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Mark A. Reed)niversity of Louisiana at Lafayette

Simmerhas just begun anthe days are heating upAS
members and readers of thdewsletterdoing fieldwork
or working outdoors this summer aradvisedii 2
K & R NJc drBiRdds of waterc and takeprecautions
such as recheduingto avoid the extremanidday heat.
Archaeologistsvho work in hot climatesave a tradition

of taking a break and seeking the shade of a canopy
around noon. Aespite from the heat and time, perhaps,
to sort collections or go over field note$he midday
summerbreakmight seem unusual, but in some regions
of the world and U.S. states routine cootdown rest
periodis becominghe rule.

“

What better time for avocational and professional
archaeologist to pause reflect, and plan?This issue of

the LASNewsletterprovidesfuel for just that: thought
provoking commentary, announcements, news, and
reports on recent researchPublic archaeology, com
munity engagement, andtewardshipare threads that

run throughoutthisissu€ 0 SIAYYAYy 3 A (K
insightfulcommentary for the regularijeatured column
Gt dzof AO ! NOKI S2ft 238 Ay
cover photo and reportedby Brian Davis, Executive
Directorof the Louisiana Trust for Historic Preservation
(p. 23), the National Trustecentlylisted the West Bank
of St. John the Baptist Pariah oneof America's 11 Most
Endangered Historic Placés fact, Louisiana has twaf
the 11places on the endangered list.

For thoseinterested in artifacts subsurface cultural
features,and precontact siteshistoricpreservationand
architecture might seem unrelated to archaeology.
Archaeologists working in cultural resource management
(CRMWwill recognizehe connection, however, as historic
landscapes endangered tshort-sighted planning and
unmitigated development are the sant@ndscapes that
contain archaeological sites. Among the lalgments
are consultation, community engagement, and steward
ship; all essential ingredients public archaeologyand
arguably therationale for CRMGray raises questions
about National Registersignificance andhistorical
context in a Section 106 procefizat sometimescan
involve negligible community outreach engagement.

Beyond the immediate loss of individual sites as potential
sources of informationthe interests of CRM and public
archaeology might be better served bBgnger term,
community-based perspectives,and heritage planning
approaches taregional landscapeslhis is not a novel
idea, but putting theory into practice can be difficult. The

2

[ 2 dghibdnkethénBiou wliifhd tHY

5 g/lifsisisippi River corridor between New Orleans and

Baton Rouge ia patchwork ofhistoric landscapethat
have been, and are being transformed. West Bankis
one suchremaininglandscape with National Register
listed properties, such asEvergreen (16SJB63) and

wvaua I\/\)‘I”]itney (16SJB11plantations, communities with a

sense of placeand dozens of recorded archaeological
sites This summerEvergreen PlantatioArchaeological
Field Schodk applyingan interdisciplinary, community
based approach tdiistory and culture (p29). Com-
munity engagement is also exemplified by recent
archaeological investigations at Maison Freetown
(16LY159n Lafayette (pp5-12).

As no LASNewsletter would be complete without
mention of Poverty PointWorld Heritage SiteDiana
Greenlee provides an update on recenbmmunity
outreacharchaeology human remainsdetection (HRD)
survey, andaninvestigationat Poverty Poinfpp. 1318).
McGimsey reports on an unusual Poverty Paige
finding fromthe shore of Lake Pontchartrajpp. 1819).
The National Center for Presvation Technology and
Tranfhg provided HRDNdinf %R Poverty Pointand
other workshops(pp. 2622).Along with gther News and
Bobras bluctnd® ¥

a few photographs from thgpast LAS meetingn this
issue of theNewsletter Read org, and stay hydrated
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PUBLIC ARCHAEOLOGY IN LOUISIANA

CRM Practice and Community Engagement
D. Ryan GrayJniversity of New Orleans

This past semestdrwasteaching my Cultural Resource
Management: Theory and Practice course at the
University of New Orleans and, as we always do, we
eventually turned to the topic of ethics, community
engagement, and descendant communities. We had
guite a bit to discuss in thiegard. Our class had been
working on a service learning project with multiple
partners, including bothHealthy Gulf looking at St.
Rosalie Plantation and the Ironton community in
Plaguemines Parish, ariche Descendants Projeict St.
John the Baptist Parish.

Based in Wallace, Louisianthe Descendants Project
has been vocally opposing the ctmgtion of a massive
grain terminal facility in that community. This project has
raised many concerns, particularly for those who see this

of the proposedGreenfieldl ouisiana, LLC export facility
The Greenfieldcompanyhas applied to the & Army
Corps of Engineers for a permit and is thus subject to the
Section 106 proceamder theNational Historic Preserv
ation Act TheNational Trust for Historic Preservation
and Louisiana Trust for Historic Preservatluave called

for this permit to be deniedThe Descendants Project
and other communitybased groupsave continued to
advocate both for the health of their communityand for
their role as stewards of cultural resources within it.

Where does archaeology fit into this? As someone who
worked in compliancdased archaeology for many
years, and who now teaches about i@ Zh&d oppok
tunities to think this over frondifferent perspectivesl
haveattended community events with The Descendants

t N22SO0 Ay zdtif dnlpudlE meéetings oh Q &
0§ KSAN 0 SKI ftaughtmy giRights Bbdut theQ @ S
legal process involved in Section 106 compliance. | must
admit that IRA RY Qi 3IA GBS YdzOK (K2
during my own days working in CRMLike many field
techs, if wason a Phase | surveytHought my job was

to go out to some designated area, and if there was
something there, then | was supposed to findffithere

was nothing there, therthe areawould essentially be
cleared for development The Advisory Council on
Historic PreservatigriNational Registenf Historic Places
(NRHP)andState Historic Preservation Offi(@HPO3et
objective standards and paragters, and we were meant

to apply them.

LQ@S O02YS G2 aSS GKAaAa Fa Y
8SIFNEXZ FyR thad @Rcondefions Aof SR
researchers about what ,isor is not significant can
influence evaluations. Archaeologists often regard NRHP
evaludion as a technical problem, tied to the ability of a
site to yield data about the past. But significance and
integrity are thornyissuesin the NRHPArchaeologists
sometimes fail to adequately consider that the way we
record and delineate sitegan make it difficult to see
what makes them important. Often, all it takes is a little
more research to find something unique and, indeed,
significant about semingly redundant or nosescript

sites, provided they are considered within the correct
historic context.

A % A |
T%Ze%ha%ezﬁ:ertéinﬁ/éeen[afte{'npts to reckon wittthe
thorny issus of significancein relation to the built

stretch of the historic riverfront as a uniquely well
preserved part of the historic landscape of theer
parishes. It contains a number of historic plantation
complexes; many already recognized as significant
historic properties Some of these arepen to the public,
notably EvergreenPlantation and Whitney Plantation
Whitney in oneof the only plantations fully devoted to
telling the story of plantation slavery in Louisiana. These
historic properties are interspersed with living com
munities, in a landscape with visible traces of post
Emancipation freetowns, historic businesses and church
es, sugar fields, and cemeteries. Of course, there are also
archaeological remains of all those tosbme now in
plowed fields, some preserved in stands of treasd
someon the grounds of recognized historic sites. It is an
areaof cultural and historical significangeith traces of
occupation that go back far beyond the plantation .era
There arenumerous documented sites of Colorah
farmsteads and preontact era hamlets, and many more
that are still undocumented or have already been
destroyed by development.

The significance of the area as a landscape full of linked
historic properties is tarting to get the attention it
deserves The National Trust for Historic Preservation
recentlynamed the 1imile stretch along th&Vest Bank

of the Mississippi Riveencompassinghe communities

of Edgard, Lucy, and Wallace, as onetted 11 most
endangered historic places in théS (seedNewsand
lyy2dzy OSYSyaé¢ Ay Nekskte) A a&a
This will no doubt bring atteion to the scale and impact
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environment. It has long been recognizéttht NRHP sensitive standardsind guidelinesfor evaluation,and
criteriaof eligibilityinitially emphasize® LINB (i (i @ 0 dzerhpRasizedn@tile Section 106 process is meant to be
and systematically excluded the contributions to public and iterative. But all of this can be slow to
American history of historically marginalized groups, influence how CRM professionals see their sites, a
whether considered along lines of race, ethnicity, problem that is exacerbated when compliadcased

gender, or class. Thereaaregular efforts taedressthis archaeolog takes place with little to no egagement
exclusionand to identify important property types that with local communities. Those communities often know
might 6 S 3 S { G A yhMNatithil RégstSrR@luat a great deal about the significance of sites. The question
ions. The ACHP an8HPQOnight try to promulgate more is, arewe prepared to listefd

I EFARSSUPENR
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Greenfield Exports, LLC Grain Elevator Whitney Plantation Scale Superdome

Proposed for Wallace, Louisiana Wallace, Louisiana Figure New Orleans - 273’ tall
(Average house in Wallace is
half this height)

Top:Whitney Plantation National Register Historic Distrigttom: Comparativeize of Whitney Plantationhe proposed
Greenfield, LLC grain elevator, and the Superd@martesy of the Louisiana Trust for Historic Preservation).
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FIELD NOTES AND RECENT RESEARCH

Community Engagement at Maison Freetown (16LY159)
Samuel M. Hueysadie S. Whitehurst, Gloria Church, and Erica Fox

On October 29, 2022, th®laison Creole de Freetown ants. Mobilization for the public outach event included |
O2YYdzyAlle OSYGSNIIFyYyR [ Tl & &aéité Gsi sondtickeNBnAugust NA2022,yfo récHf St (
Heritage Museum ctiosted a volunteer archaeological site, and a revisit on September 15, 2022, for Ground

dig with the Acadiana Chagt of the Louisiana Penetrating Radar setp. The site was revisited on the
Archaeological Society (LAS) at the Maison Freetown final weekend ofLouisianaArchaeology Month 2022,
site, 16LY159 (Figure 1). With the support of ,LLAS and excavated by AS members, the University of

property owner and leader of the nonprofit True Friends  Louisiana at Lafayette, residents of the Freetown

of Lafayette, Mrs. Erica Fox, is working towards neighborhood, and surrounding communities. There was
documenting the history of Freetown Port Rico. a large turnoutwith many children participating in the
Excavations conducted as part of the public archaeology excavations. As many as 30 people were present at the
day held at Maison Freetown were done so in support of ~ site througt2 dzi G KS RI&d ¢KAA oI a
aNE® C2EQa 321 f 2F o0dzAf RAYHERAHKBQa | NMINBAOS SE YIS BNS B0 8 4
history. Artifacts produced from the excavation are  conducting systematic investigations. Everyone worked
housed atMaison Creole de Freetowithe forthcoming as a team to collect data needed to learn more about
report will detail excavations and artifacts recovered  Freetown PorRico, a communitintegrali 2 [ F T & S
from 16LY159. Findings presented here are preliminary history and culture. As illustrated by the following site
and offered as an update on ongoing research in the background, there is an abundance of documentation
FreetownPort Rico National Historic District. available on the Spanish occupation of the area,
Antebellum plantations, Eurdmerican achievements,

and contributions to the history of LafayetteThe
contributions and roles played by People of Cal@not

&@2s s geympred qTReehaqolrgisy! vegstigatena &

These investigations are part of an ongoing partnership
betweenthe Acadiana Chapter and Maison Freetown to
document the history of the FreetowRort Rico National

|l AGG2NAO 5AaGNAOG gAGK- GK

X %
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ANLEX) e e

Figure 1. LABiembers and staff from thdlational Center for Preservation Technology & Traiaind louisiana Division of
Archaeologyduring GPR testing.

A M ¥
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16LY159 was aimext documeningwhatwas left out of
the written record.The achaeological inquiry intends to
address questions such asvhen Freetown was
established, whether there were free People of Color
living in Freetown during Antebellum timesshether
cemeteries arassociatedvith the community andfrom
where the Freetown population originates.

TheMaison Freetowr{16LY 15¥site iswithin Freetown
Port Rico Historic Distriéh the City of Lafayette. The
Vermillion River is located about360 meters to the
southeast. The sitéallswithin property owned by Rene
Trahanon amap of 1776 Spanistiand patents Rene
Trahan was gmnted the land on May 4, 1776. Rene died
in 1789 and the property was passed to his heirs. Louis
Trahan inherited property east of the Vermilion that was
sold in 1812following his death in 1811 (Brasgieet al.
2013:7). James Martin bought the portiofithe Trahan
estate that is now Freetown PeRico. John Norton
bought the land from James Martin. Jean Mout@r.
purchasa the land from John Norton on September 2,
1816 and combined the areaith a neighboring land
purchase from Andre Martin in 1812.

Alexandre Mouton acquired the landor lle Copal
plantation as a wedding present from his father in 1826.
It isunclear if this land was part of the original grant from
Jean Mouton. Alexandre sold his downtown lots in 1836
to move tolle Copalwith his wik. According tooral
history, Freetown existed before the war and was home
to free People of Color. Much is known about the
Mouton Estate and family historyFar less is known
about Freetown PorRico, and the People of Color who
lived there.

Free Peoplef Color resided in Freetown after, and likely
before, 1860. The area was farmed when it was officially
part of lle Copaland likely continued to be farmed
thereafter, as many of the residents of Freetown are still
identified as farmers and farm laborers in the 1940 U.S.
Census Records. The Freetown community land was
surveyed using the arpent system in the 1880s. The
Frencharpent system is traditionally applied to agrarian
land organizationindicatingFreetownwastransformed
from a sugar plantation t@ suburban community. The
last undeveloped property in Freetown was located
behind the Maison Freetown site. This area wasd for
community gatherings and sporting events. This area of
Freetown was a place People of Color gewdple from
various cultural backgrounds could gather and carry on
their traditions despite segregation and racial tension.
Africans, African AmericanCajuns,Creoles of Color,

Lebanese, antlative Americans were among the people
livingin Freetown(DOI, NPS 2015: 151).

Site16LY159 wagrobablycultivated as farmland by the
community of FreetownPartsof Freetown appeaon
Sanborn maps in 1912, btite 800 Bst Vermilionblock

is not shownuntil 1928. The property was uninsured for
fire protection until 1928, meaning either themere no
buildings there, or the property wasnot deemed of
sufficient value to be insured ke company. Property
records for 800 BstVermilion Steet state the property
was developedin 1860, however, nmther evidence
existsfor structures on the property athat time. The
spacewas likely utilized by free People of Color during,
prior, and following 1860.

Structuresaround 800 Est Vermilion Steet were built

by Pierre Rudolph Re8r.(b. 1871 d. 1934)around1910
(HSS 281922 1991).When the house at 800 st
VermilionStreetwas recordedluringthe FreetownPort
RicoHistoric Structures Survag 1991 Pierre Roywas
the owner. This is presumably Pierre Rudolph,Roy
According to comments on the Historic Structures
Survey, Congressman Robert Louis Mouton (1B385)
once lived at the house. Robert L. Mouton is the brother
of Anna Mouton Roy. Th&ructurehas keencalleddthe
DFa&dAS 12YSZ¢é |y 2tftR F2f 1 Q:

Mobilization for the public outreach dig began on Friday,
October 28, 2022with field equipmentloaned by he
Louisiana Public Archaeology LablUitLafayette.The
main purpose of themobilization day was to organize
equipment and locate artifact deposits for the public to
excavate the following dayLAS Acadiana Chapter
officers Sadie Schoeffler, Gloria Church, and Sam Huey
conducted ground surface inspection and shovel testing
to determine test unit locations. Shovel testing was
conducted at 1@meter grid intervals (Figure 2). Each
shovel testproducedcultural materia$, including brick
fragments, ferrous metal, wire nails, earthenware, glass,
beads, charcoal, and plastic. Based on the results of
shovel testing and ground surface inspection, twoydl
meter test units werdaid outand an initial 5 cm was
excavatedto remove roots and other organic debris
related to the O Horizon Excavation ceasedonce
artifacts were encounteredlhe test units were covered
with plywood and plastic to protect them from rain. This
initial setup day proved vital to the success of the pab
outreach dig. Excavation equipment and amenities for
the volunteers were stored on site &field trailer for the
F2f{f26Ay3 RIFI&8Qa Lzt AO 2dzi
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Figure2. Southwestern view of shovel testing conducted on October 28, 2022

Figure3. Southeastern view of 16LY159 on October 28

The public outreach dig began in the pouring rain.
Canopiesvere quickly seup, tables arranged, teaching
artifact collections laid out, waters iced down, and snacks
put on the table. Itwas raining hard and the team was
lucky that two members of the public, Jerod and Mattie,
arrived early to assist with setupy around 9:00 AM, 10
volunteerswere standing in the rain and ready to begin
excavation.The rain began to wanafter 9:00 AMand
excavation of TU and T began (Figure 4). The initial

7

level of TUL1 produced an abundance of glass, metal,
gravel, and earthenwareMost of the glass was
diagnostic of the 1930sasindicated by Owendlinois
maker marks. Several milk glass cannirg fid frag
mentswere diagnostic of the late 1800s and early 1900s.
What appeaed to be pieces of a rosary were recovered
throughout level 1, including a small cross collected near
the baseof level 1. A minommount of Pearlware was
also collected fromtte initial level Thiswas surprising
sincePearlwaredates earliethan what was expected

Excavation of level 2 in TUcontinued to produce glass,
ferrous metal, and earthenware. The frequency of gravel
decreased while the frequency of brickglass, earthen
ware,and Pearlware increased. There was an increase in
the recovery of charcoal in level 2. Level 3 continued to
produce artifactsuch adrick, glass, metal, and earthen
ware. No gravel was collected from level 3 and the
frequency of clea glass and charcoal deased.
Earthenware, milk glass, and brick continued to be
recovered with a frequency matching previous levels.
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Figure 4. Eastern view of Test Writand 2.

Excavation of TU dndedat the bottom oflevel 3as day
light faded Prior to closing out the unit and backfilling,
the wall profiles were mapped and photographed.
feature was observed in thsouthwest corner of TU.
Bvidenceof the featureincluded abreak in Stratum I]I
an absence of oxidized iron concretiongnd a
concentraton ofbrick fragments and earthenware in the
southwestern quadrantThe featurecould not be further
investigateddue to time constraints Thefeature might
have been produced bg tree fall or burneebut stump
Levels 2 and 3however, exhibited little evidence of
disturbance. Th&earlware recovered from level 1 TJ

1 mighthave beerassociated with the featurealthough
not included with the material collected from llecause
the feature was not observed untdubsequentlevels
were excavated Additional excavation is warranted to
fully evaluate the feature.

Excavation of T@ encountered artifacts similar to those
collected from TUL. A thin sheet midden containing
curved and flat glass, was encountered at the transition

8

between strati | and Il in TU2. This concentration of
glass was associated with ferrous metal and
earthenware. The primary purpose of excavation was to
investigate a baked clay feature visible on the ground
surface. The baked clay feature was a squaepstand
thought to possibly represent structural remains. The
baked clay feature was bisected and viewed in profile.
Upon observing the feature in the bisection it was
apparent that the baked clay was the product of a small
fire, likely related to landscapg and burning leaves. Test
Unit 2 was only excavated to 10 cm below datum. Time
constraints hardpacked soil, and theoals of public
outreach and education precludedurther excavation.
Given the shallowdepth, it is difficult to assessthe
amount of dsturbance encountered in TU2. Still,
valuable datawere collected froma single excavated
level More importantly,the childrenhad a great time
and learned a good deabout archaeologyFigure 5).

Two shovel tests were excavated east of the test units
a location identified by the property owneas high
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Figure 5. Volunteers excavating Test Unit 1, lmidevel 1.

probability. Both shovel testproduced earthenware,
metal, glass, and brick. The shovel testing revealed
deposits as deep as 50 cm below datum (Figure 6). The
deposits appeared undisturbed in profile and large glass
bottle fragments were recovered from SZ. The
southeasternmost portion of thaite would be an ideal
location for future investigations.

Additional background information is provided hete
understand the context of theecoveredartifacts. The
earliest known structures builtat 800 E&st Vermilion
Street appear on Sanborn Maps 1928 (Figur€). Four
structuresarerecordedon the current propertyin 1928
The main dwelling is a one story, shingle roof building
with two main rooms, a back room, a side room, a front
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Figure6. Western view of shovel testing.

porch, and a small rear porch. There may have been two
families residing in the home in 1928. Behind the house
are three small buildingshownon the 1928 map. One is

a square structure labeled as a esw@ry, shingle roof
auto house or private garage. The othisra onestory
building with a slate or tin roof, but no information about
its function is indicated. It may have been a general shed.
The square structure in the very rear of the property is a

10

shingle roof stable. There are some changes in the 1940
Sanbon Maps (Figure8). The biggest change is that a
house number, 80045t Vermilion Street, was assigned
by 1940. All four structures are recorded as having slate
or tin rooves. In 1940 the main dwelling has only one
main room, possibly indicating that by 4® only one
family resided in the house. The structure in the very rear
of the property is marked as a dwelling and is about half
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the size it was i1928. The dwelling at the bach
of the property has a house number: 800 %
Vermilion Steet.

Most ofthe artifact assemblage reflecé early
to mid-twentieth century occupation of the site)
This early to midwentieth century component,
documented by thel928 and 1940 maps, id
representedby milk glass eming jar lid insert
fragments, aqua glass, carnival glass, depresg
glass, ceramic tile, brick, porcelain electric
insulator, plastic, wire nails, fauna, and har
plastic. These early to migventieth century
artifacts were encountered throughout each
excavatedevel Thefrequency of wire nailsand
brown and clear glass decreasvith each
successive levelThe mid-twentieth century
artifact scatter appears to overlay and surroun
an intact artifact depositdating from thelate-
eighteenth to midnineteenth century.

. EME ST .

WeLrow Sr

The feature identified in TUW is the most
interesting deposit encountered duringhe
excavation.This feature was distinguished from

Figure7. Sanborn Fire Insurance Mégr Lafayette, Louisiana. Sanborn
Map Company, Afirl928

the surrounding matrix by artifact type
frequendes, soil texture, and color. The featurg
wallssloped inward. Wfortunately, due to time
constraints the base of the feature was not
reached. Milk glass canning jar lid fragment_
agua glass fragments, and fauna were collect
along with Pearlware sherds Only a small| |
amount of Pearlware was recovered from
outside of the feature in Test Unit, Aand no
Pearlware has been identified in the assemblag
produced from Test Unit 2.

The Pearlware suggestsan earlier date of
occupationthan other artifactsrecovered from
the site. Pearlware is typically diagnostic of th
late 1700s to eari800s which is earlier than
the dates suggestedly the available historical
documentation. ThePearlware could bean
heirloom, or the featurein TU1 mightrepresent
an Antebellum component. People of Colo

LAFAYETTE, LA.

ilel _—oTT 1940

likely utilized the areaand possibly lived at the
sitein the interim from when Alexandre sold his
downtown lots in 1836and theproperty at 800
EastVermilion Streetvas recordedn 1860.

Free People of Color lived in Freetofoilowing the Civil
War. The Maison Freetown sitemight have been
occupied from 1860 to 1928. The property was
uninsured for fire protection until 1928, but that does

11

Figure8. Sanborn Fire Insurance Mégr Lafayette,Louisana. Sanborn
Map Company, Oober 1940.

not mean that a residence was not located on the
property prior to 1928Thefeaturein TU 1 mighteflect

a gap in historical knowledge spanning nearly 100 years,
from 1836 t01928 Thearea was likely occupied by free
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People of Coloduring this time Further investigation is
needed to understandhe Antebellum, as well akter
site occupancyand the peoplewho livedthere. Upon
completion of the lab work a final report will be
produced with a more detailed account of the
investigation analysis of the artifacts, and interpretat
ions. Fine scale artifact analysis and additional archival
researchare needed to better understan®ite 16LY159
and will be preseted in thereport. Following up orthe
resultsof the GPR survey, additional excavations will be
conducted at the location chnomalies as well aghe
feature in TU 1 Records and artifactfrom this
investigationwill be curated at the Maison Freetown
Canmunity Center and Museum.

The public outreach dig was a major success and
important archaeological datavere collected While
several volunteers haddegrees in anthropology,

everyone gained valuablexperiencein archaeological
excavation.Many people povided contact information
and expressed an interest in assisting with future work.
Mrs. Erica Fox assisted with the excavation and worked
with the crew all day after driving in from Tex@3sgure
9). She has a wealth of knowledged has madealuable
contributions tothe Freetown community. Locatedia

Figure9. Erica Fox and family at TIU

12

outlets covered the event and interviewed Mrs. Fox for a
news storyon television and online (Figur&Q). This
investigation, as well as other efforts made by the
Freetown Community Center andruk Friends of
Lafayette are steps toward answering our research
guestions.
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Poverty Point Station Archaeology Program
Update

Diana M. Greenlee

Poverty Point Station Archaeologist

The followings an update on a fewf the interesting and
ongoing projectdbeing carried out by th&overty Point
Station Archaeology Program

16CT467 (Catehplin Mound)

The Poverty Point Station Archaeology Program was
contacted by Lee Mizell, the current ownerX8CT467,

the CaterAplin Mound. The property, located on the
west bank of the Ouachita River in Harrisonburg, LA,
consists of a Victoriaetyle house on gpre-contact
earthen mound. The house is thought to have been built
in 1905 by Judge Robert Monroe iaédrro (Gulf South
Research Corporation [GSRC] 1996). The owner was
interested in learning more about the mound, in hopes
that the house and mound could both be added to the
National Register of Historic Places. Regardless of the
ariSQa St é Nafional Repistay, M ikl 8 K
interested in learning more about and preserving the
mound.

The CatetAplin Mound site is situated on the natural
levee of the Ouachita River. The Hebert Silt Loam soils of
the locale are level, somewhat poorly drainededium

acid at the surfaceand strongly acid in the subsoil (Boyd
1986). While noting that this setting rarely floods, Boyd

omMdpycYoou adlrdasSa GkKIQ
K2YSaAriaSaxe 0 dzi GK2YSa Ol
designed mounds of soil mateliaabove flood

St SPOFKiA2yade
SINIKg2N] Aa |
This site was first recorded in 1995 by Dennis Jones and
Malcolm Shuman as the result of a Phase | survey
investigating alternative approaches topeoposed new
bridge over the Ouachita River (GSRC 1996). They noted
that the mound was recognized as early as the 1890s,
gAGK GKS LINPLISNIeE fFoStSR
surveyor plats (GSRC 1996@4, 118). The proposed
corridor crossed the yard saubf the mound and would

not have impacted the mound directly. Their
investigation of that area included a surface survey, forty
shovel tests, and one-ly-1-m test unit. Bothpost
contact and pre-contact artifacts were recovered, but
none of thepre-contact artifacts, which were exclusively
lithics, were temporally diagnostic. Five soil probes were
collected from the south half of the mound and one
showed mottling consistent with baské&tading. In the

hy$
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end, that proposed route was not selected for the lged
approach.

In 2005, Joe Saunders and Reca Jones completed a
detailed topographic map of the mound (Saundetsl.
2005). They did not collect any soil cores from the mound
due tothe fear of hitting buried utilities, but they noted
that, given the laclof temporally diagnostic artifacts,
coring will be necessary to establish the status and age
of the mound. A nonsystematic surface survey of
exposed ground in January 2022 revealed a single classic
blade of Citronelle chert. The landowner has also found
anAlba point andachert flake or broken blade.

Soil scientists Thurman Allen (Natural Resources
Conservation Service [NRCS], retired) and Rachel Stout
Evans (NRCS) pulled two soliecrd cores from the
mound on 16 May 2022 (Figure 1), one near the top and
the other on the southern toe slope. Alternating A and E
horizons within the cores revealed that the mound was
built using a sod block construction technique (Figure 2),
where chunks of surface soils about 10 cm thick were
removed intact and stacked upside®wn. There appear

to be more sod blocks in Core 2 (mound toe slope) than
Core 1 (mound top), or at least they are more visible.
While that could be the result of the differential use of
sod blocks during mound construction to stabilize slopes
subject to eosion (Sherwood and Kidder 2011), in this
case it may also be a result of differential preservation
due to the way water interacts with different slopes (i.e.,

i K S the flattar fsurfageaneargtheizop Wifl @llow indm \WadeR

iyloverpedt doyryyard through ie mouNddegésNandd
hence more pedogenesis of, underlying sediments than
0KAa

techniques, Kassabaum and Graham (2021) summarized
the incidence of sod block construction. While not
exactly a common congiction technique, it has been
identified at several sites in the midwestern and
southeastern US. The closest example of sod block
congtruciior Bay tieaModag R of the lake Proyidengef F
Mounds (16EC6), a Preston phase Coles Creek
construction (Weinstein 2005).

Van Nest et al. (2001) provide a useful model for the
examination of sod block construction, even though the
context of their analysis, lllinois Valley Hopewell
mounds, is quite different from this mound. The texture
and organic content of the sedimentqollen, and
phytoliths can be informative about the source of the sod
and the local landscape. Accordingly, Core #2 has been
transferred to Elizabeth Scharf (University of North
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Figure 1. Thurman Allen and Rachel Stout Evans coring the/AmteMound.
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Figure 2. 4&mlong segment of Core #2 taken from the toe slope ofrieund at 16CT46{fop to the left) The alternating
light/dark bands reflect inverted sod blocks placed during mound construction. Photomerged image.

Dakota) for sedimentoldgal and palynological analysis. other archaeological sites in the region. The dogamee

She will also attempt to acquire radiocarbon dates on  GPS tracker to log their movements as they search an
charred botanical material, if there is any, from the sod area. They are trained to provide a specific alert, or
block A horizons. trained final response (TFR), when they have detected
the scent of human remains. The tracking data can be
FylFftel SR F2NJ & Kda2he dagdtsatingré 2 -
In 2020, thePoverty PoinStation Archaeology Program  not sufficiently strong to trigger a TFR. TFRs are recorded
was ontacted by two dog handlers, Julia Head and o6& (KS KIFIyRfSNE FyR gA0GK
Georgia Baker of CrossroadsdKSearch and Rescue,  the latter involving multiple point measurements that
about using cadaver, or human remains detection (HRD) are averaged for greater accuracy and precision.

dogs to located unmarked graves at Poverty Point and

14

Human Remains Detection Survey
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The unmarkedost-contact cemetery on Ridge 1 South
noted by Moore (1913), Ford and Webb (1956), and
Gibson (1987) was selected as the first test for the dogs.
l'F1F3 omdhpnYnd RSaAONROSR

A pendingg |

Binghamton University faculty and studentalso
conducted a GPR survey of aB@50-m grid over the
Ridge 1 South HRD survey area. Those results are
GOodzNRAIf 3IANRdzyR F21
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handles were not informed if, or where there might be
burials in the search area. They were instructed to take
the dogs toward the general area of the timber circle
cylinders (Figure 3). On 14 March 2021, the handlers
surveyed the general area of the cylindempproaching
FNRBY (GKS y2NIK O0GKS +AaAd?z
March 2021, they approached the same area from the
south. Both times the handlers used a free search (off
leash) strategy. Conditions ranged from fair to overcast,
with temperatures 50°70° F, humidity 40980%, winds

3-8 mph, and barometric pressure 30:30.30 inches.

On 2 April 2021, the handlers surveyed the Mound D
area. Headstones for Sarah Guier and Amanda Malvina
Dawson Van Rensselaer are currently on the mound,
although a resisvity survey in 1981 by John E. Keller
indicated that there may be as many as four burials in the
mound and that the headstones appear to be displaced
from the graves (Keller, personal communication, 1981).
This survey was conducted twash. Conditions we
fair, with temperatures 44%56° F, humidity 329%7%,
winds 69 mph, and barometric pressure 3€35.55
inches. The ground temperature was 58° F.

CAIdzNBE o akKz2ga GKS t20FGAz2
f20FdA2yad LG Ffaz dIdagcSy i
from yellow (less time/low interest) to red (more
time/high interest). The dogs alerted in a small portion
of the entire coverage area. Several of the TFRs in the
Ridge 1 South area are clustered at the north end of Ford
and Webb's Cut 7 trenchelatively precise placement of
which is possible because it is visible in Hargrave

/[ tFreQa ownmcO YIFIySGiAaO RI
scrape soil to the ends of the trench. When the trench
was refilled, soil or bone fragments from the graves were
likely left at the end of the trench. It is not clear why
there are no TFRs at the south end of the trench,
although it is at a higher elevation and scent would travel
downward with air and water flow. Some of the broad
scatter could reflect remains scattetdy plowing.

There are three relatively tight clusters of TFRs at Mound
D, with multiple dogs alerting in the same areas. The
cluster located southeast of the mound is located

downslope along a small drain; that is how one would
expect scent to travel ani is probably not indicative of

a burial there.

15

16WC5
* TFR
= Hot Spot

A

° cores

" test_units

:l Ford_cut 7

o cylinders

Uz U T LI =y A

—y
Figure 3. Trained Final ResponéESRs) and hot spots
(locations of interest) provided by the HRD dogs on Ridge 1

South (left) and Mound D (right).
Pit-Mound Structure
In 2020, the Poverty PointVorld Heritage SiteWHS

Mpiggenagee Rgremaly gl gequestediihgl e Siaen

Archaeology Pragm investigate a depression and

adjacent hump of earth near Mound E (Figure 4). Aerial
photos indicate this location was in trees since at least
1938. It was assumed to be an example of meand

pit microtopography created by an uprooted tree, and

the Poverty Point WHS maintenance staff hoped to

smooth it over to make the area easier to maintain. That

8SIFNE GKNBS uwHodpn OY omMED
YIydzZd t az2iat LINRPoS® hyS 4l &
G2 6SNB 6AGKAY (KS rhak@l OS)

(e.g., charred botanical remains, fired earth, and lumps
of sand) extended at least to 2.56 m, the bottom of the
O2NB GF1Sy FTNBY (KS aLRAGO
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Southwest
Ridges
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Figure 4. Top: Aerial photo obtained from Google Earth showintptfagion of the PMound Structure, circled in red. The image
dated 12/31/2009, but this is obviously not a December photograph. Bottomm&iind structure. Photo taken facing south; flag

indicate initial three core locations.

inconsistent with a simple treefall and additional penetrated to 5.72 nbelow surface Bg and a piece of
research was warranted. well-preserved wood was discovered embedded in the
On 2 December 2020, Rachel Stout Evans and Thurman core at 4.62 m BS (Figure 5). Th? WO.Od’ Wh'Ch.'S not a
1t 68y SEGNI OGSR I p-modntedone 3% SWNH APRDG i0) 0o R feld

Bull soil sampler. The C4 cav@s inthe deepest part of assessmernias that culiural fill extended io'5.14 m BS.
the depression,adjacent to 2020 core C1. The core In that case, the wood may have been part of a large,

16
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Figure 5Top Wood fragment in the C4 corBottom: Sample
submitted for radiocarbon dating (photo courtesy of Beta
Analytic, Inc.).

deep post, like thse associated with timber circles in the
LX FTFd LGA LRaAGAZY O |y
where it appears to turn northeastward could have been
a significant location.

Later, detailed examination and description of the core
suggested that the ctural fill extended to 3.21 m, or
possibly 4.06 m BS, placing the wood fragment well
within the Pine Island stratum. On Macon Ridge, the Pine
Island stratum lies beneath the wirdkposited loess,
and the wood should be several thousand years old. It
was peserved well enough that a subsample sent to
paleoethnobotanist Karen Leone was identifiedPaisus

sp. A second subsample was submitted to Beta Analytic

17

for radiocarbon determination. The returned AMS 14C
RFGS 61F0&d oon B on &SI gehfo
CE 148650 places the sample mostly within thest-
contact period. Thus, it is not a remnant from the Late
Pleistocene epoch and it cannot be from a Poverty Point
era post. Southern pine trees can live to be a few
hundred years old, thus this pieaould represent old
wood from a more recent activity.

If the deep fill in the depression is not a large, filled
posthole associated with thpre-contact occupation of
the site, then what is it? It could be a filled well or cistern,
although we are notware of these kinds of features on
Macon Ridge. Cisterns often contgost-contact debris
and only charcoal and fired earth were visible in the
cores. It could be part of a larger gully or borrow area
that was subsequently filled bgurcAmericanfarmers.

To test that hypothesis, eight&m cores were extracted
by Stout Evans and Allen on arbgrid around core C4.
These eight cores were distinct from C4 in that their fill
appeared to be relatively clean (i.e., no artifacts or
midden were visibleand not very deep. Not surprisingly,
the cores located on the edge of the Mound E Ridge had
more surficial fill than the cores farther off the ridge.
These data are not consistent with a filled gully or borrow
area in this location.

Subsamples were remogdrom core C4 and two other
cores for particle size, chemistry (P, K, Ca, Mg, Na, pH,
and organic matter), and magnetic susceptibility
analyses The subsamples for particle size and chemical
assay were submitted tdhe Environmental Analysis
Laboratoryat University of Louisiana at Monroevhile
those for magnetic susceptibility were sent to Rinita
Dalan (Minnesota State University Moorhead). As would
be expected for cultural fill, Core C4 was much more
variable in magnetic susceptibility, % organic matfe,

and potassium content with depth than samples from
the .other cores, which are magkke th I.natural

i I§ %885 eBtﬁnhty’\nQoreu&‘?‘s qtﬁt§ \}%}Pﬁe to9 abo‘ﬁt)\ |
4.95 m BS, which suggests the wood may be in cultural
fill, not below it.

The pit d the pitmound structure appears to be an
isolated feature. Its origin and function are still unclear
and await further evaluation. Theoverty PointStation
Archaeology Program is planning to test this feature,
weather permitting, in late May and earlyrie. Feel free
to emailDiana Greenleat greenlee @ulm.edif you are
interested in participating in the fieldwork.
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An Early Poverty Point Age Lady from Lake Pontdhein
Chip McGimsey, State Archaeologist
Louisiana Division of Archaeology

In 1985, an individual recovered a human cranial
fragment from somewhere on the shore of Lake
Pontchartrain. The fragment was eventually given to
Duke Rivet at théouisiandivision of Archaeology, who
transferred it to the Forensic Anthropology and
Compuer Enhanced Services lab (FACES) at Louisiana
State University. Assessment of the element indicated it
was likely from a 25 to 35 yeald female. She may have
had an iron deficiency and exhibited a resorptive lesion
resulting from an unknown cause. i§lanalysis could not
however, determine when the individual may have died
and thus it was unclear if it represented a modern
forensic case or an older burial.

In the late 1980s, the fragment was reexamined at the
North Louisiana Criminalistics Laboratdmyt the lab
could not clarify the possible death date. The lab also
attempted to sample the DNA but was not able to
recover a complete profile. In 2009, the St. Tammany

18

Paper presented at the 2021 annual meeting of the
Southeastermrchaeological Conference, DurhaNG

Moore, Clarence B.

1913 Some Aboriginal Sites in Louisiana and in Arkansas:
Atchafalaya River, Lake Larto, Tensas River, Bayou
ale2y> .l@&@2dz 5Q! Nb2yyS=>
ArkansasJournal of the Academyf dlatural Sciences of
Philadelphial 6:593.

Saunders, Joe, Reca Jones and Thurman Allen

2005 2005 Annual Report for Management Unit 2.
Unpublished report submitted to the Division of
Archaeology, Louisiana Department of Culture,
Recreation and Tourism, Rat Rouge, LA. Department of
Geosciences, University of Louisiana at Monroe.

Sherwood, Sarah C. and Tristram R. Kidder

2009 The DaVincis of dirt: geoarchaeological perspectives
on Native American mound building in the Mississippi
River basinJournal of Athropological Archaeology
30:6987.

Van Nest, Julieann, Douglas K. Charles, Jane E. Buikstra, and
David L. Asch

2001 Sod blocks in lllinois Hopewell moundsnerican
Antiquity 66:633650.

Weinstein, Richard A.

2005 Lake Providence: A Terminal Calzeek Culture
Mound Center, East Carroll Parish, Louisiana, Vol.1.
Report prepared for the Vicksburg District U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers. Coastal Environments, Inc., Baton

Rouge, LA. ,

Ly

tF NARAK / 2NRYSNRA hFFAOS
to obtain a DNA sample from théone. The test
confirmed the individual was female but produced a very
limited DNA profile that was not sufficient for possible
matching with any known forensic or missing person
case. In 2022, STPCO reopened the investigation in an
effort to determinettS A Y RA @A Rdzl £ Q& | 3!
evidence of criminal activity could be identified.

0 {

A sample of the bone was submitted to Beta Analytic for
radiocarbon dating and isotopic analysis. Analysis of the
bone collagen produced a twgigma age range of 3583
3453 (93.9%) and 36105 (1.5%) cal BP (Beta
657573). The date clearly demonstrates the woman
lived during the Late Archaic period (46R500 BP) and
does not represent a modern forensics case. The age
range is contemporaneous with the initial consttioa

and use of Poverty Point (ca. 368000 cal BP) in north
Louisiana (Kidder 2011:1111 3).
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With this result, STPCO had no further interest in the of 6-100/00, while those eating freshwater and marine
human remain and released it back to the FACES lab. The fish and shellfish may have values ofZ/00.

FACES lab has subsequently transferred the nertai
the Division of Archaeology under the terms of the
Louisiana Unmarked Human Burial Sites Preservation
Act. The Division will incorporate the remain into its
collections and consult with Indian Tribes under the
Native American Graves Repatriation dbtection Act
concerning its disposition.

The Lake Pontchartrain individual produced a carbon
isotope ratio of -18.20/00 and a nitrogen ratio of
9.90/00. Comparing these results to some obtained from
a series of sites in Florida (Tykot et al. 2005), the nitrogen
value suggests a significant consumption of aquatic
resources, while the carbon value suggests that these
resources were C3 based, and likely represent inland
The date is interesting although not entirely unexpected.  riverine or lacustrine sources. If the individual had been
There are landforms either shallowly submerged in Lake eating a lot of marine fish or shellfish the carbon ratio
Pontchartrain or exposed on the erosional shoreline that  would have been higher (in th&0 to-15 o/oo range).
could contain sites of this age. Equathgresting though

are the results of the isotopic analysis. The analysis
conducted for this study utilized only bone collagen and
the discussion below focuses on that material. Tykot
(2004) is the primary source of information concerning
dietary isotoperatios.

At the time this individual walving, Lake Pontchartrain
had just formed, as the St. Bernard lobe of the Mississippi
River was developing and cutting it off from direct access
to the sea. The data for this one person suggests she was
eating a lot of freshwater fish or shell fish, andt
utilizing many marine fish. This may support the
Carbon and nitrogen isotope ratios can be used to interpretation that Lake Pontchartrain was largely
reconstruct prehistoric diet because of differential brackish by this time. It is also possible this element
fractionation between certain plant groups, atmospheric ~ eroded from a site that at the time of occupation was
carbon dioxide during photosynthesis, and nitrogen  some distance inland and not directly ¢he coast, and

fixation or absorption. Different bwe tissues reflect thus access to marine resources may have been limited.
different components of the diet. Bone collagen is  The isotopic data do indicate some communities had
primarily produced from the protein part of the diet, ready access to freshwater aquatic resources, as

AAAAA

while bone carbonate and tooth enamel (apatite) are NBFf SOGSR Ay (GKA& 62YFyQa

made from a combination of dietary protein, carbo

hydrates, and fats. Bone taen and bone apatite are
constantly being replenished, so their isotopic signature
reflects the dietary average over several years. Tooth
enamel will reflect the diet during the period the tooth ~ References Cited
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As a final note, this is the first individualtiotey from the
Poverty Point period to be identified in Louisiana.
Perhaps she visited that site at some point during her life.

In general, plants in temperate zon¢such as south
Louisiana) utilize the C3 photosynthetic pathway and will
have a carbon isotope ratio 626.50/00, while plants
(including maize) in subtropical zones utilizing the C4
pathway will have a ratio 61.2.50/00. In the New World,
maize is ofterthe only C4 plant contributing to human
diet and the carbon ratio is effective at inferring the
presence of maize in the diet.Organisms that feed
exclusively on C3 plants often have a collagen carbon
isotope ratio near-21.50/00, while those feeding
exdusively on C4 plants will have a collagen ratio nrear

7.50/o0. Archaic through Safety Harbor Periods. Special issue
Nitrogen isotope ratios can vary based on rainfall, of Geoarchaeological and Bioarchaeological Studies
altitude, and other factors, while carbon and nitrogen 3: 517520. Proceedings of the 33nternational

ratios can vary considerably among marine organisms. Symposium on Archaeometry, Ai22-26, 2002,
However, people eating primayilterrestrial plants and edited by H. Kars and E. Burke. Amsterdam, The
animals typically have collagen nitrogen isotope values Netherlands.
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Workshops at NCPTT
Sadie S. Whitehurst and Tad Britt
National Center for Preservation Technology and Training

The National Center foPreservation Technology and

three-day workshopon May 9 to 11, 2023 for

Training (NCPTT) is a branch of the National Park Service archeologists to learn about the theory and practice of

stationed in Natchitoches,ouisiana on the campus of
Northwestern State University. The center is dedicated
to research and education with focuses on historic
preservaton in archeology, historic landscapes and
architecture, and materials conservation. Each program
at NCPTT hosts training workshops in its respective focus
throughout the year. This year, the Archeology Program
is hosting three workshops.

Detection Dogs Wirkshop at Poverty Point

Human remains detection (HRD) dogs, commonly
referred to as cadaver dogs, are finding their way into the
world of archeology and are proving to be quite the
interesting tool. This approach to archeological
prospection uses dogs freed in various forms of scent
detection to aid in remote sensing at prand post
contact burial sites and cemeteries. Readershef LAS
Newslettermay recall learning about HRD dogs in Chip
aODAY&aSeEQa
I NOK I S MeGnBay deiscribes his interactions with
handler/dog teams at a couple of sites, discusses how the
teams conduct a search, and elaborates on a few of the
environmental factors that affect how the dogs detect
scent from human decomposition materials that are
hundreds or a few thousand years oldiana Greenlee
also discusses the useldRD dogs at Poverty Pointthis
issue of the LANewsletter

The archeological community picked up on the potential
for HRD dogs in archeology in relatively recgatrs.
Archeologists and handlers know the value of using HRD
dogs as a supplementary layer of validation in
conjunction with other remote sensing techniques, such
as ground penetrating radar (Baxter and Hargrave 2015
Greenlee 2021). While many questioremain, recent
peerreviewed literature and professional symposia
suggest the community is serious about understanding
and standardizing this new, and frankigtriguing tool
6Dt I @I O | y;Rrelienkghper dilalH202drigh

and Dilkie 2022Martin 2023 Riezzo et al. 2014).

NCPTT, along with many others in this field, recognizes
the need for formal training and exposure for
archeologists planning to work with HRD dogs on their
CRM and research projects. NCPTT, the Poverty Point
World Heritage Siteand Friends of NCPTT facilitated a

20
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and site manager Mark Brink were wonderful hosts,
providing a spce for lectures in the archeological
dormitory, tours of the site for the workshop

participants, and locations to conduct field exercises with
the handler/dog teams.

2aktighe S NG | WB H H5 2 T A

K9 Rip waits for students returning from Poverty Point Mound D.

Instructor Dr. Alexader and K9 Rip istruct studeras HRD
search strategy near Poverty Point Ridge 1 South.

Instructors Dr. Ben Alexander, K9 Training Coordinator at
the Texas State University Forensic Anthropology Center
Lisa Higgins, founding member of Louisiana Search and
Rescue and Dr. Cat Warren, canine handler and
professor at North Carolina State Universipyovided
lectures on scent detection, soil science with
decomposition, history of search and rescue animals,
best practices in the field, and more. The most beneficial
aspect of this workshop, in our opinion, was the
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conversation between instructors and participants about
how to standardize this practice and conduct research
that is shareable and replicable. Qal, this workshop
brought together likeminded, driven people with a
common goal of understanding and using a new tool for
archeologists.

Dr. Cat Warren begins the workshop with an overview of the
history of search and rescue canines.

LASAR's Kirstaifatson with K9 Quest as he marks a spot with
his "trained final response" behavior (sitting).

Archeological Prospection Workshop at Etzanoa

The 2023 Archeological Prospection: Advances for-Non
destructive Investigations Workshop took place May 22
¢ 26 at Cowley College in Arkansas City, Kansas. Field
exercises were conducted at a component of Etzanoa

dedicated to stdying and practicing the methods makes
for an effective, irdepth training that is applicable to our
everyday work.

o

Highlight from the 2018 workshop: magnetic ssceptibility
survey at the Marksville State Historic Site, Louisiana.

There is much chatter in the news as of late about
Etzanoa, one of the many Great Bend aspect sites in and
FNRdzy R ! NJIFyala /Adez YIya
Dr. Donald Blakeslee conducts archeological reseamch
Etzanoa, characterized as an exteesilndigenous
Wichita settlement active generally between AD 1450
and 1700. There are also Spanish contact components,
making this an ideal location to study the different
signatures of features collected by remote sensing tools
such as ground penetratimgdar, magnetometry, metal
detection, earth resistance, electromagnetic techniques,
and aerial imagery techniques. Students learned the
theory and history of each of these methods, gained
handson experience in the field, and practiced data
interpretation. We hope to continue offering this
training opportunity for years to come; please contact us
at NCPTT if you have questions.

Coming Up: Archeology of Firearms Workshop

In Springfield, MA, this October £20, 2023, NCPTT, the
Springfield Armory Nationalistoric Site, and Friends of
NCPTT are hosting the Archeology of Firearms

called the Country Club Site (14CO3). The site ensured an Workshop. Firearms are a distinctive and common

intriguing learning experience as a truly fascinating
location to practice remote sensing technicqueThis
offering marked the 30 year in which the Archeological
Prospection workshop was offered and facilitated
through NCPTT, the Midwest Archeological Center, and
Friends of NCPTT. We learn about remote sensing
techniques in school and on the job, but a full five days

21

element of postcontact material culture. There are

many elaborate parts to guns and ammunition that
require a trained eye to identifand understand their

interpretation in an assemblagg: KA & &SI NDa
expands to include a greater discussion on the safe
handling of ammunitions and unexploded ordinances.
The registration for this workshop is not yet active, but
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NCPTT will share amannouncement on all platforms
when the registration is open.

g N 1&7 ;
: practicimgerpretation of

= :
Highlight from the 2022 workshop
an assemblage of firearm parts.
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMESIT

West Bank of St. John the Baptist Parish the population with a rich and complex cut) but also 300
NTHPEndangered_ist years of agricultural tradition, historic sites, archaeo
Brian M. Davis, Executive Director logical records, existing film and tourism industries, and
Louisiana Trust for Historic Preservation a delicate natural ecosystem.

Edgard, LAThe entire West Bank of St. John the Baptist The region that is now the West Bank of St. John Parish
Parish was added to the National Trust for Historic —Was settled by Europeans asfarming community in
t NEASNDI GA NSNS Of DAl M T a2 a d724epdinoynastesSrecond German Coast. Its unique
Historic Placethis week. Since 1988, the National Trust  history has been preserved through its agriculture, rural
KIFIa dzaSR AdGa ftrad 27F 1 YSNaaSGagesurban formzapdscgllectya qrliungl memps/R
Historic FPaces to raise awareness about the threats and traditions. In fact, the survival of early New Orleans
TEOAYI a2YS 27F 2dzNJ y I A2y Q&an benahutedSgtife Garmad imanigyrns farpers who
took their produce down the river to market each week.

Plans for industrial development threaten the last

dzy 12 dzOKSR &a800GA2Yy 27F [ 2 dzh aTke three digtoriggviliayesyof Lyrcy, Fgoard (Gagish seat)y
area which all Louisiana students learn about in their ~and Wallace contribute to the interwoven, linear
state history class. At risk of loss are not only a local community along the Mississippi River. There are

Evergreen Plantation National Historic Landmark (courtesy of thuésiana Trust for Historic Preservafion
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https://www.lthp.org/
https://savingplaces.org/americas-most-endangered-historic-places
https://savingplaces.org/americas-most-endangered-historic-places
https://www.lthp.org/
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Whitney Plantation National Register Historic District
(courtesy of theLouisiana Trust for Historic Preservadion

numerous historic sites located within this stretch,
including Whitney and Evergreen Plantations, both of
which are nationally renowned for their interpretation of
the experience of enslaved persons. The village of
Wallace was founded immediately after the Civil War by
Black soldiers who joined the Union Army to gain their
freedom and afterwards, returned home tdheir
families. This area is still overwhelmingly populated by
descendants of persons who were enslaved at local
plantations.

The latest threats to the way of life in St. Jaha Baptist
Parish come from several sources. If permitted, a
proposed grain teminal by Greenfield Louisiana, LLC
would be the same size as the Louisiana Superdome and
located adjacent to the village of Wallace. Assisting
Greenfield is the Port of South Louisiana, whose/&ér
Payment in lieu of Taxes (PILOT) agreement established
the taxexempt state agency as the landowner and
Greenfield as the lessee of the development. This
agreement would allow Greenfield to avoid paying just
over $200 million in property taxes over that time period.
The permit application for the grain termina under
review by the LS Army Corps of Engineers to determine
potential impacts tanearbynationally-significant historic
sites.

A diverse group of advocates opposes constructidghef
GreenfieldTerminal. The West Bank is recognized as a
localhistoric district by St. John the Baptist Parish and as
a louisianaCultural District by the state, and the-dile
linear stretch of river is currently being studied by the
National Park ServiceOpponents of the Greenfield
Terminal are asking the .8 Army Corps of Engineers to
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Marathon Oil facility and San Francisco Plantatarthe Eas
bank(courtesy ofLouisiana Trust for Historic Preservafion

S w5

deny the permit for the proposed development because
of numerous potential impacts.

Louisiana Economic Development lists four other large
agricultural sites in west St. Jolime BaptistParish as
available for industrial developménA port facility at any

of these locations would open the West Bank of St. John
the BaptistParish to heavy industry and result in a loss of
people, existing industriesand culture. Brian Dauvis,
executive directorof the Louisiana Trust for Historic
Preservationa € 4% aLF F LERNI | yF
allowed to get a foothold in the West Bank of St. John the
Baptist Parish, this distinctiveulture, its historic record

and what the people can teach us will be lost within the
next twenty years. When your family has existed for
IASYSNIGA2ya AY | NHz2NIE aSi
to live entrenched in the noise, pollution and bright lights
2F Iy AYRdAzAUGNRIE T 2ySoé

In 1988, the Wasington Post broke a story about high
miscarriage and cancer rates concentrated in the village
of St. Gabriel. Since then, this -Bble stretch of the
arhaaArAadaArALlILIA wABSN KFa 0SS
because of the millions of pounds of toxic pollutants
released into the atmosphere each year. The West Bank
has remained agrarian, with fields and houses on the
high ground closest to the river, just 15 feet above sea
level. From the levee, land descends to bayous and
cypress swamps that flow into Lac Deeihnds (Lake

of the Germans), an important seafood habitat and sport
fishing destination.

Katherine MaloneFrance, Chief Preservation Officer for
GKS blraA2yl ¢ ¢CNHzA G aleas
and profoundly important cultural landscape, with


https://www.lthp.org/
https://www.lthp.org/
https://www.lthp.org/
https://www.lthp.org/
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historic villages, plantations, cultivated fields, and
archeological sites that are integral to telling the full
history of our country. The potential construction of
Greenfield Terminal threatens to dramatically harm this
place and the mulfaceted community and culture that
are inextricably tied to it. We stand with local and
national advocates, including the desdants of people
enslaved in the area, to draw national attention to this
place, its centrality to the identity and culture of those
who call it home, and the potential it represents for all
Americans to come together to protect our shared
KAald2NeR dé

rfaz AyOf dzZRSR 2y (KS fAad
Endangered Historic Places this year is the Holy Aid and
[ 2YF2NI { LIANR Gdzl £ WWadkNK A
1880 building was first home to the Perseverance
Benevolent and Mutual Aid Society, with its main hall
R2dzotAy3 a | 211 @SydzsSs
years. Impacted by repeated hurricane damage, the
remaining portions of the building arthreatened with
collapse. Working in partnership, the pastor and
congregation of Holy Aid and Comfort and the
Preservation Resource Center of New Orleans are
seeking funding and support to stabilize the remaining
historic fabric and reconstruct the resf the building for
congregational and community use. To support the
renovation of Holy Aid and Comfort Spiritual Church, visit
the Preservation Research Center of New Orleahs
prcno.org ThelLouisiana Trust for Historic Preservation
was founded in 1979 with the mission to advocate,

a 2T ' YSNA Ol Qa M M aza

Entrance tahe Greenfieldproperty. ®mmunity of Wallace
in the backgroundcourtesy of the Louisiana Trust for Hist
Preservation).

pRegaNA afl ProtdtthiStorid RildiNgs &hdl sitek th MG U /
parishes. The West Bank of St. Jtha BaptistParish
was added tothd 2 dzA & Al VI Q& a2ai
List in 2022. For more information about programs,
resources, membership and how you can help west St.
John the Baptist Parish, visiTHP.orgrheNational Trust

for Historic Preservatiowas founded in 1949 to support
0KS LINBaSNBFGA2Yy 2F ! YSNRO
neighborhoods, and heritage through its programs,
resources and advocacyFor more informdion or to
become a member \isit savingplaces.otgAll three
organizations are membesupported norprofits.

9

Google Earth image of the Mississippi River betwbencommunities ofVallace and Edgard, showing Whitney and Evergreen plantatioms
other National Registelisted propertiesThe West Bank is south of the riveiith industrial development across thver to the north
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