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This ship is a likely match for 

the early 19th century  

wreckage of the ship. 
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David Griffing (right) presided over the atlatl 

demonstrations that were enjoyed by young and old 

alike during meeting of the Advocates from Poverty 

Point (APP) membership on April 23 at the site, 
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Humanities Book Award 
 At the Bright Lights event on April 7, the Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities (LEH) recognized 

photographer Jenny Ellerbe and Poverty Point Station Archaeologist Diana Greenlee with a Humanities Book 

Award for Poverty Point: Revealing the Forgotten City.  The LSU Press book sheds new light on Louisiana’s 

UNESCO World Heritage site.  LEH gives the Bright Lights awards annually to recognize individuals and 

organizations making invaluable contributions to the culture of Louisiana. 

 

Paul French, LAS webmaster, began work in early 

April as archaeologist in the Winn District of 

Kisatchie National Forest. Paul leaves his previous 

position as site files manager with the Louisiana 

Division of Archaeology in Baton Rouge. Paul 

will remain doing his great job as webmaster for 

the LAS website. 

LAS MEMBERSHIP AND CHAPTER NEWS 

Margaret Lovecraft 

of LSU Press (left) 

and Jenny Ellerbe, 

co-author of the 

2016 LEH book of 

the year. 

Cover of Poverty Point: Revealing the 

Forgotten City published by LSU Press. 

Pete Gregory, longtime faculty member at 

Northwestern State University in 

Natchitoches, LA will be honored as 

Archaeologist of the Year at Culture 

Connection Awards ceremonies held in Baton 

Rouge on May 24, 2016. 
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LAS stalwarts Rich Weinstein, David 

Jeane, and Duke Rivet have attended every 

annual meeting of the Louisiana 

Archaeological Society since they began in 

the 1970s. 

Obviously having lost a bet, Jessica Crawford 

kisses Smokye Joe Frank while Sherry Wagener 

(left) and Velicia Bergstrom offer moral support 

during her ordeal.  

VIEWS AND NEWS FROM THE 2016 ANNUAL MEETING 

Dennis Jones brandishes a very special 

trophy he received at the meeting for 

plunging ahead with his duties as LAS editor. 

Portion of a special exhibit at the meeting 

about the Natchez Indians and the Natchez 

Fort site in Louisiana where they were 

vanquished by the French in 1731. 
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FRIDAY FEBRUARY 19  

1:00 James A. Fogleman (Louisiana Archaeological Society, Morrow, LA) 

STONE BEADS AND BEAD MANUFACTURE IN CENTRAL LOUISIANA 

 

1:20 Sarah K. Gilleland (Mississippi State University) 

MODELING DISPARITY IN MIDDEN COMPOSITION WITH GIS AT THE SPANISH FORT SITE 

(22SH500) 

 

1:40 Ryan M. Seidemann, Christine L. Halling (Louisiana Department of Justice), and Kenneth P. Kleinpeter (Baton 

Rouge, LA) 

AN INTACT IRON CASKET FROM HIGHLAND CEMETERY (16EBR190) IN  

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 

 

2:00 Rita D. McCarty (Cultural Resource Office Camp Shelby, Mississippi) 

CONNECTING THE DOTS: ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL INVESTIGATIONS AT THE 

GARRAWAY HOMESITES, CAMP SHELBY, MS 

 

2:20 Samuel M. Huey, Mark A. Rees, and Scott Sorset (Louisiana Public Archaeology Lab-University of Louisiana-

Lafayette and Bureau of Ocean Energy Management) 

OILY ARCHAEOLOGY ON THE LOUISIANA GULF COAST: AN UPDATE ON THE EFFECTS OF 

THE BP DEEPWATER HORIZON SPILL  

 

3:00 Isaac Warshauer (University of North Carolina) 

DECIPHERING POST FEATURES AT COLES CREEK SITES WITH IMAGE ANALYSIS TOOLS 

 

3:20 Jessica Kowalski (University of Alabama) 

FIELD INVESTIGATIONS AT THE ARCOLA MOUNDS, A LATE MISSISSIPPIAN CENTER IN 

WEST-CENTRAL MISSISSIPPI 

 

3:40 Thurston H.G. Hahn III and Philip A. Jungeblut (Coastal Environments, Inc., Baton Rouge, LA) 

FINDING DATUM:  EDWIN B. DORAN AND CARLYLE S. SMITH’S 1940-1941 EXCAVATIONS AT 

BAYOU GOULA (16IV11) 

 

4:00 Nathanael Heller (R. Christopher Goodwin and Associates, New Orleans, LA) 

RESULTS OF THE 1975 LSUMNS EXCAVATIONS AT THE BAYOU JASMINE SITE (16SJB2) 

4:20 Josef Hormes (Center for Advanced Microstructures and Devices (CAMD), Louisiana State University; Institute 

 of Physics, Bonn University, Bonn, Germany) 

HIGH TECH FOR OLD SHARDS: SYNCHROTRON RADIATION BASED TECHNIQUES FOR THE 

INVESTIGATION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE OBJECTS 
 

4:40  Mark A. Rees, P. Donny Bourgeois, Maranda A. Kles, and Amy E. Broussard (Louisiana Public Archaeology 

Lab, University of Louisiana at Lafayette) 

 PUBLIC ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE SEARCH FOR THE LOST COLONY OF NOUVELLE ACADIE: 

 AN UPDATE ON THE NEW ACADIA PROJECT 2015-2016 ARCHAEOLOGY FIELD SCHOOL 

 

 
The Louisiana Archaeological Society (LAS) and Mississippi Archaeological 

Association (MAA) joint annual meetings took place on Feb. 19-21, 2016 at the Natchez 

Convention Center. This event commemorated the 300th anniversary of the construction 

of Fort Rosalie by the French at what is now the modern city of Natchez, Ms. This 

proved to be a significant development in the colonial history for both states so that it 

was only natural that these two organizations should mark the occasion with this 

meeting. It was such a success that many people expressed support for future joint 

meetings to be held in Natchez. Below is a list of presentations given at the meeting for 

those LAS members who could not make it this year. 
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20  

 

8:40  Vin Steponaitis (University of North Carolina) 

FORT ROSALIE: A HISTORY IN MAPS 

 

9:00  Ashley Peles (University of North Carolina) 

REIMAGINING FORT ROSALIE 

 

9:20  Meredith D. Hardy and John E. Cornelison (Southeast Archaeological Center, NPS) 

A DECADE OF ARCHEOLOGY AT FORT ROSALIE 

 

9:40 Melissa Litschi (Southern Illinois University) and Vin Steponaitis (University of North Carolina) 

FRENCH COLONIAL ARCHITECTURE AT NATCHEZ AS ILLUSTRATED BY DUMONT DE 

MONTIGNY 

 

10:20  Brandon Prickett and Vin Steponaitis (University of North Carolina) 

THE NATCHEZ FORT SITE (16CT18) NEAR SICILY ISLAND, LOUISIANA 

 

10:40 Ginesse A. Listi (FACES Lab, Louisiana State University) 

ANALYSIS OF HUMAN TEETH RECOVERED FROM BURIALS AT THE NATCHEZ FORT SITE 

(16CT18 
 

11:00  LisaMarie Malischke (University of Alabama) 

THE WIDESPREAD INFLUENCE OF FORT ROSALIE AND NATCHEZ: SOCIOPOLITICAL 

REVERBERATIONS 100 MILES NORTH AT FORT ST. PIERRE 

 

11:20  Smokye Joe Frank, (Mississippi Archaeological Association, Natchez, Mississippi) 

THE TIOUX TRIBE, NATCHEZ NATION NEIGHBORS IN THE NATCHEZ BLUFFS, CA. 1700-1727 

 

11:40  Keith J. Little and Hunter B. Johnson (Tennessee Valley Archaeological Research, Huntsville, AL) 

CHOCTAW ETHNOGENESIS 

 

1:20  Robert P. Connally (C.H. Nash Museum at Chucalissa , Memphis, TN) 

THE ROLE OF AVOCATIONAL ARCHAEOLOGISTS IN THE WORLD HERITAGE DESIGNATION 

FOR THE POVERTY POINT SITE 

 

1:40 Evan Peacock and Timothy Grider (Mississippi State University) 

MICROARTIFACTS FROM A POSSIBLE HOUSE FLOOR AT THE POVERTY POINT WORLD 

HERITAGE SITE 

 

2:00  Diana Greenlee (Station Archaeologist, Poverty Point World Heritage Site) 

BANK STABILIZATION AT THE POVERTY POINT WORLD HERITAGE SITE 

 

2:20  Phyllis Lear (Northwestern State University, Natchitoches, Louisiana) 
PPOS (Poverty Point Objects): SO MUCH MORE THAN NIFTY KITCHEN GADGETS 

 

2:40  John P. Dyson (Indiana University and Division of History and Culture, Chickasaw Nation) 

NAMING THE UNFAMILIAR CHICKASAW NEOLOGISMS AFTER DE SOTO 

 

3:20 Christine L. Halling and Ryan M. Seidemann (Louisiana Department of Justice) 

BIOLOGICAL PROFILE OF HUMAN SKELETAL REMAINS FROM  

THE SMITH CREEK SITE (22WK526) 
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3:40  Alexandria Mitchem and Dr. Megan Kassabaum (University of Pennsylvania) 

RITUAL AND SUBSISTENCE: PALEOBOTANY AT THE SMITH CREEK SITE (22WK526) 
 

4:00  Megan C. Kassabaum (University of Pennsylvania) 

REVISITING OLD DEBATES: UNDERSTANDING THE WOODLAND-MISSISSIPPIAN 

TRANSITION IN THE LOWER MISSISSIPPI VALLEY 

 

4:20  Ashley Terry and Megan Kassabaum (University of Pennsylvania) 

THE LEGACY OF J. ASHLEY SIBLEY ON LOWER MISSISSIPPI VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGY 

 

4:40 Marilyn Knapp (Arkansas Archaeological Survey) 

 FROM THE GROUND UP: A QUICK OVERVIEW OF THE ARKANSAS  ARCHEOLOGICAL 

 SOCIETY'S TRAINING PROGRAM 

 

 James F. Barnett Jr. (Director emeritus of the Grand Village of the Natchez) was the keynote speaker at the 

meeting’s banquet on Saturday night, Feb. 20, with a presentation entitled The Grand Village at Forty and Some 

Natchez Archaeology Highlights. 

 
 

 In addition to the presentations, there was a reception for meeting attendees at the Historic Natchez 

Foundation on Friday evening, Feb. 19 at the Foundation’s offices two blocks from the Natchez Convention 

Center. This reception also presented the exhibit They Equipped Themselves As Warriors about the Natchez 

Indians and the Natchez Fort site (16CT18) in Catahoula Parish, Louisiana. The exhibit was also on view at 

the Natchez Convention Center during the meeting on Saturday. 

 There were two tours on Sunday, Feb 21 for archaeological sites in Natchez. After convening and 

visiting the Natchez Visitors Center at 9 am Sunday morning, Meredith Hardy and John Cornelison with the 

Southeastern Archaeological Center of the National Park Service led a large group to the site of Fort Rosalie.  

This fort was built by the French in 1716 and modified by later colonial fortifications constructed by the 

Spanish and British.  Finishing about 10:30, tour attendees moved on to the Grand Village of the Natchez 

Indians site and museum. After a brief presentation by Lance Harris, current director at the site, the group 

toured the site. Natchez resident Robert Prospere was on hand to describe the work he did with Robert “Stu” 

Neitzel during excavations of the site in the mid-1960s.   

 

  Attendees to the tour of the Fort Rosalie site on 

Sunday mornings, Feb. 21, find themselves atop 

the remnants of earthen ramparts at the site. 

Robert Prospere, long time Natchez 

resident, points out where he worked under 

the direction of Stu Neitzel during 

archaeological work in the 1960s at the 

Grand Village of the Natchez Indians.  
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 Advocates for Poverty Point (APP) Event Held at the World Heritage Site 

By Robert Connolly, APP President 

 
Fifty-plus members of the Advocates for Poverty Point (APP) met at the World Heritage Site on April 23rd 

for the first Members Day Event.  The day-long event provided an opportunity for a “Behind the Scenes” 

experience for the attendees.  After a meet-and-greet to kick off the day, several speakers addressed the group 

during the morning session:  

 Robert Barham, Assistant Secretary, Office of State Parks, and Secretary of the Department of Culture, 

Recreation and Tourism, welcomed the APP members who came from as far as Houston and Memphis to 

attend.  Secretary Barham spoke of the plans of the Office State Parks for enhancing the operation and 

programming of the site despite budgetary constraints in Louisiana.   

 Nancy Hawkins, Archaeologist Manager in the Division of Archaeology, reviewed the 20-year history of 

the Station Archaeology Program at Poverty Point and the contributions that program made to the World 

Heritage Site nomination. 

 Stephanie Perrault, Site Manager, spoke about programming and interpretive opportunities at the park.  She 

noted particularly the need for volunteers to assist in expanding program offerings. 

 Jessica Dixon, Parks Program Manager in the Office of State Parks, offered specific insights into how 

volunteering opportunities can be arranged at Poverty Point. 

 Robert Connolly, President of the Board, Advocates for Poverty Point, spoke about the challenges and 

opportunities that the APP could address in the coming year.  He noted that the APP’s mission involves 

fundraising, volunteering, promotion, and sponsoring special events at Poverty Point.  In fundraising he 

reported that AT&T recently had generously donated $5000.00 to APP.  Connolly further noted the 

excellent response to the e-newsletter launched in February along with website upgrades to better promote 

the World Heritage Site. 

The APP members then watched the new introductory video that all visitors will see as the first stop on a 

tour of Poverty Point.  A tram tour of the site was the next activity on the Members Day agenda.  Of course, no 

Poverty Point event would be complete without a world-class meal.  Terry and Alicia Owens of the nearby 

Goodwill General Store, provided an excellent dinner of grilled chicken, sweet potato casserole, turnip greens, 

dinner rolls, and several three-layer cakes.  Dinner guests included Louisiana State Senators Francis Thompson 

and Michael Walsworth and Representative Bubba Chaney. 

 
 

 

The morning session of the APP meeting started with a series of presentations 

in the Museum Theater at the site. 
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 After dinner a series of concurrent activities extended throughout the early afternoon.  Diana Greenlee, 

Poverty Point Station Archaeologist, led APP members on a tour of the artifact repository and gave an update 

on research activities at the site.  Nancy Hawkins, Alisha Wright, Stephanie Perrault, David Griffing, and 

Mark Fox  provided a series of hands-on activities including pump drills, artifact screening, PPO making, 

throwing darts with an atlatl, and a flintknapping demonstration.  The afternoon ended with APP members 

having a special opportunity to assist Diana in the analysis of a cache of steatite vessel sherds recovered west 

of Mound A by Clarence Webb in the 1930s. 

A constant theme addressed by all of the activities throughout the day was for APP members to determine 

how they could help support and promote the Poverty Point World Heritage Site.  Priorities included: 

 Promoting APP membership to others, especially in the archaeological and regional communities. 

 Volunteering at the site.  The Advocates for Poverty Point website (http://advocatesforpovertypoint.org/) 

now has a Volunteer Interest form that lists many of the ways to get involved at the site. 

 The APP plans to host an Archaeology Day event on October 15th of this year.  The day is significant as it 

will mark the two-year anniversary of the World Heritage dedication event at Poverty Point and will also 

coincide with International Archaeology Day, a fitting observance for the only UNESCO World Heritage 

Site in Louisiana. 

For more information or to join the Advocates for Poverty Point, visit their website at 

http://advocatesforpovertypoint.org/ 

Scenes from the APP meeting: A) Some recently donated artifacts from Poverty Point were a highlight of the repository tour. B) 

Alisha Wright gave APP members a chance to waterscreen soils from an excavation to place a culvert under the tram road C) APP 

Members saw first-hand how the “new” repository at Poverty Point is quickly running out of space, D) Nancy Hawkins led a pump 

drilling activity with replica beads that participants could take home as mementos. 

A 

B 

C 
D 

http://advocatesforpovertypoint.org/
http://advocatesforpovertypoint.org/
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AT&T SUPPORTS POVERTY POINT 

Richlandtoday.com 02/23/2016  

 

 
 
  

 

 AT&T recently made a $5,000 donation to the 

Advocates for Poverty Point in support of the 

preservation, enhancement and utilization of the 

Poverty Point World Heritage Site. Dated between 

1700 and 1100 B.C., the site of more than 400 acres is 

unique among archaeological sites on this continent. It 

is the first and only World Heritage Site in Louisiana 

and is only the fourth archeological site in the entire 

U.S. to be selected for inclusion to the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural World Heritage 

List. Taking part in the donation were, from left, Dr. 

Michael Chenoweth, Treasurer for Advocates for 

Poverty Point; Stephanie Perrault, Manager of the 

Poverty Point World Heritage Site; State Senator 

Francis Thompson; State Senator Michael Walsworth; 

AT&T State Director David J. Aubrey, and AT&T 

Regional Director Robert Vinet. 

 

DONATIONS TO LOUISIANA ARCHAEOLOGY 

From left to right- State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) Phil Boggan; Deputy Assistant  

Secretary, Kristin Sanders; Louisiana State Archaeologist, Chip McGimsey; and Collections Manager, Ashley 

Federoff look on as Jack Shaffer of Baton Rouge signs documents to donate his collection of materials from the 

Natchez Fort site (16CT18)to the state of Louisiana.  This site was the scene of a French victory over the 

Natchez Indians who had fled to what is now Louisiana in the aftermath of the Natchez Massacre in 1729.  
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LOUISIANA ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE MEDIA 

NEW ORLEANS — Lingering oil from the 

Deepwater Horizon oil spill could hasten the 

destruction of historical shipwrecks in the Gulf of 

Mexico. Tracking the activities of metal-corroding 

microbes, researchers found that oil mixed into 

seawater roughly doubled the amount of observed 

metal corrosion. The scientists reported their findings 

February 22 at the American Geophysical Union’s 

Ocean Sciences Meeting. 

 More than 2,000 sunken ships dot the Gulf’s 

seafloor, from 16th century Spanish vessels to the 

remnants of a World War II U-boat. These wrecks 

provide historical insights as well as a home for deep-

sea ecosystems. The 2010 Deepwater Horizon 

disaster spewed millions of gallons of oil into the 

Gulf, with much of it entering the deep ocean. Marine 

ecologist Jennifer Salerno of George Mason 

University in Fairfax, Va., and colleagues placed 

high-carbon steel wafers near sunken ships for four  
 

months and in special water tanks for 16 weeks. 

Wafers in oil-polluted water corroded significantly 

more than those in pristine seawater and also hosted 

different kinds of microbes, the researchers found. 

Salerno speculated that the oil may support a 

microecosystem for metal-chomping microbes or 

could trap metal-degrading hydrogen sulfide 

released by the microbes close to the metal. 

 Marine ecologist Jennifer Salerno of George 

Mason University in Fairfax, Va., and colleagues 

placed high-carbon steel wafers near sunken ships 

for four months and in special water tanks for 16 

weeks. Wafers in oil-polluted water corroded 

significantly more than those in pristine seawater 

and also hosted different kinds of microbes, the 

researchers found. Salerno speculated that the oil 

may support a microecosystem for metal-chomping 

microbes or could trap metal-degrading hydrogen 

sulfide released by the microbes close to the metal. 

 
 

GULF OIL SPILL COULD HASTEN CORROSION OF SHIPWRECKS 

Metal parts decay more slowly in pristine water, study finds 

 

Thomas Sumner, February 23, 2016  

SCIENCE NEWS https://www.sciencenews.org/article/gulf-oil-spill-could-hasten-corrosion-shipwrecks 

 

 

SUNKEN TREASURE  Oil spewed during the 2010 Deepwater Horizon 
spill may quicken the corrosion of historical shipwrecks such as the World 
War II U-boat U-166, pictured here in a 3-D scan of the seafloor. 

https://www.sciencenews.org/author/thomas-sumner
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 Rees recalls NAP winter field work 
By Dominick Cross, Lafayette Daily Advertiser (dcross@theadvertiser.com) February 12, 2016 

 The New Acadia Project steering committee 

was presented a $21,000 donation at its Jan. 26 

meeting at Vermilionville. 

 Also known as NAP, the New Acadia 

Project is an archaeological expedition that seeks to 

locate, identify and investigate the 18th-century 

homesteads and now-unmarked graves of the first 

Acadian exiles of present-day Iberia Parish. 

 The project is spearheaded by University of 

Louisiana at Lafayette archaeologist Mark Rees. 

Rees and his crew have now identified at least six 

sites along the Teche Ridge that date from the 18th 

century. Approximately 75 percent of the shovel 

tests produced artifacts of interest, many of which 

are post-Civil War era, but all artifacts make a 

major contribution to the Louisiana State’s Division 

of Archaeology. 

 Remote sensing indicates items of interest 

are buried beneath the surface at several sites 

including property previously owned by Armand 

Broussard, the son of Joseph “Beausoleil” 

Broussard. 

 At the January meeting, Rees reported on 

the Winter 2015 Archaeology Field School led by 

forensic anthropologist Miranda Kles which was 

held over the recent UL semester break. The field 

school focused on two sites: the Berard Cemetery 

and the Armand Broussard home site. 

 An unmarked burial permit was obtained 

from the state, and the field school students were 

able to explore anomalies found previously with 

remote sensing in the Berard Cemetery and Armand 

Broussard areas. These excavations produced iron 

nails, a projectile point and numerous pottery sherds 

dating from AD 700, glazed brick from sugarcane. 

  

 processing, and ceramic sherds from 1780 which 

would have been manufactured in England 

 At the field school's second excavation site, 

Rees had held a previous field school in 2002. At 

this time, artifacts from the 1780s and later were 

collected near the former location of the Armand 

Broussard house. 

 This year’s field school focused on the first 

ridge closer to Bayou Teche exploring a large 

anomaly found with remote sensing in the hope of 

locating an unmarked gravesite or an early 

residential occupation. An iron horseshoe was found 

during this excavation as well as iron slag fragments, 

indicating this may have been the location of an old 

trash pile. Artifacts from the winter field school 

excavation are currently being processed in the 

archaeology lab at UL. 

 The team hopes to return to the field this 

summer to investigate other recently discovered 18th 

century home sites and to expand the search area. 

 With sufficient support to continue the 

archaeological investigation, Rees is confident that 

the lost colony of New Acadia will be found. 

Since its inception in 2014, NAP's steering 

committee has collected and donated $133,000 to 

the effort to locate the Lost Acadian Settlement. The 

recent $21,000 came from multiple donors. In order 

for the project to continue, NAP is soliciting more 

donations. For more information or to make a tax 

deductible donation, visit www.acadianmuseum.com 

or http://www.ucs.louisiana.edu/~mar4160/nap.html. 

 Donations may be made to the Acadian 

Museum and mailed to 251 La Rue France, 

Lafayette, LA 70508. Reference “New Acadia 

Project” on the check. 
 

Shown presenting a $21,000 donation to 

the NAP project are (left to right): 

Warren A. Perrin, Dr. Mark Rees, Alan 

Broussard and Brenda Broussard.  

mailto:dcross@theadvertiser.com
http://www.ucs.louisiana.edu/~mar4160/nap.html
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Louisiana's Disappearing Coast Takes Ancient History with It 

By Tegan Wendland, WWNO, Feb. 29, 2016 

 Richie Blink is a community organizer for 

the National Wildlife Federation in Plaquemines 

Parish, where he grew up. When he was a kid his 

dad showed him a special place. With little Richie at 

the helm, they would head out to fish in Bay 

Adams, near Empire, about an hour south of New 

Orleans on the west bank of the Mississippi River. 

 After leaving the docks they would wind 

through the waterways and to the floodgates, which 

opened to the wide open bay. “We would come out 

of the floodgates and my dad would say ‘head for 

the ‘Lemon Trees!’” says Blink. 

 What’s locally known as the "Lemon Trees” 

is a stand of weathered old trees on a grassy tuft of 

land. It’s a well-known landmark for fishermen, but 

they would rarely stop there to hunt or fish because 

it’s a sacred Native American site. 

 “The older folks always discouraged us from 

going, out of respect,” says Blink. “The legend goes 

that you were always to bring some kind of  

sacrifice, so somebody left some lemons for the 

ancestors.”  

 Those lemons grew into big trees with 

grapefruit-sized lemons. But then, they stopped 

producing fruit and started dying off. As land was 

lost to the Gulf of Mexico, saltwater made its way 

into the freshwater marsh, killing off the trees and 

other plants. Blink watched from afar as they 

became dead trunks. 

 Respecting the place used to mean not going 

there. “But now that it’s washing away, I think it’s 

important that it needs to be seen before it gets 

lost,” says Blink. To document the place, track its 

damage, and save something from it before it all 

dissolved, Blink started to "head for the Lemon 

Trees" — and go directly ashore. Now the island 

that used to hold a citrus grove has only a few live 

trees at all. The edges of this scrappy wind-beaten 

patch of land are crumbling. Waves beat against the 

dirt, washing it away, exposing shards of ancient 

pottery. 

The roots of a dead oak tree are 

all that holds the edge of this 

ancient Native American mound 

together. Photo by Tegan 

Wendland. 
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Continued from previous page  

 

 Blink hops down off his boat, pulls it up on 

the eroding bank, and reaches down to pick up an 

unassuming brown shard out of the waves. “You can 

see, it’s just everywhere... there’s just shards of it all 

over the place,” he says. “This is earthen pottery 

made by natives. This site is in the process of being 

destroyed. It only has a few more years left.” 

 It is an ancient Native American site and an 

important archaeological find. It’s one of many 

historic sites being lost to the Gulf as rising seas and 

saltwater intrusion eat away at Louisiana’s fragile 

marshes. 

 When Blink saw how fast it was eroding he 

decided to find an archaeologist and ask for help. He 

saw an op-ed about another endangered historic site 

and called the writer, Brian Ostahowski. 

 Ostahowski works as an investigator with a 

private archaeology company, SEARCH Inc. 

Ostahowski gets a lot of calls like this, at least once 

a month. People who say, “'I have a great 

archaeological site in my backyard ’and chances are 

they usually do,” he says. 

 So he hopped in a boat with Richie Blink and 

went out there, “Richie wasn’t lying,” says 

Ostahowski. “This is actually a very, very important 

archaeological site.” 

 Based on the pottery and the soils, 

Ostahowski says native people lived at the site 300-

500 years ago. The pieces of broken pottery are 

probably from an ancient trash pile, called a 

midden. There could even be human remains there. 

“You’re talking about a whole ceremonial center that 

could tell you about lifeways or the change of 

lifeways that’s going to be completely gone within 

ten years," Ostahowski says. "It maybe took 300 

years of occupation there.” 

 Ostahowski took samples of the soil for 

radiocarbon dating. He wants to learn more, like for 

how long people lived there and how many different 

occupations there might have been. These details 

could help fill gaps in our understanding of the 

prehistoric Plaquemine culture of what’s called the 

Bayou Petre phase, but the truth is, there just isn’t 

much time. 

 

 “We’re talking about different ways that we 

can come up with kind of an emergency action, or 

emergency excavations,” he says.  

 Unlike the usual slow-paced archaeology dig, 

Ostahowski wants to excavate the mound as soon as 

possible and haul all of those bits of pottery and other 

artifacts back to shore to study them. He’s applying for 

some federal and private grant money to pay for it. 

 For Blink, it’s more than ancient history at 

stake. It’s personal history, where he grew up. He 

honors that in his own way. The last time he visited 

the site he brought some lemons and left them as an 

offering. Now they sit, under a windswept tree on top 

of the small mound, drying up in the shade. 

 

Richie Blink presents prehistoric ceramic sherds 

recovered from surface at the “lemon trees” mound that 

is quickly eroding away. Photo by Tegan Wendland 
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Volunteers bring back names of dead in Chalmette cemetery restoration project 

Natalie Pompilio, Special to the New Orleans Advocate, March 17, 2016 

 For the first time in decades, perhaps even a 

century, the names of fallen heroes are being brought to 

light in Chalmette National Cemetery. 

 Volunteers kneel in the soft dirt beside long-

neglected graves and hand-scrub the marble markers until 

the names of the lost men and women — the majority of 

them Union soldiers from the Civil War but also fighters 

from the War of 1812, the Spanish-American War, both 

world wars and the Vietnam War — start to reappear. 

Here’s George C. Coleman, 21, of New York, who died 

in April 1864 at the Battle of Sabine Crossroads in 

Louisiana. 

 Townsend Stevens, of Ohio, and James McElroy, 

of Pennsylvania, privates in the 6th U.S. Cavalry, lie side 

by side. McElroy died on July 28, 1866, Stevens the next 

day. 

 It’s slow, physically demanding labor, but those 

taking part in a month long cleanup effort say it’s worth 

it. “A lot of people overlook this area. They come here to 

exercise, but they don’t understand the significance of 

these lands,” said St. Bernard native Kim Samaniego, 19. 

“This gives me a new view of my hometown and its 

history as I continue the legacy of stewardship.” 
 The restoration project is a partnership among 

the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the National 

Center for Preservation Technology and Training, and 

Jean Lafitte National Historical Park, with sponsorship 

from D/2 Biological Solution. 

 Monica Rhodes, an assistant director of the 

National Trust’s Hands On Preservation Experience 

program, said this is the first HOPE project in the state 

to seek volunteer workers. About 350 have registered to 

join the cleanup, which also includes realigning and 

documenting the headstones. There is room for more 

than double that number of volunteers, she said. 

 “Events like this help connect people to their 

parks. Working with your hands is a deeper, richer 

experience,” Rhodes said. “People think of the national 

parks and they think Yellowstone or Yosemite out west, 

but here in New Orleans, people have national parks in 

their own backyards.” 

 Established in May 1864 for Union soldiers, 

Chalmette National Cemetery is now the final resting 

place of more than 16,000 people — the presence of 

mass graves make an exact count impossible. The 

names of almost 7,000 of the dead are lost to history. 

(No Confederate soldiers are buried here. In the late 

1860s, the remains of 132 Confederates who had died as 

prisoners of war and were interred in Chalmette were 

transferred to a tomb at New Orleans’ Cypress Grove 

Cemetery.) 

 Although the cemetery adjoins Chalmette 

Battlefield — site of the bloody Battle of New Orleans 

in January 1815, during which future President Andrew 

Jackson led the forces that repelled a British attack — 

only four soldiers who fought in the War of 1812 rest 

here, and only one of them actually took part in the local 

battle. His name is unknown, but his grave notes he died 

on his way home to Tennessee after the war. 

 

Left: Volunteer Sister 

Pennock scrubs a 

headstone at the 

Chalmette National 

Cemetery, March 9, 

2016. 

 

Right: Volunteer 

Quinton Liang along 

with Jason Church with 

the National Park 

Service place 

headstone back into its 

place for realignment 

at the Chalmette 

National Cemetery. 

 

Advocate photos by 

Sophia Germer 

http://theadvocate.com/news/neworleans/11222937-148/200th-anniversary-celebration-will-stress
http://www.historynet.com/americans-civil-war-collision-at-sabine-crossroads-during-the-red-river-campaign.htm
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 Other notable graves include those of 99 so-called 

“Buffalo Soldiers,” members of the first peacetime all-

black regiment in the U.S. Army. 

 Sarah Rosetta Wakeman, a woman who posed as 

a man in order to join the Union Army, is interred in 

grave No. 4,066 under her nom de guerre, Lyons 

Wakeman. A volunteer with the New York Infantry, she 

saw battle at Red River. She managed to keep her gender 

a secret until her death in 1864. Every grave matters, said 

Jason Church, a material conservator with the National 

Park Service’s National Center for Preservation 

Technology and Training. 

 “All of these people have a history. They all had 

families. They’re all important, even the ones who don’t 

have a Wikipedia page,” Church said. “This is an 

important project. This is an important site.” 

 Despite having lived in the area on and off for 

decades, neither Rebecca Marcus, 37, nor her mother, 

Judy Marcus, 74, both of Metairie, had visited the 

cemetery until they signed up to volunteer. They plan to 

return every Wednesday in March. 

 The two women were cleaning stones one recent 

Wednesday. The process goes like this: First, douse the 

stone with water, then add D/2 Biological Solution on top. 

Then scrub with brushes in a circular motion from top to 

bottom twice and then rinse. After an hour of work, the 

pair had finished seven stones. 

 “I told her it would be fun. I lied,” Rebecca 

Marcus said with a laugh. “No, no, seriously, it’s hard  

  

 

Above: Cam Amabile, Jason Church, Quinton 

Lian, and Kim Samaniego dig holes to realign 

headstones at the Chalmette National Cemetery.  

 

Advocate photos by Sophia Germer. 

Below: Notable headstone of 

Sarah Rosetta Wakeman, a 

woman who posed as a man 

in the Union Army. 

work, but it’s satisfying. I’m amazed at the trans-

formation: ‘Oh my God. Look what the water does. Oh 

my God, look what happens when you add the 

 Other volunteers were resetting the headstones. 

Most are solid marble, from 36 to 40 inches long, and 

weigh about 200 pounds. Each is meant to stand 21 to 22 

inches above the ground, in line with the stones on either 

side of it. The goal is to honor the dead by having their 

headstones set like soldiers standing at attention. 

 Nathan Kyllonen and his mother, Dawn, both of 

Dallas, tackled that physically taxing job on their first 

two volunteer shifts. The pair are volunteering until the 

project wraps up April 1. Nathan Kyllonen, 22, recently 

graduated from Baylor University with a bachelor’s 

degree in history and hopes to pursue a career in 

conservation. 

 Working in the cemetery made him hungry to 

learn more about the people interred here. “The 

headstones only tell you so much. Some have names and 

dates and where they came from, but others have almost 

nothing,” he said. “I keep wondering if people alive 

today know they have relatives here. If we can document 

it, maybe more people can come out and visit.”  

 Dawn Kyllonen said she has long been 

passionate about cemetery restoration, and she sees 

wonder even in the most uneven headstones. “These are 

the last pieces of documentation of a person,” she said. 

“To me, this is like an art gallery.” 
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LOUISIANA ARCHAEOLOGY RESEARCH NEWS 

 

Journal of Archaeological Science: Reports 
Volume 6, April 2016, Pages 351–360 

 

Assessing the provenance of Poverty Point copper through LA-ICP-MS compositional analysis 

 Mark A. Hilla, , Department of Anthropology, Ball State University, United States 

 Diana M. Greenlee, School of Sciences, University of Louisiana at Monroe, United States 

 Hector Neffc  Department of Anthropology, California State University—Long Beach, United States 

 

 

Highlights 

•We used LA-ICP-MS to examine the elemental composition of six copper artifacts from the Poverty Point 

 site in Louisiana 

•Compositional profiles of these artifacts were compared with those of 62 copper source samples 

•Source areas were broadly defined as Appalachian, Canadian Maritimes, and Lake Superior 

•Results indicate a probable eastern source (Appalachians and Maritimes) for the analyzed Poverty Point 

 copper. 

 
ABSTRACT 

 The Poverty Point site is the largest and most complex Archaic period earthwork site in eastern North 

America and the type site of the Poverty Point culture. Poverty Point holds a prominent position in eastern North 

American prehistory in part due to the extensive exchange system—the first of such scale—that brought exotic 

materials to this site from the Appalachians, Ohio Valley, and Upper Mississippi Valley. Among these exotic 

materials, copper was introduced into the Poverty Point exchange system from sources often posited to reside in the 

upper Great Lakes region, an idea reinforced by the identification of Upper Mississippi Valley sources for galena 

found at the site. This study tests such an assumption by using laser ablation inductively-coupled plasma mass 

spectrometry (LA-ICP-MS) analysis of six copper artifacts from the Poverty Point site and comparing the results to 

source samples from the Lake Superior region, central and southern Appalachian Mountains, and Canadian Maritimes. 

Results indicate that these copper artifacts most likely originated in the eastern sources of the Maritimes or 

Appalachian Mountains, rather than the Lake Superior region as long proposed. 

Copper artifacts from the Poverty Point 

site. Photo by Jenny Ellerbee and down 

loaded from National Endowment for the 

Humanities website: 

http://www.neh.gov/divisions/preservation/

featured-project/poverty-point-

preservation-prehistoric-world-heritage-

site 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&r

ct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=

1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKE

wjXspD6rf3LAhWqsIMKHb-

XCCQQFggcMAA&url=http%3A

%2F%2Fwww.sciencedirect.com%2

Fscience%2Farticle%2Fpii%2FS23

52409X16300669&usg=AFQjCNFh

osDv4x4n16dj3WgEgsMmqKdHQg

&sig2=D1OLpVtmrst4IxoZ8v_bvQ

&bvm=bv.119028448,d.amc 

Control click 
here for 
online 
access to 
article in 
electronic 
edition of 

newsletter 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/2352409X
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/2352409X
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/2352409X/6/supp/C
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352409X16300669
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352409X16300669
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352409X16300669
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352409X16300669
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjXspD6rf3LAhWqsIMKHb-XCCQQFggcMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencedirect.com%2Fscience%2Farticle%2Fpii%2FS2352409X16300669&usg=AFQjCNFhosDv4x4n16dj3WgEgsMmqKdHQg&sig2=D1OLpVtmrst4IxoZ8v_bvQ&bvm=bv.119028448,d.amc
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjXspD6rf3LAhWqsIMKHb-XCCQQFggcMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencedirect.com%2Fscience%2Farticle%2Fpii%2FS2352409X16300669&usg=AFQjCNFhosDv4x4n16dj3WgEgsMmqKdHQg&sig2=D1OLpVtmrst4IxoZ8v_bvQ&bvm=bv.119028448,d.amc
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjXspD6rf3LAhWqsIMKHb-XCCQQFggcMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencedirect.com%2Fscience%2Farticle%2Fpii%2FS2352409X16300669&usg=AFQjCNFhosDv4x4n16dj3WgEgsMmqKdHQg&sig2=D1OLpVtmrst4IxoZ8v_bvQ&bvm=bv.119028448,d.amc
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjXspD6rf3LAhWqsIMKHb-XCCQQFggcMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencedirect.com%2Fscience%2Farticle%2Fpii%2FS2352409X16300669&usg=AFQjCNFhosDv4x4n16dj3WgEgsMmqKdHQg&sig2=D1OLpVtmrst4IxoZ8v_bvQ&bvm=bv.119028448,d.amc
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjXspD6rf3LAhWqsIMKHb-XCCQQFggcMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencedirect.com%2Fscience%2Farticle%2Fpii%2FS2352409X16300669&usg=AFQjCNFhosDv4x4n16dj3WgEgsMmqKdHQg&sig2=D1OLpVtmrst4IxoZ8v_bvQ&bvm=bv.119028448,d.amc
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjXspD6rf3LAhWqsIMKHb-XCCQQFggcMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencedirect.com%2Fscience%2Farticle%2Fpii%2FS2352409X16300669&usg=AFQjCNFhosDv4x4n16dj3WgEgsMmqKdHQg&sig2=D1OLpVtmrst4IxoZ8v_bvQ&bvm=bv.119028448,d.amc
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjXspD6rf3LAhWqsIMKHb-XCCQQFggcMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencedirect.com%2Fscience%2Farticle%2Fpii%2FS2352409X16300669&usg=AFQjCNFhosDv4x4n16dj3WgEgsMmqKdHQg&sig2=D1OLpVtmrst4IxoZ8v_bvQ&bvm=bv.119028448,d.amc
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjXspD6rf3LAhWqsIMKHb-XCCQQFggcMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencedirect.com%2Fscience%2Farticle%2Fpii%2FS2352409X16300669&usg=AFQjCNFhosDv4x4n16dj3WgEgsMmqKdHQg&sig2=D1OLpVtmrst4IxoZ8v_bvQ&bvm=bv.119028448,d.amc
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjXspD6rf3LAhWqsIMKHb-XCCQQFggcMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencedirect.com%2Fscience%2Farticle%2Fpii%2FS2352409X16300669&usg=AFQjCNFhosDv4x4n16dj3WgEgsMmqKdHQg&sig2=D1OLpVtmrst4IxoZ8v_bvQ&bvm=bv.119028448,d.amc
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjXspD6rf3LAhWqsIMKHb-XCCQQFggcMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencedirect.com%2Fscience%2Farticle%2Fpii%2FS2352409X16300669&usg=AFQjCNFhosDv4x4n16dj3WgEgsMmqKdHQg&sig2=D1OLpVtmrst4IxoZ8v_bvQ&bvm=bv.119028448,d.amc
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjXspD6rf3LAhWqsIMKHb-XCCQQFggcMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencedirect.com%2Fscience%2Farticle%2Fpii%2FS2352409X16300669&usg=AFQjCNFhosDv4x4n16dj3WgEgsMmqKdHQg&sig2=D1OLpVtmrst4IxoZ8v_bvQ&bvm=bv.119028448,d.amc
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Map showing the 

locations of 

geological sources 

of native copper and 

the Poverty Point 

World Heritage 

Site. Figure from 

article by Hill, 

Greenlee, and Neff. 

Map from Poverty Point: A Terminal 

Archaic Culture from the Lower Mississippi 

Valley (Gibson 1999) showing sources of 

many materials brought to the Poverty Point 

site. Arrows point to sources previously 

thought to have provided copper artifacts.  

Research by Hill, Greenlee, and Neff 

suggests that the copper likely originated in 

the eastern sources of the Maritimes or 

Appalachian Mountains, rather than the 

Lake Superior region. 
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New Acadia Project 

Progress Report 

by 

Mark A. Rees and Philip D. Bourgeois, Jr. 

LOUISIANA PUBLIC ARCHAEOLOGY LAB 

108 Mouton Hall, 1411 Johnston Street 

University of Louisiana at Lafayette 

Lafayette, LA 70503 

March 2016 

 

 

The New Acadia Project is a community supported and publicly-funded, multidisciplinary study of Nouvelle 

Acadie – the original homesteads and associated burials of Acadians who arrived in south Louisiana in 1765. Nouvelle 

Acadie was established 250 years ago along the Bayou Teche in the Fausse Pointe region of present-day Iberia Parish. 

Investigation of these sites holds the potential to provide unique information on Acadian history and culture, including 

post-deportation settlement patterns, cuisine and material culture. Surprisingly, their home sites have been forgotten 

today. Joseph Beausoleil Broussard and other Acadian émigrés lie in unmarked graves. Since the locations of the 1765 

homesteads and burial places are unknown, they are endangered by residential and commercial development. Heritage 

conservation and contributing to the cultural economy of the State and region are among the goals of the project, 

recognizing that the lost colony of Nouvelle Acadie represents the founding of what is now widely known as Acadiana 

– the homeland of the Cajuns.1 

Remarkable progress has been made during the past two years. Research began in May of 2014 through a 

cooperative agreement between the University of Louisiana at Lafayette and the New Acadia Project Steering 

Committee, in partnership with the non-profit Acadian Heritage and Culture Foundation. Three high-priority areas for 

archaeological survey have been identified along the Teche Ridge based on archival, cartographic, ethnographic and 

genealogical sources. This one-mile wide and 10-mile long study area roughly corresponds with Arceneaux’s 

hypothesized locations for three recorded places of initial Acadian settlement: Premier Camp d'en Bas, Dernier Camp 

d'en Bas, and Camp Beausoleil. Collectively referred to as Nouvelle Acadie, these places are thought to be located 

around present-day Loreauville.1 This brief report provides an outline of recent accomplishments, including some of the 

preliminary results. 

 

Accomplishments and Results 

Fieldwork has now been conducted throughout the study area for a total of approximately 26 weeks: eight weeks 

during the summer of 2014, four weeks in the winter of 2014-15, ten weeks during the summer of 2015, and four weeks 

in the winter of 2015-16. Although the study area encompasses both sides of the bayou, survey of high-priority areas 

has focused on the east side or left descending bank. Field crews were usually comprised of one or two student 

assistants and a crew chief. Fieldwork has involved ground surface inspections, controlled surface collections, 

systematic shovel testing and geophysical remote sensing. Survey has been preceded and accompanied by ethnographic 

fieldwork and archival research, including interviews with local residents on land ownership and use, the locations of 

buildings and graveyards, and genealogies.  

Privately-owned land has been surveyed within each high-priority area. Sites have been discovered in each area and 

in every tract that has been visited. A list of sites is being compiled with respective components, including evidence of 

18th-century habitation and potential association with Nouvelle Acadie. The number of known sites has been 

substantially increased, from two to 23. 

 21 sites have been discovered in the study area; two sites were previously recorded. 

 Eight sites have been recorded until now with the Louisiana Division of Archaeology.  

 Seven sites have produced artifacts that date from the 18th century. 

 Two sites are abandoned cemeteries (16IB164 and 16IB168). 

 Two additional locations are purported to contain unmarked burials. 

 

http://attakapasgazette.org/vol-3-2014/initial-acadian-settlement/
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Site Name Number Potential Components Represented 

La Chute  20th century 

Russell’s Retreat  20th century 

Pierre à Fusil*  Prehistoric; 18th – 20th century 

Rouge Pot*  Prehistoric; 18th – 20th century; unmarked burials (not confirmed) 

Berard* 16IB167 18th century – present day 

Berard Cemetery 16IB168 Prehistoric; 19th – 20th century graves and unmarked burials 

Trinity Oak  unmarked burials (not confirmed); 20th century – present day 

Schneider Woods  Prehistoric; 20th century 

Shady Oak West  Prehistoric; 19th – 20th  century 

Landfill  Prehistoric; 20th century 

Loreauville Mounds† 16IB40 Prehistoric Coles Creek and Plaquemine; 19th century – present day 

Amand Broussard*† 16IB75 Prehistoric; 18th century – present day 

Boudreaux South*  18th – 20th century 

Guilbeau 16IB151 19th – 20th century 

Harrist 16IB162 Prehistoric; 19th – 20th century 

Leblanc 16IB165 19th – 20th century 

Simon Lane Cemetery 16IB164 19th – 20th century graves 

Simon Lane 16IB166 20th century 

Benny’s Hill*  Prehistoric; 18th century – present day 

Crochet   20th century 

Saintonge Ridge* 16IB169 18th century – present day  

Belle Place   20th century 

Belle Place 2  20th century 

 Historical artifacts are present at all 23 of the presently-known sites. Most of the artifacts date from the late 19th 

through the 20th centuries. The majority of the artifacts are pieces of ceramic, glass, and metal. Seven sites with 18th-

century components are potentially contemporaneous or associated with the homesteads of Nouvelle Acadie. Ten sites 

have indigenous, prehistoric components. The widespread distribution and cultural affiliations of sites indicate the Teche 

Ridge has been intensively occupied for more than a thousand years. 

List of Known Sites in the Study Area 

 

Map of the study area, showing 

high-priority areas in red (USGS 

Loreauville and New Iberia North 

Quads). 

 

PRIVACY NOTICE: All sites and 

surveyed areas are privately-owned 

property. Unauthorized access is 

illegal trespassing. Unscientific 

artifact collecting causes site 

destruction and the loss of 

historical information. 
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While most of the fieldwork has been archaeological survey, more intensive excavations were carried out at two sites 

in December of 2015 and January of 2016 as part of an Archaeology Field School at UL Lafayette. Eight students 

participated in the field school, along with the instructor, principal investigator, and project archaeologist. Abandoned 

cemeteries dating from the 19th or 20th centuries might contain earlier, unmarked burials potentially associated with 

Nouvelle Acadie. The field school investigated subsurface anomalies detected by remote sensing at Berard Cemetery and 

the Armand Broussard site. Although unmarked burials were not found, the field school contributed to our knowledge of 

these sites and advanced the goals of the project.  

 

Public Outreach, Presentations and Publicity 

Community support for the New Acadia Project has been remarkable, with clear relevance to heritage conservation 

and the cultural economy of Acadiana. Public outreach has included a community forum on unmarked burials and Grand 

Réveil Acadien events in Loreauville and Lafayette. Since 2014 there have been 33 presentations and events, including the 

Loreauville Town Council, Kiwanis of Acadiana Club, Lafayette and Crowley genealogical societies, the Acadian 

Memorial in St. Martinville, the Jean Lafitte Acadian Cultural Center in Lafayette, Preservation Alliance of Lafayette, 

Lafourche Heritage Society, the Jeanerette Museum, numerous parish libraries, Le Comité des Archives de la Louisiane in 

Baton Rouge, Archaeology Month at the State Capital Museum, Festivals Acadiens et Creoles – Center for Louisiana 

Studies Symposium on the 250th Anniversary of Acadian Arrival at Vermilionville, annual meetings of the Louisiana 

Archaeological Society, and the Conference on Historical and Underwater Archaeology in Québec, Canada. The project 

has been featured on KRVS Radio, KLFY News, The Advertiser, the Acadiana Advocate, and other regional and Canadian 

news media. Public interest has increased as the research has advanced, garnering further support for the project. The 

popular New Acadia Project Facebook page reached more than 1,700 people in February of 2016. 

 

Conclusion and Directions Forward 

The results outlined here demonstrate that 250 year-old sites can be discovered and studied, including the original 

homesteads and unmarked burials of Acadians who arrived in 1765. Of the 23 sites presently known in the study area, 

seven have produced evidence for 18th-century components. More intensive investigations are necessary at each of these 

sites in order to delineate buried cultural deposits and examine possible connections with Nouvelle Acadie. Additional 

tracts should be surveyed in high-priority areas on both sides of the bayou, but especially in the vicinity of sites that have 

produced artifacts dating from the 18th century. More extensive survey is needed around abandoned cemeteries, areas of 

purported unmarked burials, and isolated ridges along the bayou where graveyards might be located. The documented 

association of interments with the 1765 homesteads may ultimately lead to the discovery of the lost colony of Nouvelle 

Acadie. 

Much of this research is still ongoing, including site recording and analyses of artifact collections. A detailed technical 

report is forthcoming. Yet the results of the previous two years already show that considerable progress has been made in 

locating sites potentially associated with Nouvelle Acadie. As the list of sites is enlarged, the most promising sites can be 

selected for more intensive investigation by remote sensing and excavation. Archaeological survey should continue to be 

informed by archival research, oral history and genealogy.  

It is the connections to families and local communities that make this project stand out as a model for public 

archaeology. As a community-initiated and directed project, increased public support will be integral to its future success. 

The urgency of the fieldwork is underscored by suburban and commercial developments that are further restricting the 

areas accessible for survey. Public outreach, education and engagement will be critical in meeting the challenges of 

continued funding and accomplishing the project’s goals. Nouvelle Acadie should not be forgotten. For the sake of 

economic development, historical knowledge, heritage and commemoration in the heart of Acadiana, the lost colony must 

be found. 
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away in April of 2015, was among the most passionate and dedicated advocates of the project. The search for Camp 

Beausoleil and resting place of Joseph Broussard moves forward in his memory.  

Vice Chair Warren Perrin has been an influential proponent and unwavering source of support, establishing an 

ongoing fundraising effort through the non-profit Acadian Heritage and Culture Foundation at the Acadian Museum in 

Erath. The committee is very fortunate to have Kim Broussard serve as Treasurer since the project was launched. David 

Cheramie has provided an ideal meeting place for the Steering Committee at Vermilionville Living History & Folk Life 

Park. Donald Arceneaux, Shane Bernard and Stanley LeBlanc have shared frequent historical insights, as well as their 

unbounded enthusiasm. Amy Broussard, Adam Doucet, Katherine Leblanc, Christian Sheumaker, Katherine Sinitiere, 

and Maegan Smith are among the many students who have been involved in the project, accomplishing arduous tasks in 

often difficult conditions. The research has advanced only through their efforts and the hard work of other students and 

volunteers.  

Mayor Brad Clifton and the residents of Loreauville have shown the greatest hospitality and support. Joe Judice and 

Russell Erikson have provided introductions and kindly facilitated the fieldwork. Among the local residents are many 

descendants of Acadian émigrés. The New Acadia Project would not exist without the heartwarming generosity and 

hospitality of numerous property owners in Iberia Parish who have welcomed the field crew onto their lands and into 

their homes. While their names are too numerous to list here, they deserve recognition beyond mere words. They are the 

true heirs of Nouvelle Acadie.  

Additional support is needed to continue the New Acadia Project. Donations can be made online through the non-

profit Acadian Heritage and Culture Foundation at the Acadian Museum web site, care of the New Acadia Project. 

Follow the New Acadia Project and Louisiana Public Archaeology Lab on Facebook. The Principal Investigator can be 

contacted by email at rees@louisiana.edu or through the Louisiana Public Archaeology Lab at UL Lafayette. 
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University Press of Mississippi, Jackson, 2003; C. A. Brasseaux. The Founding of New Acadia: the Beginnings of Acadian Life in 

Louisiana, 1765-1803. Louisiana State University Press, Baton Rouge, 1987; W. A. Perrin. Acadian Redemption: From Beausoleil 

Broussard to the Queen’s Royal Proclamation. Acadian Heritage and Culture Foundation, Erath, 2004. 
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Scenes from the field during December 2015 
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 The 18th annual meeting of the South Central Historical 

Archeology Conference (SCHAC) will be held September 16-18, 

2016 at the National Center for Preservation Technology and 

Training (NCPTT) in Natchitoches, Louisiana. Tad Britt with the 

National Park Service will be our gracious host.  There will be 

a Friday night gathering, with Saturday paper and poster 

presentations, and an optional workshop on Sunday. 

 Lodging particulars are not yet available, but a block of 

rooms will be reserved to accommodate out-of-towners.  Awards 

for Best Paper Title and Most Number of Slides will be presented 

during the business meeting on Saturday. 

  Additional info will be provided as it becomes available.  

A call for papers will be sent out closer to the meeting.  Start 

thinking about abstracts and clever paper titles. Contact Liz 

Davoli, SCHAC President for Life: elizabeth.davoli@la.gov. 

 

 The SEAC executive committee is excited to have the 73rd annual Southeastern Archaeological 

Conference meeting in Athens, Georgia known as “The Classic City of the South.” This year the conference 

will be held at the Classic Center located in the heart of downtown Athens from October 26th-29th, 2016. 

Athens is known for its hip music scene, fantastic bars, distinctive vibe, and good (inexpensive) food.  

 Check out http://www.visitathensga.com/ for more information on Athens. As a supplement to the 

official conference webpage, you can also find us on Facebook atwww.facebook.com/seac1conference 

MEETINGS, FIELDWORK, EXHIBITS, WEBSITES, ETC. 

Call for Papers 

2016 Arkansas Archeological Society  

Annual Meeting 

El Dorado Conference Center 

El Dorado, Arkansas 

September 30 – October 1, 2016 
 

The theme for this year’s meeting is: 

Across time and place: Archeology and community in 

the south central United States 

 

We seek submissions from across the south central 

United States centered around two distinct but related 

themes: (1) regionality and trade; and (2) community-

based archeology.  
Deadline for the submission of papers is: August 15, 

2016. Send your title and abstract to Marilyn Knapp 

at mxj02@uark.edu 

http://www.visitathensga.com/
http://www.facebook.com/seac1conference
mailto:mxj02@uark.edu
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INFORMATION FOR SUBSCRIBERS 

 The newsletter of the Louisiana Archaeological Society is published three times a year for the 

society’s members. Subscription is by membership in the Louisiana Archaeological Society (LAS). Annual 

membership dues are $20 for individuals, libraries, and institutions and $5 for associates (household relatives 

of individual members) and $12 for students. Life membership dues are $200 for individuals. Sustaining 

membership dues for individuals or institutions are $300. In addition to the newsletter, members receive one 

issue per year of the LAS bulletin Louisiana Archaeology. Membership requests, subscription dues, changes 

of address, and back issue orders should be directed to the LAS Treasurer. Unless otherwise indicated, 

opinions stated herein are those of the editor or authors and do not necessarily reflect LAS policy. 

INFORMATION FOR CONTRIBUTORS 

Send all notes, news, graphics and other communications to: 

Dennis Jones, LAS Editor 

1801 Ormandy Dr. 

Baton Rouge, LA 70808 

Or by email to archaeoman.jones@gmail.com 

Articles should be submitted by email, preferably in Microsoft Word. Digital images are encouraged. 

Please use TIF, JPG, or Word format. Contact the editor via email with all questions. 

LAS OFFICERS 

President: Mark Richard, Lafayette, LA 

Vice President: Brian E. Ostahouski, New Orleans, LA 

Secretary: James Fogleman, Morrow, LA 

Treasurer: Julie Doucet, Ethel, LA 

Editor: Dennis Jones, Baton Rouge, LA 

Webmaster: Paul French, Natchitoches, LA 

All officers can be contacted via the LAS website: 

www.laarchaeologicalsociety.org 

 

Editor – Louisiana Archaeological Society 

1801 Ormandy Dr. 
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