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2017 LAS ANNUAL MEETING INFORMATION

The 2017 Annual Meeting of the
Louisiana Archaeological Society (LAS)
Paragon CasineMarksville, LA
February 10-12, 2017
Join your friends 1ad colleagues for a weekend of
conversation, education, and camaraddtfie general
schedule of events:is
Friday, Feb. 10
LAS Executive Committee Meeting, 4pm;
Reception at Paragon CasfiHotel at 6-8 pm.
Saturday, Feb. 11
Presentations during the mangiand afternoon at the
Paragon Casino/Hotel Conference Center.
Banquet and keynote addrets/pm
Keynoteaddresdy Dr. Vin Steponaitis, Professor of

View of the hotel at the Paragon Casin Anthropology and Archaeology, University of North
and Resort CarolinaChapel Hill
: — —58 B ~ Sunday, Feb. 12
ETUgn 3, 9:30am-Tour of the TunicaBiloxi Indian Museum

11 am tour othenow closedMVarksville State Historic Site.

Pre-registration (before February 4, 2017): $25.00
Registration (after February 4, 2017 and at the meeting):
$30.00
Banquet: $30.00 (limited to 55 persons)

Payable by PayPal or Credit Card on theLAS website, or
by mailing meeting registration form (see page 4)
Make check payale tothe Louisiana Archaeological
Society and send ta

Julie Doucet, LAS Treasurer
7784 Castello Rd.
Ethel, LA 70730
(http://www.laarchaeologicalsociety.org/store/c8/LAS 201
Annual_Meeting_Regtration.htm).
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HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
| Paragon Casino Resort Hotel
i i (http://www.paragoncasinoresort.com/hjtel
Atrium in the & 711 Paagon Place, Marksville, LA 71351
hotel lobby 800.642.7777
REGISTRATION CODE: LARF10G for discounted ratef
$119/night/.
SILENT AUCTION
There will be aothersilent auction of books and
otherdonatedmnaterialsconcerningarchaeology, CALL FOR PAPERS AND POSTERS
history, anthropology, etc. at the LAS annual Send titles and abstracts for presentatmmsostergo
meeting in Marksville. LAS nmbers and friends the 2017 LASprogram chair, Brian Ostahowski Bgb.
are urged to contribuieems tobe auctioned. All 3, 2017 Email him at:brian.ostahowski@gmail.com
donations to the Louisiana Archaeological Soci4 | ypdates and additional information will be available
(LAS) are tax deduct_lble. Fo_r more information the LAS website:
contact Chip McG||msey at http://www.laarchaeologicalsoci¢y.org or at the
cmegimsey@crt.la.gov Facebook pagé:ouisiana Archaeological Society



mailto:brian.ostahowski@gmail.com
http://www.laarchaeologicalsociety.org/
mailto:cmcgimsey@crt.la.gov
http://www.laarchaeologicalsociety.org/store/c8/LAS_2017_Annual_Meeting_Registration.html
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Dr. Vincas AVino St
Anthropology and Archaeology at the Univers
of North CarolinaChapel Hill, will provide the
keynote during the Saturday night banquet of

2017 Annual Meeting of the Louisiana
Archaeol ogi cal Soci e

i s e n tffigytPlpes dromithe Lower
Mississippi Valley: Sources andySt e s .

Bear effigy pipe from
Marksville site

MARKSVILLE DISPLAY AT THE
ANNUAL MEETING

As many LAS members know, the
Marksville State Historic Site and Museum have
been closeflor some timalue tostatebudget cuts.
One of the reasons the LAS is meeting in
Marksville is to bring attention to ihsituation.
There will be a display of artifact replicas from tt
museumbés collection a
presentation of paiimgs by artist Martin Pate
showing scenes from the prehistoric occupation
the Marksville siteArchaeologists have long
recognized the likely cultural ties of the people v
built the Marksville earthworks with the Hopewe
Culture in Ohio and lllinoisluring the Middle
Woodland times ca. 100 B.C. to A.D. 4Q0rhis
site isa cultural resource that Louisiana should
treasuregather than abandon

Martin Pate painting ofa burial ceremony athe
Marksville site duringits prehistoric occupation.

TOURS DURING THE 2017 ANNUAL MEETING - SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12

There will be two tours during the 2017 Annual LAS
meetingin Marksvilleon Sunday, Feb. 12. The first will be bkt
Tunica-Biloxi Cultural and E ducation Resource Centernt9:30
am.Housing the s@alled Tunica Treasurefreong other items, th
tour of this facility will be given bytaff memberd/s. Melissa
SimpsonBarbin and Mr. Brent BarbryA later tour on Sunday o
the nowclosedMarksville State Historic Site will begin after the
tour of the Tunic&Biloxi Centeri probably aboutllam This tour
will be led by Dr. Chip McGimsey. Thesge walking trails aroun
most of the site, but conditions there have deteriorated since 1
has been closed. Attendees should plan accordingly.

b IR TR

Above: the TunicaBiloxi Cultural and Educational [
Resource Center in Marksville. RighCurrent
conditionsat Mound 4 at thenow-closedMarksville
State HistoricSite
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LAS 2017 Annual Meeting Pre-Registration Form
February 10-12, 2017

Marksville, Louisiana

Name

Address

Affiliation

If registering for more than one person, please provide the following information:

Guest Name

Address
Affiliation

Qty Total
Meeting Pre-registration: $25 per person |:| $
Banquet: $30 per person |:| $
Total Meeting Pre-registration $

Pre-registration ends February 4, 2017. Meeting registration at the event is $30 per person. Banquet is
limited to 55 guests, so reserve your seat(s) now.

Mail pre-registration form to:

Julie Doucet
Treasurer

7784 Castello Rd.
Ethel, Louisiana 70730

Form and check must be received by February 4, 2017 to get pre-registration price

Check Louisiana Archaeological Society website:
www.laarchaeologicalsocietyorg or
Facebook page for updates and further announcements.
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LAS CHAPTER AND MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Nancy Hawkins Retires After 35 Years of Servie toL ouisianaArchaeology

Nancy Hawkins with plaque presented to her .
the dedication of Poverty Point as a UNESC(
World Heritage Site in October, 2014.

Those reading the electronic version of this issue|
the LAS newgRlLettctl @ rc kaa rt
links to view some of the publications and produg
that Nancy Hawkins developed while with the
Louisiana Division of Archaeology,
The Indian Mounds of Northeast Louisiana
Trail Guide,

Educational programs and publications

Poverty Point site as a UNESCO World
Heritage Site

After 35 years, Nancy Hawkins is retiring as t
Outreach and Education Coordinator ttoe Louisiana
Division of Archaeology. During her tenure, she wa
involved in many, many aspects of Louisiana
archaeology, heritage tourism, and education.

Her more notable accomplishments include
writing, co-writing and editing eight public booklets
Louisiana archaeology, developing and designing si
traveling exhibits for museums and libraries, develo
a curriculum guide for teachers, designing and
developing traveling teaching kits for classroom use
holding numerous workshops for Louisiaeachers,
writing and producing slide/tape shows for public
presentations, and developing a teachers classroon
activity guide (with Debbie Buco) around the Povert
Point site.

She also devel@athe Indian Mounds of
Northeast Louisiana Trail Guide. Thisiving trail
allows those on it to visit and vie8® prehistoric mour
sites that are on both public and private property.
Nancyodos work on this no
outreach for Louisiana archaeology inspired a simile
driving trail for Mississippi.

She also oversaw the development of seven
interactive exhibits highlighting Louisiana
archaeological sites, six presentations on Louisiana
archaeology for classroom use, and fifteen essays ¢
Louisiana archaeology for KnowLA, the online
encyclopedia oLouisiana history.

Nancy Hawkins helped develop the Regional
Station Archaeology Program for the Division of
Archaeology and served as the principal administrat
that Program for 27 years, as well as initiating and
devel opi ng L ougyWeek/NMenihand
coordinating that event for 23 years.

Perhaps most significantliancy also served
for 10 years as a team lead in developing the World
Heritage nomination for the Poverty Point site, resul
as the site being listed as a UNESCO Watkritage
Site in June 2014.

Nancy was one of the first people hired wher
forerunner of the Division of Archaeology was creat:
in the 1970s. She has had an enormous impact on
the Division has become and what it has accomplisl
Her knowledgeand expertise will be greatly missed.

T Chip McGimsey, LA State Archaeolog


http://www.crt.state.la.us/cultural-development/archaeology/discover-archaeology/virtual-books/index
http://www.crt.state.la.us/cultural-development/archaeology/discover-archaeology/virtual-books/index
http://www.crt.state.la.us/cultural-development/archaeology/discover-archaeology/teaching-materials/index
http://www.crt.state.la.us/cultural-development/archaeology/discover-archaeology/poverty-point-world-heritage-site/index
http://www.crt.state.la.us/cultural-development/archaeology/discover-archaeology/poverty-point-world-heritage-site/index
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Update on Restoration at the @ Hunt Cemetery Site (L16VN3917)in Fort Polk
By Jerrie LeDoux, Cultural Resource Liaison, Fort Polk

Over 40 volunteers came together Saturday,
September 242016to reclaim the OldHunt Cemetery
from the forest landscape. Old Hunt, one of three
cemeteries located in the newly acquired Cold Springs
Kurthwood, and Simpson Training Areas, was not fen
gated or signed when purchased by the Army Corps ¢
Engineers for expansion of Ed?olk. This project was
gred example of partnerships and volunteerism.

Funds for materials to build the fence and supj
to clear the debris were awarded by the National
Environmental Education Foundation through the DoL
Legacy Grant. The Fort BoCultural Resource Office ar
Forestry Branch provided assistance with clearing lar¢
trees, creating a firebreak, and marking the fence loce
within the work area. Eagle Scout Candidate Matthew
Anderson, Boy Scout Troop 124, provided the leaders
and coordination of volunteerkouisiana Archaeologcal
Society membersassisted with the examination fof
excavated for post holes. Heritage Family Members, |
beneficiaries, were on hand to assisMa t t h e w
the project when the grant whst announced and was
proactive in making the d
Laffitte, Fort Polk Cul't
many people working together, the day was a huge st
and the project completed was even more extensive tl
was firsttto u g ht  pAcsodlingatd Leke Dahlen,

Fort Pol k Scout Master,
accumulated 64 conservation service hours last Satul
Thanks to Matthew's great oversight aratlership, the
Boy Scouts suffered zero injuries or hot weather relat
casualties. o

Billy Hunt, descendant of Christopher Columb!
Hunt (B: 118-1834 D: 328-1885) who is buried in the
cemetery, attended the clean up as well as Rayford V
local pointof contact and historian for the cemetery. E
addressed the volunteers and expressed appreciatior
the projectStanley Fletcher, of the Heritage Family
Association, played a key role in helping to prepare tr
site for Sat ur da yising theWencek
installation. Gene Haymon, President of the Heritage
Family Association was on hand asaidi Th e Ol
was unattended and completely taken over by the wo
Graves there saw real sunlight for the first time in aba
30 vy e ar slolftee ahdhAdiza Sager from the
Conservation Branch taught Boy Scouts about habita
enhancement through use of bird boxes which will be
placed in the area at the same timth cemetery signage
This project demonstrates JRTC & Fort Polk's willingr
to partner with the community to recognize and protec
historic resources. Dahlen said the project also shows
Troopl 246s ¢ ommi t mandtiving adlife bf
service.

Picturedaboveare participants in a dedication ceremony on Nov. 8, 2016 for the Hunt Family Cemetery loce

within Fort Polk, La. Groups epresented are: Garrison Commander and his Sgt. Majche Heritage Family

Association, Vernon Genealogical Society, Fort Polk Cultural Resources, LAS members, Boy Scouts Troog
and Mr. Ray West, cemetery historian. Photograph from The Guardian, newspaper for Fort Polk.
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Ms. Emily Dale joined thelLouisianaDivision of
Archaeology in early December as the new Site Files
Manager. She takes over from Paul French who took a
position with the Kisatchie National Forest. Emily cortaes
us from the South Carolina State Historic Preservation C
and before that the West Virginia State Historic Preserve
Office.

Emily brings an extensive background in Section .
reviews, project consultation, agreement documents, an
form and report review. She also has considerable expe
with GIS, an areg¢hatis particularly helpfuto the Division
Currently, she is working through the substanbatklogof
site forms and projects that has accumulated since Paul
andthatneed to be integrated into the GIS and associate
databases. Once that backlog is taken care of, she will |
reviewing all incoming site forms and assisting Chip
Mc Gi msey with report revi
is edale@crt.la.goand 225342-8166.
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Above: Dr. Pet
Gregory making
point during
tour of the Lo
Adaes site o0
Sept. 182016

Right: Tad Britt,
Chief of

Archaeology a | T

the NCPT1
inputting data fol
demonstration ¢
digital
technologies an
archaeology

The Northwestern Louisiana Archaeology Societheld a
reorganizational meeting September 281 6at the Shreveport
Broadmar Library. The purpose of the meeting was teesgablist
the NWLAS chapter as aable community resource and to educ
the public about Louisianads

The NWLAS plans meeting every other month at a publ
venue. The programs consist of expert and avocational
archaeologists presenting topics that span thegtoey and history
of NW Louisiana. Field trips will be scheduled once a quarter
sites within a short driving distance. At thearganization meetin
Mr. Jeff Girard presented an overview on what archaeology is
how and why it is important fronié local to the national level.

On Sept. 18, 2016, NWLAS members went diela trip to
Los Adaes State Historic site for a two hour tour of the presidic
mi ssion site. Dr s .orthWwestera atei P e
University, and George Avery, Stepn F. AustirJniversity, led the
tour and discussion. Los Adaes, the symbol of New Spain in
Louisiana, was once the capital of Texas and the scene of a ut
cooperation mong the Frenctgpanishand indigenous Native
Americans. An area rich in archdegical finds, it thrives today as
one of Louisiana's most intriguing state Historic Sites.

At the second meeting, Novemt&y2016, Tad Britt, Chie
of Archeology at the National Center for Preservation Technolc
and Training discussed his work throughthe United States as
archeologistfocusing on cuttinggdge technologies and
methodologies. This meeting was held at The Bossier Parish
Library.

Upcoming programs and events include a talk by Jay C
with the CRM firmCultural Resource Analys{€RA), on January
12,2017 in Shreveport. Watch for an announcement on our N'
LAS Facebook page. A field trip the Poverty PoinwWorld
Heritage Sitas in the works for February 2017.


mailto:edale@crt.la.gov

Page 8 LAS Newsletter
FIELD NOTES AND CURRENT RESEARCH

Mississippi Treasure Returned 7

4 ", : J
By Sam Brookes ¢ 53 z% { i
N g R

I n the early 19600s r/‘:
discoveredh cache of 12 steatite soapstongessel: 5 Foverty
at the Claiborne site on the Mississippi Gulf Coa: i
Mr. Roberts had the vessels in his home in Ohio
over 40 years. He and his son recently donated t
vessels to the Mississippi Department of Archive
and Hstory in Jackson. They will be available for
visiting scholars to study and will be displayed in
new Mississippi State Historical Museum current
under constructiom Jackson, Mississippi.

Seefil ntrasite Struct
by James EBrusethin Louisiana Archaeologiio.
6, 1979 [1980for more information about the site
This number of the bulletin is out of print, but is
available as a pdf file at the LAS website

laketown

Cedarland |
and Claiborme

How the Lower Mississippi Valley might ha
looked in 1500 B.C., shawg courses of majc
rivers and locations of Poverty Point territorie
Drawing by Jon GibsonFrom Poverty Point: A
Terminal Archaic Culture of the Lower |
Mississippi Valley by John Gibson. Distributed t
the Louisiana Division of Archaeolog!
www.crt.state.la.us/Assets/OCD/archaeology/dis
verarchaeology/virtual-books/Poverty-Point.pdf

Photograph of the Steatite Vessd&&coveredrom the Claiborne Site in Hancock, County, Mississippi
Photograph provided by Sam Brookes
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RAGS to Archaeological Riches
By Jayur Mehta

Jayur Mehta (Gulf Communities Research Institute; New Orleans Center for the Creative Arts) and Eli
Chamberlain (Tulane University Earth and Environmental Sciehea®) started a new project in coasmaliisiana
calledResilience in the Ancient Gulf South (RAGS). The project compares river activity to archaeological settl
patterns, site formation, and site abandonment. Their research integrates methods and knowledge from two ¢
disciplines,earth science and archaeology, for a purposeful and applied exploration of coastal Louisiana and 1
Mississippi River Delta. The work offers an explanation of when resilient and sustainable life along the Missis
River Delta became unfeasible at vasgoints in the past.

Mehta and Chamberlain through RAGS inquire into the natueedfonmental tipping pointslong the
Lafourche subdelta. Their project investigates when hydrological disturbances lead to site abandonment; the
measuring s#am activity along Bayou Grand Caillou, a distributary of Bayou Lafourche, and by identifying ove
deposits at three different archaeological siBzg/ou Grand Caillou (16 TR38), Ellesley (16 TR37), and Mound Ba
(16TR22) (Figure 1). The timing of oMEank deposits is compared to site formation and abandonment, and cha
formation and abandonment. Their working hypotheses are that; 1) distributary channel activity is a major dri
environmental tipping points in delta occupation, 2) habitatialiréstly tied to distributary activity and sites are
abandoned when channels become inactive, and 3) indigenous communities waited until land was suitably el
natural processes before investingha construction afnonumental infrastructure. this project, they propose that
river activity is the principal component of an environmental tipping point. If this is disproved, future research
investigate ecological and social factors that might influence site abandonment

Continued next pay
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Continued from previous page

In the long run, Mehta and Chamberlain (Figures 2, 3, and 4) hope that data from this project will be us
inform studies of how humans today can continue to live in the rapidly changing landscapes of southarmal @his
is particularly relevant in the many rural communities around coastal Louisiana and New Orleans, where the cc
impacts of subsidence, erosion, andls®al rise are resulting in rapid land loss. The present solution to theséesin
andlongterm environmental disturbances has been community relocation, particularly for disenfranchised com
Mehta and Chamberlain hope their research will help define how humans lived on the coast for thousands of y
how modern communities saontinue to live along this rapidly changing ecosystem. Finally, monumental sites ¢
the Mississippi River Delta are nmanewable resources with an uncertain future because of the combined effect
subsidence, erosion, and degel rise. Consequd, their work serves to document and build knowledge of past
cultures while the opportunity still exists.

Figure 3

Figure 2

Figure 2. Jayur Mehtamakes a poinat Bayou
Grand Caillou.

Figure 3 Liz Chamberlain, Jaap Nienhous, an
Jon Bridgeman at Bayou Grand Caillou.

Figure 4. Elizabeth Chamberlain, Tulane
University Earth and Environmental Sciences



