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EDITORIAL PREFACE (LAMENT) 
Clarence H. Webb 
Assistant Editor 

Editor Jon Gibson had the miseries; what with his department, teaching, 
contracts, and silDllltaneous Presidency and Editorship of LAS the man was 
real low. Accustomed as I am to the wailing of infants, I just can't stand 
to see a grown man cry and, besides, I'm an old-time healer of miseries. 
I sy,npathized - and got appointed innnediately. If you don't like the 
result herein, line up for complaints. Jon has already promised to appoint 
the first complainer 2nd Assistant Editor and you know what happens to the 
low man on the totem pole. So far, I've had wonderful cooperation; many 
thanks, al 1. 

Mrs. Webb and I have just returned from the wedding of her nephew, 
Monroe E. Dodd III, in Marshall, Missouri. By happy coincidence the Henry W. 
Hamilton's of that city are friends of the bride's family. Henry is immediate 
Past-President of the Missouri Archaeological Society, an outstanding 
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nonprofessional, author of "The Spiro Mound" and has recently published a 
monograph on Spiro Copper, which I recommend to anyone i n terested in the 
Southern Cult. We had a brief but delightful visit with the Hamiltons, who 
are old friends, going back to the First Caddo Conference at Norman, 
Oklahoma, in 1946. 

LAS PERSONALITIES 

WILLIAM GEORGE HAAG 
by 

Robert S. Neitzel 
Marksville, Louisiana 

There has been an unconscionable lapse and several "calls for papers" 
since Jon Gibson asked me if I would furnish him with a biographical sketch 
about Bill Haag. The question should not have been would I? But could I? 
I know only too well first that the season of our spiritual leader (long 
may he waver) spans an impressive segment of time-space. Secondly there 
is the normal difficulty of producing an even narrative of his life and times 
from the layered particulars existing in the record and in the recesses of 
my memory. It is patently untrue that I complained at one stage of a dearth 
of good things to say about Dr. Haag . Finally, I do have lapses of memory, 
charitably and laughingly attributed to onrushing senility, but I knew this 
could be countered by inventing lively data and details when hard pressed 
for factual information. 

Thus not unaware of the distinction bestowed, I have ceased procrastinating 
and will attempt to do Jon's bidding. I will even pretend not to be apprehensive. 
Clearly I am writing out of my league, since all of you have read the excellent 
-sketch that Jon produced about Clarence Webb in these pages . And certainly 
you all have read or know of the numerous consummate essays and personal 
sketches relating to our business that both Clarence and Bill have done. 
No one should be expected to follow such virtuosity. In a similar plight, 
Hark Twain once remarked while being ridden out of town on a rail, "if it 
weren't for the honor I should have preferred to walk". 

Just how does one write a friendly, biographical sketch about someone 
you have "barely" known for 40 years? A great share of the "b~rely", of 
course, refers to those dear, dim Tennessee Valley Authority days when 
"The Major" (the redoubtable William S. Webb) was in full swing. I doubt 
that Bill, like me, can put his finger on that occasion when we first met, 
and probably supped on something together . I know I can't now isolate that 
event, and if he recalls it he rrrust have had second thoughts many times 
since. Who among you can remember details of the mobile thirties? For that 
matter, how many o f you were around in those high old times? 

Bill, like the rest of us toilers in those days, shared the shal low 
pool of theoretical and factual archaeological knowledge available a t the 
time. Informative reports as we now know them were non-existent. The 
mass ive i nfusion of funds into the public works programs that included 
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archaeological excavation and research led to immediate expansion and 
assimilation of new knowledge, and we field practitioners were the first 
to benefit . This rather small and, in a sense, select group became the core 
of the archaeological professions of succeeding years. Some dropped out 
for greener fields, while the remaining benighted souls sought their levels 
in the newly maturing science. Bill and many of his contemporaries continued 
in the path of scholastic virtue and are well known to us now as the architects 
of the profession, through their contributions as teachers and writers of 
books and articles on archaeology and anthropology. The head count of this 
venerable assemblage still attending various regional archaeological meetings 
dwindles each year. The roster of colleagues whose names grow dim in our 
memory increases correspondingly, and they can be known now only through 
bibliographies, anecdote and personal memories. 

The old archaeology program of the Tennessee Valley Authority sprawled 
over large parts of three states; Kentucky, Tennessee, and Alabama. It 
was partially contemporaneous with and a direct outgrowth of the first 
1933-34 attempts to organize and reconcile scientific archaeological 
excavation with federal relief programs. These took form under var ious 
acronymic rubrics like the FERA, CCC, AWA, and eventually the PWA and 
WPA. The first pilot test was conducted at Marksville, Louisiana by Frank 
Setzler, assisted by Jim Ford, in 1933. The application widened almost 
immediately and similar efforts began to appear in various eastern states. 
Professor William S. Webb, chairman of the physics department of the 
University of Kentucky, was the original overall director of the TVA program 
through which nuclei of archaeologists and WPA labor crews were organized 
in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Alabama under the sponsorship of state universities. 
Bill Haag began early with field work and with supervision of the fledgling 
laboratory that had been set up in Lexington, Kentucky. Tom Lewis and his 
crews in Tennessee and Dave DeJarnette and Chuck Wilder in Alabama began 
work at almost the same time under the Tennessee Valley Authority in river 
basins where inundation was projected. Each of the state units also fielded 
separate parties under their respective university sponsorships to carry 
out exploration outside the limits of dam-basin pool limits . WPA labor 
was used on these projects in scattered areas of each state, all field 
returns being directly accountable to the central museum laboratory at 
each university. 

The personnel of the various field units changed occasionally, but there 
were few experienced excavators available in the eastern United States. 
Simultaneous programs in Pennsylvania, Georgia, and elsewhere literally 
devoured emerging, usually very hungry graduate students from the limited 
school resources in anthropology. The pay scale at some $150 a month was 
sheer munificence to most of us and was not too far below that of the 
professors in the departments; we students were deserting anthropology 
departments during these " starving times". 

With Bill in Kentucky at one time or another were J. L. Buckner, 
Jack Cotter, Ralph Brown, Jack Elliot, and Professor Webb's longtime 
associate , W. D. Funkhouser . In Tennessee, I moved among names like 
Jesse Jennings , Paul Cooper, Chuck Nash, George Neuman, Chuck Fairbanks, 
and several others who disappeared f rom the archaeological scene. Chuck 
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Wilder, Steve Wimberly, Bernie Refshauge, and Harold Dahms were Dave DeJarnette's 
stalwarts in the Pickwick impoundment encompassing Alabama, Tennessee, and 
Mississippi. I believe that Harold Dahms, an old field companion of mine 
from the Nebraska digs, was with Bill in Kentucky during part of this time. 
I had also worked with Refshauge in Nebraska, and Brown, Jennings, Cooper, 
Elliot, and Neuman at the Kincaid Site in Southern Illinois. The limited 
perspective of the time fostered a sheep versus goat duality in the student 
staffs; i.e., the academic guys with obvious ultimate research missi.ons 
and the field men type. For myself academe became more remote and I could 
anticipate no greater.good than going down the line doing enlightened, 
competent fieldwork. Let those with the inclination and talent explore 
the cloudiness of theory and publication. The federal subsidy of archaeology 
appeared then to be a permanent fact of life and may really have become so 
except for the intrusion of World War II. The interdict was sudden and 
longlasting. One week I was mapping postholes on a stripped mound mantle, 
the next I was buying and expediting the deliveries of vast quantities of 
lumber, nails, gravel, and plumbing supplies for the construction of army 
training camps. 

Again I say, I'm not really sure when I first met Bill face-to-face. 
"The Major" in his capacity of coordinator visited all of the field crews 
in turn, carrying along glowing accounts from one job to another of how 
spectacularly and flawlessly each named person on the other projects was 
doing. Somehow the efforts of the particular listener under immediate 
inspection seemed trivial by comparison. I know I came to know DeJarnette 
and Wilder, and probably Bill, through this remote osmotic process. 

This kind of acquaintanceship became real a little later principally 
through the catalyzing influences of Ford, Haag, Griffin and others. They 
became impatient with the slow dissemination of the crudely descriptive 
data and knowledge being collected by the various state research units. 
Out of the needs for exchange of information and comparative study, the 
Southeastern Archaeological Conference arose. Griffin has written in detail 
about this enlivening era in the first issue of the newly formed Midcontinental 
Journal of Archaeology. At meetings, the names heard only in field scuttlebutt 
became living, drinking people talking about classificatory schewes and 
historical relationships of the cutlures they were unearthing. In this 
historical matrix, Bill continued at the University of Kentucky throughout 
the TVA-WPA era conducting the field work and concentrating on analysis of 
and writing about the great quantities of material and data that accumulated 
in the Museum Laboratory. Douglas Schwartz has written about this in his 
book, Conceptions of Kentucky Prehistory (1967) and Jimmy Griffin has put 
it all into perspective in the article spoken of above. One wonders how 
many of Professor Webb's 4O-odd publications would have appeared so soon 
if it were not for Bill's organization work in the Lexington headquarters. 

It is necessary to backtrack now, in order to mention something about 
Bill's youth before this history passes a point of difficult return. 
William G. Haag is of German stock on both sides of his family, a point 
that has been a disservice to creative punning about Haig and Haig and the 
like. Moreover, diligent genealogical investigation has failed to uncover 
any family connection, collateral or otherwise, to the line of Thomas Moore 
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of Kentucky straight fame. Any expectations I may have had for an emerging 
t heory concerning conditioning versus genetic imprint has died aborning. 
Three and probably all four of the sons of Bill and Hope Sullivan Haag 
bear family names from both sides. Bill and Hope were married while he 
was still associated with the Anthropology Museum at the University of 
Kentucky. He was graduated from that school with a B.S. degree in 1932, 
followed by an M. S. the next year. Under the aegis of 11The Major 11

, Bill's 
residency prepared him well for the exciting archaeology of the depression 
years to follow . 

Professor Webb had immersed himself in Indian lore throughout a long 
and colorful official career and, at Kentucky, bec.ame an apt and able student 
and innovator in southeastern archaeology. Under his administration the 
entire Tennessee Valley Authority Archaeological Progr.am was launched under 
the tri-state sponsorship.l 

Under this program, Bill and many other senior citizens of the present 
day received massive doses of archaeological experience, and beyond peradventure, 
some technical know-how. As Curator of the Museum of Anthropology at Kentucky 
in 1934, 1936, and 1937, Bill worked in all three of the states under Professor 
Webb's direction . In 1938 he became assistan t professor of Anthropology at 
the University and thus officially commenced what must be one of the most 
enviable, satisfying, and distinguished educator careers of all times. This 
measured course was interrupted while he served out a collDllission in the air 
force during World War II. Returning to academic life, he obtained the 
Ph.D. at the University of Michigan, where he met and studied under Leslie 
White, whose influence has been marked in the teaching and philosophies 
of Haag, Ford, and several contemporaries . 

From this milestone year of 1948, Bill's life is a cumulative record 
of distinguished professional scholasticism. He became an associate professor 
of Anthropology at the University of Mississippi in 1949 and served there 
until attaining what must have been his predestined niche in 1952 as a 
faculty member in the School of Geology, now the Department of Geography 
and Anthropology, at Louisiana State University. He has served there 
successively as Professor from 1955-1966, including chairmanship of the 
department from 1961 to 1963. He became Alumni Professor in 1966, a position 
he still retains, and also served as Curator of Anthropology until this 
responsibility was assigned separately to Robert W. Neuman. 

A small part of Bill's early experience has been mentioned. A complete 
summary should show field exploration in Te nnessee in 1934, Alabama 1936-37, 
Kentucky 1937-41, Mississippi 1950-51, Cape Hatteras 1954-55, Carolina 
coast 1956-57, Mexico 1959, St. Lucia and Martinique 1960-61, a teaching 
stint as v isiting professor at Harvard University where he and Hope got 
a taste of Cambridge life, or how the other half l ives. More recently he 

1Douglas W. Schwartz as noted above has related details of these halcyon 
days in Conceptions of Kentucky Archaeology, Studies in Anthropology, No . 6, 
University of Kentucky Press, 1967 
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has been interested in a 1970 project in Nicaragua and, of course, the 
tempo and concentration of work at the Poverty Point site has increased 
markedly under his direction since the site became a State Park. This 
continuing activity is concurrent with his appointment as State Archaeologist, 
and with the formation of the Louisiana Archaeological Survey and Antiquities 
Commission. Since he was the principal official force, as an LSU staff 
member, it is not difficult to determine who manipulated and burrowed through 
the political maze of bureaucratic frustration to achieve some measure of 
an official, professional position for archaeology in Louisiana. At least 
it is the nearest thing to such recognition since the flurry during the late 
1930's when Fred Kniffen, Jim Ford, and Dick Russell rustled the buried 
bones with the Statewide Archaeological Project. 

Of course, Bill has had many well wishers and even active supporters 
and advisors in his recent efforts, but I can still find little in the way 
of concrete input into the official framework for the state's archaeology 
that he himself did not furnish. The overall picture should also include 
the recent establishment of a very lively and productive Louisiana Archaeological 
Society. There are many individuals representing regional societies who 
are responsible for the centralized organization of this group. The officers, 
editor, and stalwart contributors to its newsletter, and the recently issued 
first edition of an excellent quality annual publication, are well known to 
us all. For the time though they must be slighted so that I may continue 
with all the things that remain to be said about Bill Haag. 

I don't intend to try for a complete inventory of the many writings 
that Bill has contributed to the anthropological literature, The varied 
works begin with the early days when he was associated with Professor Webb, 
who has been credited with 40-odd reports based on his work in the southeast. 
Haag appears as junior author on University of Kentucky reports with "The 
Major" from 1939 through 1940. Any earlier accounts are unknown to me, 
although I probably should have asked him if there were any. In 1948 Haag 
authored a definitive and meticulous work on aboriginal dogs in the same 
university series. Independent observers have noted that shortly after 
this event the dog population of New York City threatened to surpass the 
human head count of that metropolis, sales of dog food surpassed those for 
human consumption, and the era of the giant supermarket had begun. 

While still at Kentucky, Bill authored one of the pioneer ceramic studies, 
an analysis of pottery from the Pickwick Basin. This appears as a sequel 
to J.B. Griffin's earlier studies of the Norris and Wheeler Basin ceramics. 
It should be remembered that such analyses were in a formative state and 
that pottery typology and terminology was largely experimental. The concept 
of quantitative evaluation of sherds was emerging in a serious attempt to 
secure cultural chronologies and distributions by means other than whole 
vessels and artifact assemblages. The ceramic study was one of the articles 
in Bureau of American Ethnology, Bulletin 129, authored by Webb and DeJarnette, 
As working editor and secretary (unpaid) of the old Southeastern Newsletters, 
Bill 1 s experience with southeastern pottery definitions was broad and critical. 
Many regional types were being defined by a wide range of southeastern 
researchers associated with various state-federal relief projects. Names 
like Coe, Fairbanks, Fewkes, Ford, Griffin, Kelly, Lewis, Finkelstein, 
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Jennings, Matson, Holder, Willey, and Wilder loom largely in these early 
synthesis papers. Bill editorializes in a closing paragraph of a letter for 
Vol. l, No. 1, 1939, "It is hoped the above gossip will give a general idea 
of work i n progress in the Southeast.'' Then speaking of a planned future 
number he says, "This number will contain type descriptions of Louisiana 
material and Moundville pottery, as well as additions and comments on 
Pickwick types. Any cormnents, criticisms, or observed affiliations pertaining 
to the types in the first and second numbers are urgently requested. After 
all that is the reason for circulating the type material." The great 
granddaddies of type names are contained herein: Wheeler Plain, Pickwick 
Simple Stamped, Bluff Creek Punctated, Alexander, Mulberry Creek, Wright, 
and a host of other tongue rolling, monolithic names first emerge here. 

Bill was infected with Poverty Point virus early in his career. Highway 
disturbance at the Jaketown Site in Mississippi elicited his interest while 
he was at the University of Oxford. He wrote about microblades in the 
Newsletter and in American Antiquity with· Clarence Webb. Later he was 
co-author with Ford and Phillips of the Jaketown Site report. During this 
interval he moved to the School of Geology at Louisiana State University. 

His versatility in writing extends to many aspects of anthropology. 
He served as assistant editor for American Antiquity from 1947-50, and is 
presently chairman of the publication cormnittee of Geoscience and Man at 
Louisiana State University. He has authored The Archaeology of Coastal 
North Carolina, and numerous articles . One such in American Antiquity 
is an archaeological resume of the lower Mississippi valley, written at a 
pristine interv·a1 when it was possible to do little more than postulate 
the presence of an Archaic horizon there. In 1961 he proffered a 
comprehensive historical essay called "Twenty-five Years of Eastern 
Archaeology" _in American Antiquity. This echoed an earlier article that 
appeared in Evolution and Anthropology: A Centennial Appraisal. "The Status 
of Evolutionary Theory in American Archaeology" was included in the 1959 
issue edited by Betty Meggers for the Washington Anthropological Society. 
A later very popular article is "Louisiana in North American Prehistory", 
that appeared first in Louisiana Studies, published at Northwestern State 
University in Louisiana. With slight changes it was reprinted in M~lange 
in 1971, a series issued by the Museum of Geoscience at LSU. These titles 
are only a sample of the array of subjects that have aroused Bill 's professional 
interests. He is widely read in other fields, possibly stimulated by the 
conscientiousness that characterizes his teaching--or vice versa. How many 
times, oh lordy how many, have I ridden through the night (with Bill driving) 
going to or coming from some meeting or another so that he could be on deck 
at the specified time for say--an eleven o'clock class- - of freshmen yet!. 
Not a sparrow could fall if his devotion to teaching were the measure . 
There is no telling how many individuals I have run into over the years 
who have mentioned having a class under Dr. Haag during their academic stay. 
No matter what their ultimate academic goal may have been, doctor, lawyer, 
politician or whatever, they seem never to have erased the experience , 
and conceivably they became better persons for it. 

The wide range of his interests, scientific, historical, or otherwi se, 
is reflected in his lectures and conversation. The modest barrage of knowledge 
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released and flavored with the characteristic Haagian anecdote and humor 
is reported to have left even flunkees adither and obliged for the privilege 
and pleasure of serving class time. Undoubtedly the early, close association 
with Major Webb bolstered his store of gothic philosophy and strengthened 
his forensic stance in scriptural argumentG Many is the time we have joined 
heatedly in critical discussion as to the relative semantic merits of 
expressions such as dog-nabbed and dad-hanged, or abstract terminology of 
~atural element force quotients like gully-washers, trash-movers, and frog­
stranglers. 

Such a broad background has certainly entitled Bill to his membership 
in learned orders listed as: the Society for American Archaeology, and 
numerous state societies; Fellow, American Anthropological Association; 
Sigma Xi, Gamma Alpha, Beta Beta Beta, Phi Sigma, Sigma Gamma Epsilon, 
Omicron Delta Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi, and a marker of the well rounded college 
man of the 30's, the social fraternity, Delta Tau Delta. 

What more then is there to say about an innovator whose serious, labored 
osteometrical analysis of aboriginal dogs, a subject standing alone in 
the scientific world, was undoubtedly the source of the modern proliferation 
of the Dog Cult in North America. From this we can now witness an entire 
and exclusive economic cycle; modern technical industry preoccupied with 
dogs, their care and feeding, ultrasonic whistle control and decorUt~ training, 
diet, psychoses and toilet habits. From this the super dogs evolve, 
controlling surging, milling mobs of vicious unleashed humans, perhaps 
eventually becoming the real dogs of war, replacing admirals and generals 
in furthering mankind's major achievement--war. Shamefreedly, one might 
say that it has been a long haul from the travois. 

Now let me see--when was it I first met Bill Haag? It seems like only 
yesterday. 

STATE ARCHAEOLOGICAL LANDMARKS 

Alan Toth 
Louisiana Archaeological Survey and Antiquities Commission 

As everyone who reads the LAS Newsletter is aware, Louisiana is blessed 
with a large number of outstanding archaeological site.s. At the same time, 
we also know that these important sites are disappearing at a terrifying 
pace. It is a sad but true fact that in this bicentennial year only a 
handful of unspoiled, unaltered archaeological sites remain per parish--
if that many. Unless everyone who is concerned with the cultural heritage 
of Louisiana takes prompt and decisive action right now, in a decade or two, 
someone will be writing in this same Newsletter that only a handful of 
pristine archaeological sites remain in the entire state! 

One reason so many fine sites exist today is that scores of private 
landowners have voluntarily accepted the responsibility of preserving and 
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protecting our most spectacular prehistoric monuments, the Indian mounds. 
Houses bui lt atop flat-topped pyramidal mounds and modern cemeteries have 
saved other mounds. We can all be grateful for though tful families who 
have cared for the mounds at Transylvania, Hott, Frogmore, Jordan and many 
o ther great sites . We nrust recognize, however, tha t landowners change and 
land uses change. The stately Indian mound that connnanded a stand of cotton 
cannot be tolerated in a field prepared for rice. It is time that public 
assistance be offered to private l andowners who care enough to preserve 
the past. 

In September of 1975 the Louisiana Archaeological Survey and Antiquities 
Commission set forth rules and regulations to govern the conservation, 
salvage, and study of the state ' s historic and prehistoric r esources. One 
of the most important provisions i n the rules and regulations is for a 
r egistry of State Archaeological Landmarks. 

At the outset, it must be stressed that in the case of archaeological 
sites on private lands, the Landmark program is completely voluntary . The 
Commission recognizes the outstanding job many private landowners have done 
in protecting Indian sites and intends for private landowners to continue 
to be the leading force i n preserving the past. What the Landmark program 
offers is twofold: 

1) the special status of state recognition of a site as a truly outstanding 
cultural resource, and 

2) professional advice and guidance for proper management and preservation 
of the archaeological site . 

To register a historic or prehistoric site as a State Archaeological 
Landmark , a private landowner must enter voluntarily into a written agreement 
with the CoIIIll1ission. The agreement of consent will vary according to specific 
circumstances , but in general it will consist of three parts: 

Basic Data Here, certain necessary facts and i dentifica tions are recorded 
to clarify location and ownership. Such informat ion normally would i nclude the 
site name, the official state site survey number, the site location, a 
brief description of the site and its significance, the name and address of 
the landowner, published references if any exist, a s ite map, and photographs. 

Standard Condit ions 
s imilar for all Landmarks. 

This part of the agreement will be generally 
It states the minimum conditions f or Landmark 

registry. One important condition is tha t Landmark status does no t mean 
that the landowner forfe its a ll rights to and control over the land on which 
the site is located. Another very important prerequis ite is a statement to 
acknowledge that the l andowner pledges to preserve and protect the site as 
a non-renewable cultural resource. A third necessary condition is an 
agreement that all investigation at the Landmark be governed by t he Antiquit i es 
Code of Louisiana,l 

1The Antiquities Code of Louisiana consists of Act 378 whi ch e stablished 
the Commission and the rules and regulations. It is being printed now and 
should be available for distribution in August. 



-l.1-

:'.:Iegotiable Conditions In the final portion of a Landmark agreement, all 
special conditions and arrangements will be stated clearly to the satisfaction 
of the la:idowner. The range of topics that might be treated is broad, but a 
fe.u examples include cultivation agreements, definition of the limits of 
public access, clarification of title to artifacts and other remains removed 
from the Landmark under a contract for survey and salvage, and procedures 
to be adopted in the case of a land sale. 

While a summary of the Landmark program may sound somewhat complicated, 
the intended result is not. The Landmark program allows a landowner to adopt, 
in whole or in part, a set of management principles and procedures that will 
enabie him or her to preserve a unique and non-renewable archaeological 
resource for the education and enjoyment of future generations. 

By placing a site on private land under the jurisdiction of the Antiquities 
Code of Louisiana, a landowner guarantees that only scientific investigation 
will take place at a site, that the results of the research will be shared 
by the broadest spectrum of interested persons, and that no part of the site 
will be destroyed unnecessarily. At the same time, the landowner may continue 
to decide how the land is to be used and who is allowed to enter upon it 
and when. 

In sum, the Landmark program provides a landowner with an opportunity 
to receive as much or as little state assistance as he or she wants in the 
responsible management of an archaeological site that cannot be duplicated 
or replaced in any fashion. 

Does Landmark status mean an end to LAS investigation of a site? 
Certainly not. While it is true that casual private collecting at Landmark 
sites will be curtailed, the rules and regulations specifically provide 
for the issue of permits to archaeological societies with organized projects 
and responsible supervision~ and with consent of the owner~ 

Obviously, a State Archaeologist's office in Baton Rouge can do little~ 
more than direct an overall program of preservation and conservation for 
our state antiquities and archaeological sites. Only the people of Louisiana, 
living in close proximity to our archaeological resources, can truly assure 
the survival of our cultural heritage. We feel that we have designed a 
Landmark program that is fair and has the potential to accomplish what 
we all want: to preserve the past. 

LAS members can be instrumental in the success of the program. I urge 
you to study the Landmark portions of the rules and regulations when they 
are distributed later this summer, discuss them at your local chapter 
meetings, and , if you believe as we do that a Landmark program is an 
absolute necessity, spread the word to your friends and neighbors. 

As a parting thought, I invite you to visit the Fitzhugh site east 
of Tallulah with a copy of Squier and Davis (1848) Ancient Monuments of the 
Mississippi Valley in your hand. Compare their map of the great ceremonial 
center (facing page 115) with what remains today. If there were a larger 
or more beautiful pyramidal mound in the state than Fitzhugh Mound A, I am 
not aware of it. You will find Mound A, sold as fill, under the nearby 
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interstate. And where is Troyville, another Squier and Davis site of highest 
magnitude? No site is too big or too great to escape destruction. We must 
preserve the few outstanding monuments that remain.· We need Landmarks. 

THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF POVERTY POINT 

DEDICATION OF THE POVERTY POINT CO~IEMORATIVE AREA 

Clarence H. Webb 
Shreveport, Louisiana 

A long- awaited event occurred on Saturday, April 10, 1976, when dedication 
ceremonies were held at the visitors' center of the · Poverty Point State 
Commemorative Area. 

Gilbert C. Lagasse, Director of the Louisiana State Parks and Recreation 
Commission, was Master of Ceremonies and welcomed the enthusiastic crowd of 
more than 300 persons, of all ages, to the ceremonies and to a tour of the 
facility. Even the weather was warm and hospitable. 

Dr. William G. Haag (Fig . lb), State Archaeologist and Chairman of the 
Louisiana Archaeological Survey and Antiquities Connnission, was the first 
speaker . He stressed the archaeological s ignificance of the site, thought 
to be the most massive construction in the Americas at its time , 1000 B.C. 
He recalled the discovery by James A. Ford in aerial photographs, of the 
symmetrical and solar-oriented village construction. He states that recent 
excavations had demonstrated a line of large, deep post molds, up to 2-3 feet 
in diameter, that could represent tall posts set for astronomical sightings, 
Finally, Dr. Haag rashly promised that he and the writer would continue studies 
of Poverty Point site and culture for another 40 years. 

John B. Frazier, architectural consultant for the Parks and Recreation 
Commission, discussed present and future plans for the site. Varicolored 
grass and clover plantings have been used to delineate the village terraces, 
also for the site model (Fig. le) . An a isle has been cleared so that 
Hound A can be seen from the observation tower (Fig. la, c). Controlled 
access roads and footpaths (Fig. ld) have been constructed. Future plans 
include a museum, picnic •areas and beginning restoration of the great mound. 

Martha Johnson, Chairman of the Board of the Parks and Recreation 
Commission, introduced the guest speaker, Honorable James E. Fitzmorris, 
Jr., Lieutenant Governor of Louisiana. Both of these speakers expressed 

Fig. 1. Scenes at Poverty Point.~, visitors ' center and observation tower; 
~'Dr.Wm. G. Haag at speaker's podium;£, replica of s ite (foreground), 
Mound A in center background;~. one of the information panels;~. Carl 
Alexander, his niece, Mrs. Sue Forbes (rt.) and Mrs. Clarence Webb. 
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great satisfaction that Poverty Point site has become available for Louisiana 
citizens and visitors from elsewhere to see and study; they consider it to 
be one of Louisiana's finest assets and assured continued support for its 
development. Several speakers recognized the sterling efforts and significant 
achievements of the late J. W. Copes toward crystallizing and channeling 
local and areal support in establishing a park at Poverty Point. 

One of the highlights was the presence of Carl Alexander (Fig . le) to 
cut the ribbon; he was greeted with warm applause by the audience. Musical 
selections prior to the ceremonies were played by the Oak Grove High School 
Band, Bobby Cockerham, Director. The invocation was delivered by the 
Reverend Dorothy McGowen, pastor of the Epps Methodist Church, and the 
benediction was by Reverend Pat Lofton, pastor of the Epps Baptist Church. 
Marvin Gowen, Superintendent of the Commemorative Area, and his staff were 
on hand to welcome the visitors and assist in the tours. 

Altogether, this was a pleasant and gratifying occasion for the writer, 
for Dr. Haag, and for many others who have striven, over the past two decades, 
for proper recognition of Poverty Point site; it would have been a great 
moment for Jim Ford. 

NEWS ITEM 

From the Tennessee Archaeological Society Newsletter, March 1976 
(thanks to Al an Toth) : 

Shell Oil Company has just released a new film entitled The Early 
Americans . This 16Ilml film can be obtained by schools and organizations 
(inc l uding your local chapter) on free loan (except for return postage). 
The color film runs for about 40 minutes and has sound. 

According to a news release, the film "traces the story of man from 
his arrival in the New World sometime during the Ice Age to just short 
of the 15th Century . .. Through the camera's eye, viewers can visit 
prehistoric kill sites; discover the 4,000 year old remains of corn; 
explore the remains of vast cities that once served as centers of trade 
and tribal power; and see earthen platforms that once supported temples 
to the gods, and sites which furnished evidence of the most highly developed 
prehistoric culture to evolve in North America". 

Write or call: Shell Film Library 
1433 Sadlier Circle, West Drive 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46239 
Tel. (317) 291-7440 
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SOURCE FOR AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

David R. Jeane 
Springhill, Louisiana 

The Eros Data Center, U.S. Geological Survey, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, 57198, is operated for the Earth Resources Observation Systems 
(Eros) Progra.~ of the Department of the Interior by the Geological Survey. 
in addition to Survey Aerial photography, this facility makes Earth Resources 
Technology Satellite (ERTS) imagery, National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) aircraft data, and Apollo, Gemini, and Skylab data 
available to the general public. 

Requests for information about imagery of a specific area will initiate 
a computerized geographic search. The search can be initiated by mail 
using any of the three following options: 

1) Point Search--All images or photographs with any portion falling 
within 50 miles of the point will be included. 

2) Area Rectangle--Any area of interest defined by four corner 
coordinates of latitudes and longitudes. All images or photographs 
with any coverage of the area will be listed. 

3) You may enclose a map with a point or area indicated. 

When requesting a geographic search from the Data Center be sure to 
provide all relevant information. This should include acceptable dates, 
seasons, type of imagery preferred, color, infrared, or black and white, 
cloud cover and quality. A description of your intended application and 
the use of the data will assist the researcher at the Data Center. Geographic 
areas must be clearly identified and should be limited in size as much as 
possible to avoid a potentially long computer listing. 

With your inquiry, you will be assigned a contact number to be used 
when ordering. 

The computerized geographic search is made free of charge. Also allow 
at least 2 weeks for the search to be completed and the listing sent to you. 

From the computer listing you can select the photograph or image wanted 
and order. Prices vary from $3.00 for a 9-inch black and white to $40.00 
for a 36-inch color photograph. 
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CURRENT RESEARCH 

A. Northwestern and Central Louisiana - -Hiram Gregory, reporter 

The Anthropology 406 (Field Methods) class excavated nearly 100-square 
feet of an 18th-19th century farm complex on the Northwestern State campus. 
A number of features were uncovered. These included trash pits, about 50 
feet of a "poteau en terre" wall, a fireplace and an outside roasting pit . 
English and American ceramics, gunflints, glass, bone and brass buttons 
were the most common artifacts. James Mathews, graduate student in 
anthropology, is currently analyzing the artifactual and stratigraphic 
data from the site. 

Intensive, on-the-ground, surveys were conducted in a number of areas : 
portions of the Farmland Industrial complex near Pollock in Grant Parish 
and the Gulf Central Pipeline which carries that company's production. 
These two industries complied with Federal regulations and otherwise aided 
in this research. Their efforts have yielded new data (13 sites) pertinent 
to the Archaic adaptations to the bluff lands and hills in the Little Drainage. 

Another intensive (90%) survey was conducted in the Grand Bayou watershed 
in Red River Parish. Seven sites, two deeply buried by recent alluvium, 
yielded new information on Archaic and Belcher Focus occupations in that 
area . 

The U.S.D.A. Forest Service funded 100% surveys of two areas in the Wiliana 
and Bentley Terrace areas of Grant Parish . Small areas of l ithic scatter 
at springs and on one hilltop suggested only fleeting occupations by Archaic 
groups - only two sites were located in nearly 80 man hours of survey. 
Pete Gregory, Clint Pine, H. K. _Curry and Ted Brasher collaborated on these 
surveys. 

The City of Oakdale, Louisiana, funded an intensive survey of that city's 
new sewerage facilities . No new sites were located , although a number of 
local collections were noted. This survey was directed by H.K. Curry. 

Larry Leggett of Natchitoches, Louisiana, is analyzing collections from 
several sites in southern Natchitoches Parish. These sites have all yiel ded 
San Patrice, Pelican, and several new varieties of Lithic State points. 
Further they have been carefully controlled and though vertical stratigraphy 
has not been very neat, horizontal clustering is still observable. These 
sites promise to further clarify the relative positions of San Patrice and 
other Lithic materials. 

Bill Baker and Mrs. U. B. Evans have located an extensive midden and burial 
complex on the Thomas Plantation in Concordia Parish, Louisiana. This site 
is 90% Deasonville, with several varieties of cordmarked pottery present . 
It can be related to recent excavations at Jonesville , Louisiana, by Donald 
Hunter and Bill Baker and their assoc iates. There are at least two nearby 
mound complexes which suggest a heavy Deasonville population in Concordia 
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and Catahoula Parishes in late Troyville times. Small Gary points made 
on thin pebbles, Larto Red and Mulberry Creek Stamped pottery are clear 
marker types at these sites. 

/_i~ Curry, Clint Pine, Paul "Doc" :Marx, and Pete Gregory are continuing their 
survey of the Black-Clear-Saline Lakes area of Natchitoches Parish. So far 
this survey, begun with Don Hunter and Evrett Baker several years ago,has 
yielded a number of ecological and cultural data~ Sites now cover occupations 
from Archaic through Belcher Focus times. Settlement size and functiorn;;.,.._.., 
are being charted through that continuum. !,n extreme!Y large tlte .£.!;lClear) 

(Lake) ,lt covers nearly l,? ~ ~d suggests !;, continuum u:2!!l ~ ~­
Alto through Belcher times. Curry and Ted Brasher are presently surveying 
the lakes by canoe, checking bankline and available landing areas. So far 
optimal site locations appear to be points where Black Lake Bayou cut near 
large terrace points, and in the "narrows between the lakes". 

The Williamson Museum has added a significant collection from Central 
Louisiana and Illinois to its holdings. Mrs. Beulah Grubb of Alexandria 
donated the collection of her late husband, Dr. Grubb, to the museum. 
The artifacts are well catalogued and serve to broaden distributional 
studies, especially of lithic artifacts. 

Mrs. Sadie Gregory of Ball, Louisiana, has also donated an old (100 years+) 
cypress dugout canoe. It belonged to her father and was made by a Choctaw 
man, a member of the Jena band, for him. In spite of its age and deterioration 
it still shows the straight sides and ends typical of Indian rather than 
European dugouts. This is one of the few documented boats of Indian manufacture 
available for comparison to archaeological specimens. Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Thibodeaux of the East Central chapter of LAS were instrumental in helping 
the Museum obtain the boat and in getting it to Natchitoches. 

B. Archaeological Survey of Jonesville to Catahoula Levee, Bayou LaFourche 
Reach, and Big and Colewa Creeks - Jon L~ Gibson, reporter 

Under contract from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Vicksburg District, 
Jon Gibson and an experienced team of USL students--Steve Brazda, John 
Kruse, Greg Ducote, Marc Sanders, and Doug Baumgarten--are conducting a 
pedestrian survey of several streams in central and northeastern Louisiana. 
Forty-two sites have been found along the Jonesville segment, 15 along 
Bayou LaFourche, and over 130 on Big Creek, where work is incomplete. 
Construction work has been on-going for many months prior to the survey 
and sadly, only two of the known locations have escaped destruction. 
Archaeological resources have suffered irrepairable damage, and Louisiana 
has lost another battle to conserve her rapidly dwindling heritage. 

C. Poverty Point Site - Deborah Woodiel, reporter 

The Louisiana Archaeological Survey and Antiquities Commission conducted 
an excavation and surveying project at the Poverty Point site (16WC5) from 
June 21-June 27. The surveying was a preliminary step in investigating the 
possibility of astronomical observations by the Poverty Point people. 
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With the aid of Bill Spencer of GSRI, Paul Andres of Pyburn and Odom Consulting 
Engineers, and John Lenzer, consulting geologist of John Lenzer and Associates, 
measurements were taken of the rising sun on June 21. This sunrise is the 
closest to the time of the summer solstice, i.e ., the point at which the sun 
is the farthest north of the equator. At Stonehenge and many "woodhenges" 
in the British Isles, astronomical calculations, particularly of the summer 
solstice, were made by sighting heavenly bodies over certain s tones or 
upright poles placed in such a way as to line up with the sunrise, moonrise, 
or certain stars. The possibility at Poverty Point is that posts, represented 
by the large postmolds found in the plaza area during the excavations of 
1973 and 1975, may have been used to observe, to align and make calculations 
about heavenly bodies, especially about the sun. The measurements made by 
the surveyors can be fed into computer programs which will generate a number 
of spatial configurations . These can be studied wit~ the postmold patterns 
already known at Poverty Point in order to determine the feasibility of such 
an observatory. 

Due to lack of funds, the excavations were fairly limited in scope. A 
profile was cut into the south edge of the tail section of Mound A; it 
extended vertically about six meters. The stratigraphy showed alternating 
layers of mottled silty clays and gray clays. Some zones showed 11 loading", 
i.e., the placement of basket loads of earth often gives a characteristic 
appearance to the soil and sometimes individual basket loads of earth can 
be distinguished. Very few· artifacts were found; these included a handful 
of Poverty Point object fragments and a few small unmarked lithic flakes. 
Pollen samples were collected and stored at the LSU Botany Department where 
they will be analyzed. The profile work was not comple ted, and another 
few days of excavation are planned in July . 

I n addition to the profile, a series of 2 meter square pits were dug in the 
surface of the tail section of the mound. The purpose was to determine if 
postmolds similar to tho se found in the plaza area existed on the mound. 
None was discovered. 

Both of these pro jects were directed by William G. Haag, State Archaeologist. 
Deborah Woodiel was the field supervisor; crew members included Bob Murry, 
El len Murry, Glen Fredlund, Ricky Collins, Laura Landry, Wayne Goldsmith, 
and Tom Conn. 

D. Southeastern Louisiana - J . Richard Shenkel, reporter 

Things are busy here but seeming to be too scattered- to be r eally productive. 
All is pretty quiet on the contracting front for now . I am doing occas i onal 
short rush jobs f or the Corps and trying to keep all the parties happy with 
that. I am behi nd in getting the r eport on l ast summer's work f i n i shed 
so I am attempting to be productive in that area . That was an Historic 
Contract on an 1831 house in the Vi eux Carr e called the Hermann-Gr i ma House. 
We have attempted to answer several architectural questions regard i ng how 
the house was modified over the last 150± years. 
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The 1976 UNO summer field school is undertaking two projects this surmner. 
The first three week~ 6/25/76) are being spent excavating on the 

-..) bulldozed remains £._fua.a one of the original Little Woods sites in 
Orleans Parish near Lake Pontchartrain. At present, the evidence is still 
somewhat thin, but Tchefuncte materials are scattered on the disturbed 
surface (10 sherds thus far) and below, at a depth of 70-80c.m., broken 
fragments of Poverty Point Objects--sandy temper perforated, melon shaped, 
no shell (oyster or Rangia), very small bones, no exotics, 1 gray point. 
160R9 is the d---dest site I've come in contact with since New York. In 
one 2m x 2m unit at a depth of 90cm in a 20cm deep arbitrary level, the 
only artifact was a single perforated finger squeezed cooking ball, just 
one! Aren't those things supposed to come in bunches? Also with all sorts 
of other neat stuff? Anyway, I am sinking three more units in a supposedly 
undisturbed area of the lot, but I don't know if the site quite made it 
to that area. In the unit I mentioned previously with the single clay ball 
at 90cm, another one showed up at 110cm. The three other units have nothing 
on yet. 

The second project for the field school is sinking a few exploratory tests 
at Spanish Fort on Bayou St. John. This could be a great site in that 
records show that in 1699 it was an Indian village, 1707 - wooden fort, 
1728 - new wooden fort, 1779 - brick fort, 1808 - improvements to fort, 
1814 - more improvements and a whole series of other things during the 
19th century. Our test will be primarily strata tests to write a major 
research project later. 

That's all for now, the weather's hot but we keep busy. 

E. Current Excavations: Caddo Area - Hiram Gregory, reporter 

Glen Greene - Northeast Louisiana State University 
Pargoud Landing Mound, Monroe, Louisiana 

Dee Ann Storey - Balcones Research Center, the University of Texas 

Jim Corbin - Stephen F. Austin University, Nacogdoches, Texas 
Excavations in Bayou Loco Reservoir near Nacogdoches, Texas 
(separate digs) 

Ann Early - Arkansas Archaeological Survey 
Excavations at Caddo Gap, Arkansas 

Gregory Perino - Museum of the Red River, Idabel, Oklahoma 
Excavations at the Idabel Site 

Kathleen Gilmore - North Texas State University, Denton, Texas 
Excavations at Roseborough Lake Site near Texarkana, Texas 
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CHAPTER NEWS 

Delta Chapter: Dan Shipman, chapter representative 

Delta Chapter began excavations at the Ile Bonne stte early in April. 
only on weekends, the grid on mound A has been excavated to a dept h of 
met ers. Work has been stopped because of prob l ems with ground water. 

Work ing 
two 

Excavating 20 cm layers, the first four levels, or .8 meters, consisted of 
a black clay humus with a large quantity of rangia cuneata (shell). This 
portion of the excavation was difficult to dig and work proceeded slowly . 
Material recovered included considerable potsherds and some bone. From a 
depth of .8 meters to 2 meters a light sandy clay much like river sand was 
encountered. Small amounts of rangia shell, potsherds and bone were recovered. 
A large fire pit was uncovered in the ninth level -(1.6 meter s to 1 .8 meters 
below grade). All of the artifacts and other material obtained from the 
mound A pit have been delivered to the UNO archaeology lab and cleaning and 
analysis is just getting unde rway . 

Four 20 cm levels, or .8 meters, have been excavated on the lower mound B. 
The portion excavated so far consists of a black clay with rangia shell 
similar to the upper portion of mound A. A smaller number of artifacts 
have been recovered at the site than at comparable l evels on mound A. The 
soil in the northeastern portion of level 4 is lighter and contains some 
sand. This may indicate a change of soil similar t o that encounter ed on 
mound A. As time and weather permit, we plan to continue excavations at 
mound B. 

Delta Chapter of LAS has recently been contacted by the River Road Historical 
Society, which owns Destrehan Plantation a few miles upriver from New Or leans 
and is endeavoring to restore it . As part of this effort RRRS is interested 
in Delta Chapter excavat ing on the grounds to locate (hopefully) the s ite of 
the kitchen which was a building separate f r om the main house. We have neve·r 
done any historical work and will cons ider this for the future when we have 
completed the Ile Bonne site. 

The 1977 LAS meeting will be held i n New Orleans January 14-15, 1977 . Present 
plans are for t he meeting to begin on Sat urday morning the 14th and c lose 
about noon on Sunday the 15th. Tentatively, time on the program wil l be 
allotted for each chapter to give a brief report on its activities and space 
will be provided in the meeting area fo r each chapter to display any material 
concerning its activities which might be of i nterest . 

Beginning in 1976 Delta Chapter has been publishing its newsletter on a less 
frequent time interval. Whereas we previously attempted to put out a newslet t e r 
every month, we now send the l etter out at about 2-3 month intervals. Al so , 
several Delta Chapter members have contributed articles for inclusion in the 
news letter. Short articles of archaeological interest by non-members o f Delta 
Chapt er will be considered for i nclusion i n future issues of the newsletter . 
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Southwest Louisiana Archaeological Society and Imperial Calcasieu Chapter: Lou 
Harris, chapter representative. 

The Southwest La. Archaeological Society and Imperial Calcasieu Chapter of LAS 
has been building steam for this s~er's work. Several site excavations, 
training programs and work shops are planned over the next few months. 

At the April meeting Joe Frank presented a program on excavation techniques 
which the society was able to put into practice that following weekend at 
the Hays Site. A report on the results of that excavation will be forthcoming 
after we have had a chance for study and analysis. We're finally getting to 
work on the Camp Wi-Ta-Wintin site also. Promises to be "revealing". 

In May our own.president, Ralph Darnell, gave a program with slides on 
Southwestern Archaeology and also sites in Wyoming he has visited. Talk about 
different archaeology! A guest at that meeting was Mike Shannon, past 
president of the Arizona Archaeological Society, who was able to add a lot 
of interesting information to the program. We also had an opportunity to 
compare societies. 

Two of our members, Jackie Palermo and myself, are registered for the Arkansas 
Archaeological Society Field School and Certification Program in June to be 
held at Caddo Gap in East Central Arkansas. A third member, Myrna Fleming, 
was registered to go also but will now have to spend that week recuperating 
from a two week stay in the hospital with phlebitis. We'll miss you Myrna. 
The school will be working on a Caddo hamlet at the Stanridge Site. Our 
own Dr. Clarence Webb will present one of the programs at the field school. 
It sounds like a lot of hard work - but a lot of fun. We'll let you know 
in the next bit of news. 

(Editor's note: Lou Harris says, by the way, that she is a woman and doesn't 
want any of you red-neck or Cajun chauvinists to think that Lou is a man. 
To the above official report Myrna Fleming adds the following notes in an 
anguished letter): 

Frank Tuten has located a small shell midden somewhere on Lake Charles, 
from which Perdiz type points are found. Wallace Stroud heard that a young 
lad in his neighborhood had found a few artifacts; they turned out to be two 
huge ceremonial points, presumably from a ceremonial burial. The youngster 
may take Wallace to the site .. manana. Harry Stopp and John Prescott 
(Ed.: one of my patients in Shreveport when he was a tantrum pitcher years 
ago) cooperated on an enjoyable excavation in Cameron Parish. 

Our society excavated a portion of the Hays site north of Sulphur during 
May. Most of us had to drive 25 miles out of the way to avoid a sea of 
construction mud; a few hardy members braved the mud with no known casualties. 
"Under towering trees and a blazing blue sky 2O-odd diehards insisted that 
the grasping clay give up its meager treasure, but the clay was superbly 
indifferent". Perdiz and Scallorn points and San Jacinto Plain potsherds 
were extracted; Joe Frank will have a full report. 

Lou Harris and Jackie Palermo were known at the Caddo Gap Field School 
(Arkansas Archaeological Society) as "The Boogley Ladies from Louisiana". 
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Their instructor (Ed.: probably Bernie HcClurkan) explained that 11boogley11 

means muskrat. Mr. and Mrs. Mark Wentz attended for 3 days; Mike Shannon 
and Bob Coleman were visitors. 

Myrna concludes "I have been bedridden for 43 days with a bum leg and the 
doctor says I can june around a bit now. The ailment had the unflattering 
name of "fleabitus". In at least one way I have fully ear ned the title 
"Lay archaeologist" . 

Northeast Chapter: Claire Davis, reporter 

For the May meeting the club was informed and entertained by Burney Mcclurkan, 
Survey Archaeologist and faculty member at University of Arkansas at Pine 
Bluff. The Cadron site, early colonial, was his subject. It is amazing 
how many funny things could happen on a nine-day dig when Burney tells 
about it. 

Plans are in the works for the second annual summer picnic, but no date 
has been set. Everybody had so much fun last year. 

Ruston Archaeology Club (I don 1 t know whether that is the official name) 
i s a r eal ity. Accord i ng to our information Richard Franz, long-time member 
and officer in Northeast Archaeological Society, and Dr. Jim Christian of 
Louisiana Tech are founders. 

Club members Les Davis, Dawn Kni ght and her brothers went on May 22nd to 
help Dr. Glen Greene clear off the Pargoud site in preparation for the 
summer session. They must have been an efficient group because nothing 
remained to be done the following Sunday. Glen invited club members and 
others interested in working along with his class at Pargoud to come f rom 
8:30 to 2:30 ~bnday through Friday . 

Drew Anderson has a site on his farm that he would like to have surveyed 
and studied when the professionals and other club members have time to 
spare and the land is not in crop. 

Northeast Louisiana Society Vice-President Luther T. (Dick) Harper was 
successful in his campaign for r eelection to the office of Commissioner 
of Streets and Parks of the City of Monroe . Dick is a skilled engineer 
and able administrator, and if it never rains -16 i nches in 24 hours again 
he will be very happy. 

Several club members participated in a seminar on "Archaeol ogy of Mexico" 
taught by Glen Greene at the University during April and May. His other 
classes in archaeology give a fine opportunity for study such as we hobbyists 
have long wished for. It is a great pleasur e to have the educational resource 
and the friendship of Glen and Lorraine Greene and Dennis and Pat Price. 



East Central Chapter (from the Newsletter of the East Central Louisiana 
Archaeological Society, Vol. 1, No. 1, June 1976, Donald Hunter, Editor) 

The E. C. L.A. S. sponsored its annual artifact show in the Community Room of 
the Alexandria Mall, Saturday, May 22. Participating in the display were 
Delson and Billie Chevalier; Lynn Sibley, Sherry Sibley and the rest of 
their tribe; Robert, Cecilia and Bridget Couvillion; Donald Hunter; Harry 
and Effie Thibodeaux; Dana and Cindy Varnado; and last but not least, 
Richard and Rose Walker. 

In total there were several thousand artifacts displayed. A good time 
was enjoyed by all. As a result the club gained two new members. Our 
sincere appreciation is extended to Delson Chevalier, our president, for 
his efforts to organize the show and also to the management and staff of 
the Alexandria Mall for their cooperation. 

Congratulations to Billy Baker and his new wife, Irma, on their marriage 
on the first of May. Billy, the son of Bill and Pat Baker of Jonesville 
(or thereabouts), was our indispensable backhoe operator in the Jonesville 
excavations. You will probably remember Irma, too, the young lady with the 
largest trowel during the excavations. We wish them much happiness. 

NEWS ITEM 

The April LAS Newsletter mentioned the recent release of S.E.A.C. Bulletin 
12, The Poverty Point Culture, but the surprisingly modest price was not 
available at that time: $1.50. The 107 page publication, edited by Bettye 
Broyles and your Assistant Editor, has articles by LAS members Jon Gibson, 
Webb, H. F. Gregory, L. C. Davis, D. G. Hunter, S. M. Gagliano and Arkansas 
member J. C. Weber. Order from: 

Dr. Alfred Guthe, Treas. S.E.A.C. 
McClung Museum 
University of Tennessee 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37916 

INDIAN TRIBAL NEWS 

Hiram Gregory, reporter 

Claude and Rosalee Medford of the Coushatta Tribe are presently operating 
the crafts shop at Ocmulgee National Park in Macon, Georgia. They will be 
in M.acon for the month of June demonstrating Louisiana Indian crafts, 
especially pine needle and cane basketry. 

The Tunica-Biloxi Tribe, Jena Choctaw, East Baton Rouge Choctaw, and Houma 
presented testimony to the Task Force on Unrecognized Tribes - a branch of 
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Sen. Abourezk's Commission (Policy Review Corrnnission, U.S. Senate) in the 
tribal areas and at Baton Indian Rouge in March. Hopefully these hearings 
will focus new interest on the conditions relating to Louisiana's unrecognized 
Indian tribal groups. 

The Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana has been conducting a series of basketry 
workshops for Louisiana Indians. Sponsored by the CETA Consortium of tribes, 
these workshops are directed by Coushatta experts in cane basketry. So far 
they have been attended by Jena Choctaw and Tunica-Biloxi as well as Coushatta 
craftsmen. Plans for a Coushatta community center are materializing and the 
Crafts Shop in Elton, Louisiana, is well stocked with traditional crafts. 

The Jena Band of Louisiana Choctaw are beginning work on their new community 
center in Jena, Louisiana. Funded by a grant from H.U.D, the center will 
provide the Indians of Central Louisiana a new cultural focus. 

Plans are being outlined for a tribal facility at the Tunica-Biloxi land 
area near Marksville, Louisiana . Designed as a community center, this building 
will serve the tribe and will contain meeting areas and rooms for craftswork 
and visitors. Exhibits of traditional Tunica artifacts and crafts are to be 
included. Ernest 11 Chuck11 Downs of the Institute for the Development of 
Indian Law in Washington, D,C. has completed research for the Tunica-Biloxi Tribe. 

Correction: the April LAS Newsletter called attention to the Coushatta 
Crafts Center in downtown Elton, stating that it is open weekdays and Sunday 
afternoons. Bill Lentze of Lafayette reports, after a fruitless trip on 
Sunday afternoon, that the Center is open only weekdays, 8 to 5. 

REPORT OF 19TH CADDO CONFERENCE, MARCH 1'9-20, 1976 

Hiram (Pete) Gregory 

Dr. and Mrs . Clarence H. Webb, Pete and Jeanette Gregory and R. K. Curry 
attended the Caddo Conference in Norman, Oklahoma. Dr. Webb gave a summary 
paper on the Hounds Plantation excavations. His discussion of Alto-Gahagan 
and Fourche Maline-like ceramics from that site evoked much discussion. 
Extensive deposits of purslane with one burial was discussed. This is one of 
the few documented Indian uses of that plant north of Mexico; its pharma­
cological qualities are under analysis. 

?e te Gregory, Terry Prewitt (Univ. of Oklahoma), and Ann Early (Arkansas 
Archaeological Survey) discussed Caddoan area settlement patterns . In 
discussions with Frank Schamback, Dr. Webb, Dr. Robert Bell and others, it 
became obvious that the most widespread settlement pattern was one of small, 
dispersed hamlets. Gregory and Dr. Webb pointed out that there were two 
types of Caddoan mound centers, multiple and single, in Louisiana, and that 
most were located in alluvial areas, especially along Red River. Further 
it was pointed out that Fourche flaline sites were extremely rare in Louisiana, 
but corrnnon in southern Arkansas. Gregory suggested Coles Creek entradas up 
the Red River and overland as well. 
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Prewitt continued, as did Early and Gregory, to urge systematic site survey 
and attempts to model ecological adjustments via settlement pattern studies. 

Gregory Perino reported on recent salvage excavations in De Queen Reservoir 
in southwestern Arkansas. Ann Early discussed her work at Caddo Gap on 
the Ouachita. Helen Tanner, historian for the Hasinai Tribal Council, discussed 
Caddoan responses to intrusions in historic times. These areas are directly 
involved in Caddoan developments which affect Louisiana. 

Other topics of discussion included the use of physical anthropology to infer 
diet, health and genetic constellations, and excavations in northern Texas. 

The White Bead Dance Ground (Hasinai and Kadohadacho Tribe) sent Melford 
Williams of the Hasinai to invite the conferees to a performance of the 
traditional Turkey Dance, one of the oldest and most beautiful Caddo dances. 

The next Caddo Conference will be held in March 1977 at Northwestern State 
University, Natchitoches, Louisiana. Additional information can be obtained 
from Pete Gregory, the Williamson Museum, Northwestern State, phone 357-6195, 
area code (318). 




