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EDITORS NOTE

I am sure that all of us would agree that the
Annual Meetings were a great success. The
Northlake Chapter deserves congratulations and a
thank you for a job well done. In the past, Tr.
Webb has provided the Newsletter with insightful
reports on the goings on at the Annual Meetings.
This year, the Webbs were unable to attend the
meetings (we missed them) and Jon Gibson has
accepted the task of reporting on the events at
Covington. As you will read, Jon's trip out of the
mugginess of the Atchafalaya Swamp to the heady
atmosphere of the "Ozone Coast™ enabled him to
view the meetings with a clarity and perception
that may have escaped many of the rest of us.
Thank you Jon.

Joe Manuel is in the process of setting up a field
school for the LAS at Fountainbleau State Park
near Mandeville, Touisiana (see below). The
primary objective of the field school will be
archaeological survey of portions of the park
property. This will provide LAS members with an
opportunity to learn survey techniques and field
recordation of both historic and prehistorie sites.
In addition, the results of the survey will provide

State Parks with new information on the cultural -

resources on the property. Lets all participate
and make this a successfull venture.

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

The Twelfth Annual Meeting of the ILAS was in
every way a success. A new record was
established with 184 registrants. On behalf of the
LAS I want to thank the hardworking members of
the Northlake Chapter for a memorable meeting.

There will be an Executive Commitiee meeting at

the Ramada Inn in Natchez on May ‘3lst,” to
coincide with the Mid-South Archaeological .
Conference. The Execufive meetlng wﬂl be held _
about noon. , . :

The Field School Committee is working.on having

a long weekend Survey in Fountainbley . Staté

Park, Mandeville. The main thrust of the- TField

School will be a pooling of the talent and Wo¥k of

L.AS members in a meaningful project, directed by

professionals in such a way that we.can: make a .
collective  contribution to ar¢haeology . in
Louisiana, learn, and have a good time... Those of . .
you working toward certification wil be happy to

know that Richard Beavers, Chairman:of the
Certification Committee will be ™ working  with

Dave Davis, Chaiman of the -Field School
Committee, to develop activities and programs
within the Fountainbleu Project which will enable

you to earn credits toward certification.. We will
be camping about a mile from the Tchefuncte Site -
worked on and reported by James:Ford and

George Quimby. Very few of you have seesn this

site so I know you will want to take advantage of
this opportunity. More information will follow.

Those of you who received the latest letter from
Audubon Zoo know that the Friends of the*Zoo are
sponsoring a raffle in order to raise. t‘unds for the
zoo. I believe we can do the same. ;1:need-your .
feelings, pro or eon, 50 Dlease send me sllggestzons .
or have your TL,AS Representatwe do &: [ TR

In _closmcr 1 would like to speak for the Northldke
Chapter members: they join me in thanking those
of you who attended the Twelfth' Afiniial Meeting,
for . your presence, ‘your- papersy - your "
attentlveness, your enthusiasm, your support, your.
eompliments, and most of all for': bemg the

“wonderful individuals you are. You are the t*eason‘

the meetmg was a great one,






SECRETLY COVETING CCVINGTON,
AN APPRAISAL OF
: THE 12TH ANNUAL MEETING OF
1B LOUISIANA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

by
Jon L. Gibson
Lafayette, Louisiana

The real story of this the 12th annual LAS
meeting is how to succeed by really trying, and
this meeting is testimony to the tireless efforts of
our hosts, the WNorthlake Chapter. Janet
Carrigee, Florence Chestnutt, Steve Dittrich,
Marilee Dittrieh, Carl Friedichs, Joy Heinz, Lynn
Hill, and Bill Holloway combined their not
unremarkable talents with those of Paul .Johnson,
Duane Lassiter, Farrell LaFour, Jack Moore,
George Riser, Dale Robertson, Steve Sieracki,
Doris Stone, Wuanita Talley, and Patti Young to
put on one of the finest get-togethers we've ever
had. Oh, before 1 forget, Joe Manuel has
reminded me several times that he also helped
with the meeting, The whole crew is to be
congratulated for one solid programming, smooth
running, and the largest crowd ever registered for
an annual meeting; 184 people signed up and
considering that Mardi Gras was going full blast

‘ross the lake makes this even more remarkable,

After being called to order by George Riser and
welecomed by Jack Moore and state
representative, Ed Deano, LAS president Manuel
introduced state and chapter officers. The fine
slate of formal papers was kicked off by Rev.
Dominic Braud's reading of a surprisingly
sophistieated report by Rev. Odilo Alt on his 1934
excavation into a shell midden on Bedico Creek.
Bedico Creek really had more than bass and beer,
as Rev., Alt's notes revealed, and Braud's
presentation focused attention on the Florida
parishes (i.e., that part of Louisiana lying north
and east of the Mississippi River and Lake
Pontchartrain and south and west of the state of
Mississippi). Maleolm Webb (UNO) addressed the
adaptive and resource-use patterns of the area
beginning with the terminal Archaic, and Steve
Sieracki (Northlake and Delta Chapters) reported
on his work at 16WA105, an Epipaleoindian to
Late Woodland site on the Bogue Chitto River.
Richard Beavers (UNO) detailed the results of a
cultural resources survey in the Florida parishes,
one which focused on Anglo-American settlement
aud utilization. Joe Manuel fought a eantakerous

*R and delighted his fans with an execellent
..«Jeo of the Worthlake and TDelta chapters'
excavations at the Shadows Mound, a contact
period burial mound.

RIS I T .
This group of papers is collecflvely imbérfaﬁt‘ in'
another regard. Very little is known about the
Florida parishes compared to the .rest "of
Louisiana. We have had theﬁmpresswnuprbﬁfouély
that this area either lacked archaeology or that it
was merely visited by folks who lived elsewhere in
their searches for industrial raw matefials “(the
area does have its gravels) or challenging white
waters. Now we know.different. The piney-
woods north of Lake Pontehartrain does have
archaeology. Its sequence of occupation seems
every bit as lengthy as other parts of" Lotumana.
That the area had an endemlc population and w,@s
culturally marginal to the Lower Mississippi
Valley and Pontchartrain Basin enhances rather
than detracts from this most interesting area.

The prehistory-history of the area’ bélow the
Florida parishes hills was also considered in a
number of papers. Rich Weinstein (CEI brought
order to the typologically muddled Late
Marksville period in southeastern T.ouisiana by
formally setting off the Gunboat Landing phase to
accomodate sites along the Amite, Tlckfaw, ‘and
Blind rivers. Dan Shipman and Linda Church
(Delta Chapter) reported on the Delta chapter's
water-borne survey of the St. Bernard wetlands,
south and east of New Orleans, pomtmg qut site
associations and changing ‘ﬂ1551ss1op1 deItaxc
features. Mareo Giardino finally made some over
(his) head projections and linked the protohistoric
component at the Sims site with eastern Guif
Mississippian (Moundville/Pensacola), not,, Delta
Natchezan. Traey Lamb (UNQ) described rescue
operations at an historic cemetery in New
Orleans, unearthed by street improvements along
Canal Boulevard, George Castille gave a solid
presentation on Coastal Environments'
excavations at the late 18th- early, 19th-century
Kleinpeter-Knox historie site in East BatOn Rouge
Parish.

One of the main lessons in this set of papers is the
continued reaffirmation .that the ‘only real
difference in historie and prehlstorle archaeology
is none, when culture itself is the focus. Another
is that, although resistent to change today, the
New Orleans area and southeastern Loumana in
geared into a fiekle river system that changed 1llke
the wind and shifted = theif:: styl “sph

same propen51ty o
Northern parts of the state’ were no‘\omztted in
the program. The Affeltranger group (Céntral
Chapter) deseribed 2 sites in: the pi’heﬂr—\vvoads of
Grant Parish in. central Lomsmnar ‘and "David

Jeane {Northwest Chapter) updat‘e”d ehépter
‘activities (mapping and controlled “surface






meeting. There's no doubt that I'm biased but I
believe we may have just experienced one of the
finest state society meetings of any in the
ountry. 1 am glad to see relatively unknown
areas of the state beginning to yield their
archegological secrets, especially the piney-wood
hills of Southeast Louisiana. 1am glad to see the
rapid presentation of new data and the unbridled
sharing of information. I believe we have reached
a point where interaction among all participants
in the archaeology of our great state is
guaranteed without regard for degrees, ethnic
origins, or founder rights. I am very proud of the
Louisiana Archaeological Society and what it has
come to stand for. I was glad to see all the folks
and happy to have Jimmy Griffin, Stephen
Williams, Jeffrey Brain, and T.R. Kidder travel
such a long way to be with the LAS. 1 missed
Miss Dorothy and the good doctor. I am also
locking forward to next year and would like to
thank all concerned for making the Covington
meeting a very special one for me.

LOUISIANA ARTIFACTS COULD SOLVE
DESOTO MYSTERY
Submitted by Naney Hawkins

In the 1500s, Hernando DeSoto and his army were
the first Europeans to explore the interior parts
of the Southeast. After almost 450 years, much
of their route remains a mystery. Harvard
archaeologist Jeffrey P. Brain, in a recent paper
presented to the Louisiana Archaeology Society,
deseribes written accounts of the expedition as
"practically hopeless” for establishing the precise
route for the latter part of the journey, when the
army may have been in Louisiana.

"At this point, " he says, "it is up to archaeology
to provide evidence for pinpointing the route.”
Dr. Brain and his colleagues are seeking the help
of individuals who may have found certain
sixteenth century artifacts. Through
archaeological study, the place where these
artifacts have been found could be linked with
descriptions of Indian villages that DeSoto's men
visited.

It is known that DeSoto and his army landed in
Florida in 1539 and made their way west to the
Mississippi River. In June of 1541, they erossed
the river somewhere in northwestern Mississippi
ind begain their travels in Arkansas. Brain
hypothesizes that DeSoto and his men followed
the Ouachita River south into Louisiana to the
present-day town of Jonesville. The expedition
then went northeast to the place, near Lake St.
Joseph, where DeSoto died. The remnants of the

army traveled overland across northern:Lauisiana
to Texas, then turned back, returning..to - the
Indian village where DeSoto died. Finding'no food
there, the men moved north to:another village,
probably somewhere in Madison or-East- Carroll
Parishes. There, they built boats and, in 1543,
floated down the Mississippi- River to the Gulf,
eventually making thelr way to Mexicod .

e

Not all DeSoto scholars agree w1th Dr. Bram that
this is the route the expedition followed.-In fact,
Dr. Charles Hudson of the University of G'eorgi&
says DeSoto's army saw Louisiana only :as it
floated down the Mississippi River, having-spent
almost the entire time west of the MlSSlss1po1 in
the state of Arkansas. ey

The mystery of which route DeSoto's expedition
took can be solved through the loeation and
seientific excavation of sites where NeSoto's men
camped. In other parts of the South,-sixteenth
century artifacts lost or discarded by-DeSoto's
men have been found along the path the army is
believed to have followed. v

; “f

To date, however, no orne has reported finding
these artifacts in Louisiana. Dr Brain and.other -
DeSoto scholars are especially interested in .
knowing about three distinctive types of artifacts:
brass bells, glass beads and halberds. (Glass beads
and metal bells were given as gifts to the.Indians.
The brass bells, known as hawk bells, are about an
inch in diameter with wide strap handles and large
holes in the bottom (Figure 1). "

A DAY

centimeters

Figure 1.

gure 1. Brass bells from Coahoma County,
Mississippi. LT






Delta Chapter
Reported by Marjorie Friedman

‘olunteers from Delta Chapter contributed 275
hours of time analyzing ceramics from 3
excavations conducted at the Herman-Grima
House.  Where will be an exhibit of these
ceramies in the house which is open to the public.

The Chapter's work at Three Oaks Plantation has
been concluded. No artifacts associated with the
War of 1812 were found. The excavations
indicated that the Three Qaks house was not built
on the foundations of an earlier house as had been
generally believed. The only evidence pointing to
an earlier occupation was a brick pathway leading
to the river constructed of bricks which are of an
earlier date than those used in the 1830 house.

Exeiting plans have been made for the 1987 T.AS
Convention in New Orleans. You will have an
opportunity to stay at a lovely hotel in the heart
of the French Quarter for a reasonable rate.
Meetings will be held a half block away at the
recently restored Mint building. There will be
two receptions (synonym for food and fun) in
historie buildings open just for the LAS. K vou
can arrange to come down early on Friday, you
will be taken on a walking tour of the French
Ruarter led by Telta Chapter members who are
official Vieux Carre guides.

Bettie Pendley, Convention Chairman, spent
sleepless nights and active days putting all of this
together. Ivor WNoel Hume, from Williamsburg
Restorations, has agreed to speak at the
convention, Jeffrey Brain of Harvard University
has given a qualified acceptance to speak, Start
planning now to come to New Orleans in 1987. It
will be an opportunity to expand your knowledge
of archaeology while you are having fun in a
faseinating city.

Central Louisiana Chapter
Reported by Walter Randall

Our traditional December covered dish supper was
held and was a real feast. Our guest speaker was
Richard Weinstein, who presented an interesting
program on his work in tracing DeSoto's route
across the Mississippi River.

.t our January meeting officers for 1986 were
elected and installed. They are:

President: Nancy Affeltranger
Vice-President: John David
Treasurer: Ellis Denning

Secretary and LAS Representatwe. il
Walter Randall ‘

Historian: Frances Krist

Librarian: Kathleen Adams

At the meeting, a dress rehersal and. critique -of
the program (our investigations at 18GR153)
presented at the Annual Meetmgs in Covmgton
was held, ‘ ,

- The February meeting consisted of an ‘c‘)rpen

discussion of the Annual Meetings, including e
summary of the papers presented for the benefit
of members who were unable to attend. Nine
Central Chapter members attended the State
meeting. Lo

In March Ellis Denning presented a program :on
the studies of Continental Drift. Dave McClain,
one of our members, presented an interesting talk
on his efforts to learn the are of stone tool.and
point manufacture, using strietly primitive
techniques and implements.

Nerthlake Chapter
Reported by Steve Sieracki

The Northlake Chapter wishes to thank the LAS
for the privilege of hosting the 1986 Annual
Meeting. The participation of the other chapters,
the speakers, and the LAS membership was
greatly appreciated. We hope that our new
attendance record will be surpassed by Delta
Chapter's 1987 hosting.

Due to the Annual Meeting, the January gathering
of the Worthlake Chapter was devoted to last-
minute details for that meeting.

In February, Duke Rivet treated the chapter to a
slide presentation on the "Dugout Canoes of
Louisiana™  Brian Duhe addressed the March
meeting, presenting a slide lecture on his recent
travels among the Indians of Yucatan.

Plans are now being made for an LAS field school
in Fontainhleau State Park this fall. The park is
in Mandeville, Louisiana. More information on
this subject 1is presented elsewhere in  the
Newsletter.

Imperial Caleasieu Chapter x
Reported by Joe Frank

In January, a film on Richard Leakey was
presented at the monthly meeting. Jon Gibson
was the guest speaker at the February meeting.
His program was on the field work that has taken
place at Poverty Point State Park. :






LOUISIANA ARCHAEOLOGY
Bulletin of the Louisiana Archeeological Society

Louisiana Archaeology is the official Bulletin of the Louisiana Archaeological Society .
and publishes articles, reports, book reviews, ete. that deal with or are pertinant to
the archaeology of Louisiana and the surrounding area. Contents {exclusive of book
reviews and obituaries) of the nine issues published to date are listed below. An order
form is included as the last page of the Newsletter for those wishing to purchase issues
of Louisiana Archaeology.

Volume 1, 1974

The Inaugural Issue of Louisiana Archaeology., by Jon L. Gibson

Can the Professional and the Amateur Archaeologist Cooperate?, by Clarence
H. Webb

The Rise and Decline of Poverty Point., by Jon L. (3ibson

Big Oak and Little 0Oak Islands: Excavations and Interpretations., by J. Richard
Shenkel

Lithie Reduction Strategies at the George C. Davis Site., by Harry J. Shafer

The Bruly St. Martin Site and its Implications for Coastal Settlement in
‘Louisiana., by James W. Springer

A Catahoula Stone Mask., by W.S. Baker, Jr.

Volume 2, 1975

Louisiana's Historie Indians., by Fred B. Kniffen

Chitimacha Basketry., by Hiram ¥. Gregory and Clarence H. Webb

Mounds Plantation (16CD12), Caddo Parish, Louisiana., by Clarence H. Webb and
Ralph R. Mekinney

The Poverty Point Site: North Sector Test Exeavations., by Carl Kuttruff

The Poverty Point Culture, as Seen From Southeastern Texas., by L.W, Patterson

Prehistoric Settlement Patterns of the Young's Bayou Drainage, Natchitoches
Parish, Louisiana., by Brent W. Smith

Fire Pits at Mount Bayou (16CT35), Catahoula Parish, Louisiana., by Jon L.
Gibson

The Cieada in Southeastern Archaeology and in Coushatta Tradition., by Donald
" (3. Hunter

Volume 3, 1976

Archaeological Techniques in the Louisiana Coastal Region., by Robert W,
Neuman
The Brackish Water Clam (Rangia Cuneata): A Prehistoric "Staff of Life" or
a Minor Food Resource., by Kathleen Mary Byrd
Preliminary Evidence of a Seasongl Fishing Activity at Bayou Jasemine.,
hy Brian .J. Tuhe
The Bel Site (16CTU127): Urban Archaeology in Lake Charles, Louisiana.,
by Joe Frank
A Ceramic Sequence from Southern Louisiana and lts Implications for Type
Frequency Seriation., by James W. Soringer
A Reexamination of the Houses at the Bayou Goula Site, Ibverville Parish,
Louisiana., by Tan W. Brogn
Lacadon Arrowheads and Jaketown Perforators: A Possible Historical-Functional
Analogue., by Jon L. (Gibson
Catahoula Type Projectile Points., by William S. Baker and Clarence H. Webb
The Catahoula Projectile Point, A Distributional Study., by L.W. Patterson
An Archaeologieal Survey of Northeastern Mexico., by Joel L. Shiner
a







Volume 7, 1980, continued.

Mayan Blade Manufacture and the Bow and Arrow., by L.W. Patterson and J. B.
Solberger

Aerial Imagery in Locating and Managing Archaeological Resources Along the
Louisiana Coast., by Robert W. Neuman and Kathleen Mary Byrd

Volume 8, 1981

The Neutral Calorie? On the Maintenance of Ranked Societies in the
"Agricultural Defieient” Environment of Gulf Coastal Louisiana., by M.C,
Webb

Pontehartrain Tehefunete Site Differentiation., by J. Richard Shenkel

The Slate Site, a Poverty Point Lapidary Industry in the Southern Yazoo Basin,
Mississippi., by Geoffrey R. Lehmann

The Kennan Bead Cache, Lawrence County, Mississippi., by John Connaway

Recent Research on Poverty Point Period Subsistence and Settlement Systems:
Test Excavations at the J.W. Copes Slte in Northeast Louisiana., by H.
Edwin Jackson

A Proposed Bone Tool Classification: A Case Study from Southeastern
Louisiana., by Tristam R. Kidder and David A Barondess

The French House Site, 22AD668: The White Earth Concession (1720-1729)., by
Joseph V. Frank I

Recovery and Identification of Civil War Artifacts at a Site near Sunset,
Louisiana., by Warren Bowen Wiggs

Vclume 9, 1982

The Troyville-Baytown Pericd in Lower Mississippi Valley Prehistory: A
Memorial to Robert Stuart Neitzel (Jon L. Gibson, editor)

Memorial to Stu Neitzel, The Man and His Spirit., by Jon L. Gibson

Robert Stuart Neitzel (1911-1980)., by Jeffrey P. Brain

Neitzel in Letters., by Jeffrey P. Brain and lan W. Brown

Neitzel in Tmages., by Jon L. Gibson

The Troyville-Baytown Issue., by Jon L. Gibson

The Troyville Concept and the Gold Mine Site., by John S. Belmont

Temporal Frameworks: Archaeological Components and Burial Styles: The
Human Osteology of the Mt. Nebo Site in North Louisiana., by Marco J.
Giardino

Old Creek, a Troyville Period Ossuary in LaSalle Parish, Louisiana: Reflections
After a Quarter Century., by Jon L. Gibson

Preliminary Report on Excavations at an Rarly Troyville Perlod Site (16ST6)
on West Pearl River, Louisiana., by M. C. Webb

The Bellevue Focus: A Marsksville-Troyville Manifestation in Northwestern
Louisiana., by Clarence H. Webhb
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MEMEBERSHIP APPLICATION AND DUES RENEWAL 1986

Regular Membership
Associate Membership
Life Membership
Sustaining Membership
Student Membership

Libraries & Institutions

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE

Name

Annually $15.00
Annualty $2.00
$100.00

$300.00
Annually $5.00
Annually $15.00

e T S N e T e
St e e e e et

Organization

Address.

City

Names of Associate Members

State

Zip

Back Issues of LAS Bulletins $10.00

) 1974
) 1975
) 1976
) 1977

=
[
—— —

LAS 10th Anniversary $7.00

T-Shirts s( )
Baseball Caps ( )

M (

#5
#6

1878
1979
1980
1981
1982

#8
#9

+He

|
——— o~~~
[

) L ) XL( )

Send payment to:
Brian J. Duhe, Treasurer
LOUISIANA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

P. O. Drawer G
Reserve, LA 70084
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