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EDITOR'S NOTE |

As you can see by the size of this issue of the
Newsletter, contributions have been few and far
between. I urge any of you to submit short
articles, news items, announcements, and the
like, which will be of interest toc the LAS
membership. = The Newsletter requires your
input. Bob Neuman has informed me that he also
needs articles for the Bulletin. He has only
received three manuscripts for consideration. If
we are going to maintain the Bulletin at its
current level of quality, a substantial number of
good papers have to be submitted for review.

Of interest to all members of the LAS is the
recent publication of "An Introduction to
Louisiana Archaeology" by Bob Neuman. This
represents the first book to describe and fully
synathesize the extent of Louisiana's
ari:haeologlcal heritage. The book costs $27.50

and is available from Louisiana State University

Press, Baton Rouge, LA 70893,

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Where has the year gone? It seems like I just
became President of the LAS and yet the year is
over half-gone. Time flies when you are having
fun.

Well, we've received another excellent Bulletin
from Jon Gibson. The folks of the Northwest
Chapter have been recording sites in their usual
frenzy. The Central La. Chapter has been
working at Cowpen Slough, the folks down in
Lake Charles have been too quiet, which means
they are up to something. And the New Orleans
‘Bunch-who can stay-up with them? We have
..hew publications from the State Archeologist's
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Office and Bob Neuman has just published a new
bcok on Louisiana Archaeology. It has been a

very active year in just nine months.

I've just returned from a two-week stint at the
World's Fair. I hope that if you get a chance to
go, you will. There are many archaeological
things of interest to see. The Republic of China
Pavilion has a very interesting exhibit with
material dating back to 6000 B.C. The exhibit
by Mexico is very good, Peru's pavilion even has
two mummies and a shrunken head. Egypt,
Liberia, and Korea, all have archaeological
material in their pavilions. And, of course,
Louisiana has the exhibit which was reported in
the last newsletter.

Also it's not too late to get that article written
for the newsletter and reecruit that new member,
both of which you promised yourself you would
do in 1984,

David R. Jeane

1985 LAS ANNUAL MEETING -Call for Papers

The 1985 Annual Meeting of the Louisiana
Archaeological Society will be held at Northeast
Louisiana State University in Monroe on January
25, 26, and 27, 1985. Tentative program plans
are for a session of contributed papers and two
symposia—-one on Poverty Point and one on

- ceramie traditions of Northeastern Louisiana.

Anyone interested in presenting papers should
contact the Program Chairman, Dr. Glenn S.
Greene, Department of Geoscience, Northeast
Louisiana State University, Monroe, LA 701201, -
Details on location, lodging, ete., will be
provided in the next Newsletter.






The site investigations included detailed magpping
and photography as well as excavations of two in
situ sections of the structure, a log dam and a
rock erib dam. Excavations revealed that four
layers of logs were used to construet the log dam
on the Pineville side of the river. In the rock
crib area, excavations revealed that much of the
original ecrib structure has been disturbed by
recent dredging activity.

PLAINS INDIANS EXHIBIT AT THE NEW
ORLEANS MUSEUM GF ART

An exhibit, entitled "Circles of the World: The
Traditional Art of the Plains Indian" is on display

at the New Orleans Museum of Art from August .

11 through November 18, On display are 150
Plains Indian art and ethnographic objects dating

from the 18th to the early 20th centuries. This

exhibit should be of interest to LAS members.

LAS SPECIAL PUBLICATION NO. 2

Jon Gibson requests that chapter representatives
send him the names of people who have received
Special Publications No, 2 so the remainder ean
‘be mailed to the rest of the membership {Jon
Gibson, 120 Beta Drive, Lafayette, La. 70508).

LAS CERTIFICATICN PROGRAM AND
FIELD SCHOOL'

The LAS was unable to arrange a field school
this year and instead will hold a one-day ceramic
workshop at Northwestern Louisiana State
University in Natchitoches. The purpose of the
workshop will be to familiarize members with
the theory and concepts behind archaeological
ceramic analysis provide hands-on experience in
the identification of prehistoric ceramies from
Louisiana. The workshops will be another step
up the ladder for those of you in the
certification program. Everyone is encouraged
to attend. The objective is to have fun as well
as to learn. The workshop will be held at the
Williamson Museumn at NSU on Nov. 17th, only a
month away; so make your plans now. Pete
Gregory will host the workshop; if you have
,uestions contact him at: Department of Social
Sciences, Northwestern Louisiana  State
University, Natchitoches, LA 71457.

GOVERNOR'S AWARD

Nominations for the 1985 Governor's Award for
Service in Archaeology are now being accepted.
The award recognizes a nonprofessional
archaeologist who has made a great contribution
to Louisiana archaeology. It is presented to
someone who has shown a sustaining interest in
archaeology by educating children, helping
preserve archaeological sites, funding
archaeology, sponsoring preservation legislation,
assisting professional archaeolgists, or by
promoting archaeology.

The 1985 award will be presented at the annual
Louisiana Archaeological Society meeting which
will be in Monroe in January. :

Nominations may be submitted by anyone and
should inelude a desription of the nominee's
service to archaeoclogy. They should be sent no
later than November 15 to Dr. Kathleen Byrd,
Division of Archaeology, P.O. Box 44247, Baton
Rouge, Louisiana 70804. '

1984 Governor's Award Recipient

As noted in the last Newsletter, the 1984
recipient of the Governor's award was Mr. Paul
L. Hodges. Mr, Hodges has requested that the
following letter to the LAS membership be
published in the Newsietter.

Dear Friend:

I desired the opportunity of thanking each of you
indvidually but in-as-much as none of my friends
at the NEAS would give me any information on
the matter I am taking this method of thanking
those who helped make it possible for me to
receive the 1984 Governor's Award in

“archaeology.

I would like to thank, first of all, the person who
nominated me, Also, I thank the members of the
committee who voted for me and all others who
assisted the eommittee in deeciding that 1 was
worthy of receiving this honor.

I especially want to thank Mr. Robert B.
DeBlieux and Kathleen (Kass} Byrd for the kind
letter that I received informing me that I was to
be the recipient of this award.

Very Gratefully Yours,
Paul L. Hodges






universities have no storage space for collections.
The same may be true with museums. Then, these
“institutions might not want certain collections.
They might not, for example, want a box of
artifaets if no one knows where they came from,
What we members of LAS need to know is who
would want our collections, what kind of collec-
tions would be acceptable, who would be willing
- to house collections and make them gvailable for
qualified investigators to examine, and what ar-
rangements should be made for the transfer of
these collections if and when something happens
to us or if we want to deposit them now?

Perhaps you museum and/or university anthro-
pologists will take the time to answer these ques-
tions or maybe our state archaeologist will have
some solution. At any rate, let's hope our LAS
leaders will make this a priority project. Maybe,
if the above guestions were answered, the LAS
could provide a valuable a service in the state by

accepting the responsibility of transfering such,
collections to the most suitable institution or.

location. A simple form provided to our members
could enable them to list the collections and
where they are presently housed and at the same

time give the LAS authority to find a suitable’

repository, We need one or more repositories
now. We don't need any more signs that read
"ARROWHEADS FOR SALE."”

A POSSIBLE PALEG-INDIAN OBSIDIAN
TCCL FRCM NORTHWEST LOUISIANA
by
David R. Jeane

One of the pleasures of working with a dedicated
group of amateur archaeologist's is the access to
large amounts of correctly recorded raw data.
While recently reviewing material collected by
Claude MeCrocklin and other members of the
Northwest Chapter of the LAS on a survey of
Cross Lake, I noticed this small tool.

The site, 16 CD 118, was expcsed by low water
level in the Lake and recorded by the Chapter
members.  Material collected included four
broken fluted points, similar to Clovis points, a

"series of unifacial blade tools, a San Patrice

assemblage, Archaic dart points, and Caddoan
pottery.

The material that this artifact was made of was
one that I had not seen before, so I took it to
several archaeological meetings and the
concensus was that it was probably obsidian.
With the assistance of Dr, Clarence H. Webb, the
artifact was sent to Dr. Harry Shafer of the
Center for Archaeological Research at the .
University of Texas at San Antonio. We received
a report from Dr., Shafer stating, "that it is
definitely obsidian and was struck from the edge
of a biface core with a relatively soft hammer."
He and Dr. Thomas R. Hester, Director of The
Center for Archeological Research at the
University, expressed interest in sending the
artifact to the trace element lab at Berkeley,
Celifornia, to have an analysis run to see if a

"known quarry source could be matched with it.

We, of course, agreed and the results were:

sample Ba Sr/Zr Rb/Zr Zr
LOUIS-13 150 .33 1.49 127

Unfortunately the trace elements were not
distinctive of any known obsidian source. As Dr.
Hester's letter said, "this is not too surprising in
that this specimen is probably Paleo-Indian in
date and probably represents opportunistic
procurement.”

We are still excited in that this is the first
documented obsidian artifact from Louisiana
with a trace element analysis completed.

THE FLEMING-BERTHOUD SITE-16 JE 3
by '
Joseph 0. Manuel, Jr.

On October 6, 1973, field work began on the
Fleming-Berthoud site and continued
intermittently for two years, The Delta Chapter
project was plagued by problems resulting from a
lack of experienced leadership. Numerous errors
were committed in field technique and in the
cataloguing and preservation of artifaets,
making the task of reporting on the site a very
difficult one. Because of the problems, only one






Deep midden aceumulations of Rangia cuneats,

faunal remains, carbonized corn, ceramies and

bone tools argue for this sedentary occupation. -
Further the presence ¢f mounds, southern cult
motifs, and well fabricated ceramies argue for a -
possible non-secular functioning of this complex,

Anyone wishing additional infoermation on the
site can write to Deita Chapter for a copy of the
Holley-DeMarecay paper. Artifacts from the site
are housed with the UNO Department of
Anthropology.

During the ten years since Delta Chapter
excavated at the site, 2 massive amount of work
has been conducted by Richard Beavers and his
UNO  staff.
demcenstrated the importance of the Barataria
Region in Louisiana prehistory, Therefore,
specific inquiries about the prehistory of
Barataria should be directed to him. Riehard is
aglways ready to answer the questions of the
serious investigator.

I hope this short summary of 16 JE 36 will
encourage others in Louisiana to share their
published and unpublished site data through cur
Newsletter.

For those of you living in or visiting New
Orleans, a visit to the Fleming-Berthoud site is a
worthwhile and interesting cuting. It is easily
reached by car or boat.

CHAPTER NEWS

Baton Rouge
Reported by Duke Rivet

In July Dr. Judy Schiebout, Director of the
Museum of Gecsecience, LSU, presented a talk on
her recent trip to China. Dr. Schiebout showed
interesting slides on various regions of China
with an emphasis on paleontological sites. At
the August meeting, David Keiley, an
archaeologist with Coastal Environments, Inc.,
presented a talk on faunal remains recovered
from excavations of several nineteenth-century
residential lots in New Orleans.

- T'he Baton Rouge Chapter holds its monthly
meetings at 7:00 p.m., en the last Wednesday of
edch month at the Parish Library on Goodwood
Boulevard. Guests are welcome,

Beavers and erew have:

Deita
Reported by Bettie Pendley

The Delta Chapter is presently involved in twe
projects in St. Bernard Parish. One, begun in
1982, resulted from a Parish request to help with
& survey of prehistoric sites. Using infrared
photographs taken at a height of 60,000 ft, Delta
Chapter was asked to determine if shell
outeroppings seen in the photographs were Indian
middens or natural beach deposits. During 1983~
1984, 84 shell locations were visited and
information ecoliected. Cne third of these
represent unrecorded archaeological locales,
One site located within the last month and
consisting of a series of four mounds, was
identified from an 1842 survey chart. Four
boxes of artifacts collected during this study
have been turned over to LSU.

More recently, St. Bernard Parish turned to
Delta Chapter for help. at a historie site 1/2 mile
from Chalmette Battlefield. This site is the

" Three Oaks Plantation house built in 1833 and

demclished in 1966. An earlier house, probably
built in the 1700s, is believed to have been used
as a hospital in the War of 1812. Delta Chapter
members, working on Seturdays from 9 a.m. until
1 p.m,, are uncovering interesting eceramies,
glass, and metal tools. A brick floor, believed to
have been the kitchen, and an area ringed with
bricks and topped by a metal cover, thought to
be well, have been disecovered..

Other Chepter members are working at a Coles
Creek site near Covington. When the owner of
the property had it graded for building, Indian
artifacts were discovered and the LAS was
called in to excavate.

Radioearbon samples have been sent in from the
Pump Canal site, and results are being awaited.
Several Delta Chapter members have been
working with Coestal Envircnments, Inc., at the
St. Louis I Cemetery. Sponsored by Save Qur
Cemeteries and financed by a grant from the
National Endowment for the Humanities, the-
project is seeking to provide information on
nineteenth century funeral and mourning
practices in New Orleans.

At the July meeting, Skip Newfield gave a slide
presentation on the A.D., 1200-1400 Mississippian
culture at Moundville, Alabama.






mummified remains from the Sudan and the Nuer

people of Africa; and Joe Frank presented a talk

on the Natchez Indians.

The Lafayette Chapter meets in the Natural

History Museum on Giraerd Park Drive at 7:00°

p.m. on the third Thursday of each month.
Visitors are welecome.

IMPORTANT NEWS FOR LAS MEMBERS
1982 Bulletins

The bulletins for the year 1982 have been mailed
to the membership. If you were a member of the
LAS in 1982 and have not received a bulletin,
please contact Debbie Woodiel, 8212 Celia
Avenue, Baton Rouge, LA 70811.

-Anyone who was not a member in 1982 and who
wishes to receive a bulletin may purchase one
for $10.00 from the treasurer, Brian Duhe, P. O.
Drawer G, Reserve, LA 70084

Dues Inerease

Like everyone else, the LAS is finding it difficult
to operate effectively with its present funds.
Although the society now has money, the outlook
for the future is not good. Of particular concern
is the significant increase in cost projected for
publishing the Bulletin. In order to raise the
money needed to publish the professional quality
Bulletin we now have as well as to fund our
annual meetings and other functions, the
Executive Committee, meeting in Alexandria on
15 September 1984, voted to raise the dues for
individua! and institutional membership from $10
to $15. The $15 dues will go into effect as of
January 1, 1985.

Membership

If you have not paid your dues for 1984, this is
your last Newsletter, Members currently in
arrears are listed below by last name. If you
believe you have paid for 1984, send a copy of

~ your cancelled check or membership card for

1984 to Brian Duhe, P. O. Drawer G, Reserve,
LA 70084 and correction will be made.

Adams, M. Jones, D,
Allbritton Laborde
Arledge Law
Avera Lee
Bacle Lewis, M.
Behrhorse Mayence
Breaux, P. MeCaughey
Brice Mocre, P.
Bueche Morehead
Butts, D, Ogle
Butts, W. Othold
Carr Quintana
Cashion Richard
Clendenen Rowe
Dayvis, D. Smith, B.
Diefenthal Smith, S.
Duplantier Soileau
~Dureka Steele
Fertel Sutton, S.
Gately Teer
Gertiejansen Thigpen
Gibson Travirca
Glory Watkins
Gordon Wentz
Goudeau White
Greene, J. R, Whitmore
Hyfield Wileox
Yakubik
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION AND DUES RENEWAL 1985

Regular Membership
Associate Membership
Life Membership
Sustaining Membership
Student Membership
Libraries & Institutions

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE

— — e e g,

Annually $15.00
Annually $2.00
$100.00

$300.00
Annually $5.00
Annuelly $15.00

Name

Organization

Address

City State Zip
Names of Associate Members

Back Issues of LAS Bulletins $10.00

#1 () 1974 # () 1978
#2 () 1975 #6 () 1979
#3 () 1976 3 G 1980
#4 () 1977 #8 ( ) 1981
LAS 10th Anniversary $7.00

T-~Shirts S( ) M( ) L{ ) XL{ )

Baseball Caps ( )

Send payment to:

Brian J. Duhe, Secretary-Treasureer

LOUISIANA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
P. O. Drawer G
Reserve, LA 70084






