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The L.A.S. membership should take
note that this issue of the Newsletter contains
the first, and perhaps only, cali for papers rs-
garding the 1992 Annuai Meeting of the soci-
ety, to be heid in Baton Rouge at the end of
January. Because of a tight mailing scheaduie
at the end of the year, it is necessary that pa-
per tittes and abstracts be submitted to the
program chairman by the 15th of November.
So, if anyone is thinking of giving a paper at
the Annuai Meeting, please fili out the at-
tached form and send the appropriate infor-
mation to Dennis Jones who will serve as pro-
gram chairman while | am away in Texas over
the next several months. Similarly, because of
the relatively early cut-off date for reserving
hotel rcoms, it is suggested that reservations
be made as soon as possible..

This Newsletter also contains a review
of an article and saveral rejoinders that | feei
compelled to comment upon. First, the review
of Dennis Jones' article by Bob Neuman was
accepted for publication since it concerns an
arnticle previcusly published in the Newsletier,
and the Newsletter has a long-standing policy
of accepting reviews from its membership.
Second, because of the strong criticism con-
tained in Neuman's review, | felt it only
equitable that Dennis Jones be allowed to of-
fer a rejoinder. Maicolm Shuman, who is
briefly menticned in the Neuman review, also
was allowed to submit a short rejoinder.

Summer 1991

There is nothing particulary new or
significant about either reviews or rejoinders
in professional archaeclogical literature, but
some may find thaese inclusions naw to the
L.A.S. Newsletter. For those who may have
reservations about the publication of such
items, please rest assured that, on the whole,
the discipiing of archaeology is strengthened
by such exchanges. lt is hoped that Louisiana
archaeoclogy will benefit as well,

Rich Weinstein
Newsietter Editor

MINUTES OF THE L.A.S. EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE MEETING

Piccadilly Cafeteria
Alexandria Louisiana
May 4, 1991

Reported by
Donita Burion
L.A.S. Secretary

Assisted by
Nancy Affeifranger
L.A.S. Vice-President

The L.A.S. Executive Committee meaet-
ing was held at the Piccadilly Cafsteria in
Alexandria, Louisiana. Members present in-
cluded:

Harry Tanner -- President
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-attended, including David Jeane and Rich
Weinstein from the LLA.S. David is the L A.S.

_ representative and Rich is the L.A.S. aiternate.

‘David also was chosen as Newsletter Editor
for the Council and wili send out copies peri-
odicaily. One concern of the Council is the
formation of a ceniral library t¢ house pubiica-
ticns from each society. The next meeting of
the Council is slated to be held in Pitisburgh in
coenjunction with the next SAA annual meet-

ing.

Preparations are already under way for
the 1981 L.A.S. annuai meeting. Rich re-
ported that the Baton Rouge Chapter has se-
lected the Sheraton Hotel in Baton Rouge to
host the meeting. Friday evening will include
a welcoming wine and cheese social. A din-
ner is scheduled for Saturday evening with a
keynote speaker. Carl Kuttruff will serve as
facilities chairman and Rich Weinstein and
Dennis Jones will act as program chairmen.

With no further business, a motion was
made to adjourn the meeting. Mation carried.

1992 LOUISIANA ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SOCIETY ANNUAL MEETING

The 18ih Annual Meeting of the
Louisiana Archaeological Society will be held
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and hosted by the
Baton Rouge Chapter of the L.A.S. It will be
located at the Sheraton Baton Rouge Hotel.
The mesting dates are set for January 17
through 19, 1992. Planned sessions include
contributed papers (20 minutes), research re-
ports (10 minutes), and a possible symposium
of invited papers on a paricular topic. At least
one sessicn on historic archaeoclogy is alsc
planned. Thare will be a banqgust on Saturday
evening, followed by a keynote speaker.

An abstract form is included in this
Newsletter for your convenience. Paper tilies
and abstracts are due November 15, 1991,
Any special requests concerning logistical re-
guirements, extra space, or audiovisual
equipment nesds, shouid be submitted in
writing with the abstracts. Abstracts should be
sent to:

Dennis Jones
Louisiana Geological Survey
P.O.Box G

University Station
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70883-4107

For those interested in making reserva-
tions at the Sheraion Baton Rougs, these can
be obtained by calling (504) 925-2244. it is
recommended that reservations be made as
early as possible, as the cut-off date for the
hotel is January 3, 1982. After that date, the
hotel cannot guarantee availability of rooms.
The L.A.S. has been given a special conven-
tion rate of $58.00 per night per room. This
includes either single, doubie, or muitiple oc-
cupancy. PFlease tell the hotel personnel that
you are affiliated with the Louisiana Archaeo-
iogical Society.

LOUISIANA'S DIVISION OF
ARCHAEQOLOGY?

By
Kathisen M. Byrd
State Archaeologist
Louisiana Divislon of Archaeology
Baton Rouge

The Division of Archaecology operates
under two main isgisiative mandates: The
National Historic Preservation Act and
Louisiana's Archaeciogical Resources Act.

The federal Mational Historic Preserva-
tion Act was enacted in 1966 and amended in
1880. This act directed federal agencies o
expand and accelerate their historic preserva-
tion programs and activities. This included the
protection of archaeological resources under
federal control and the development of state-
federal partnership programs. This act re-
sulted in the formation of a State Historic
FPreservation Office in each state and provided
matching funds to the states to implement the
federal program.

The state Archaeological Treasure Act
was originally passed in 1974 and was
amended in 1989. Now known as the Ar-
chzeological Resources Act, this legislation

* Revized version of a paper presented at the 18th
Annuzl Meetlng of the L.A.S., Monroe, Louisiana.
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cal reports resuiting from federal or state pro-
jects with currently over 1500 titles. It aiso
stores copies of ail fieid notes, maps, profiles
and other fieid information resuiting from work
on state land or done in connecticn with a
grant from the division.

With assisiance and funds provided by
both the Vicksburg and New Qrieans Districts
of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the divi-
sion has been abie to cocmpiete a four-year
effort to computerize the archaeciogical site
records. it is now possible to conduct com-
puter searches for a wide variety of data in-
cluding: cultural features, cuitural affiliation,
site function, material found, degree of distur-
bance and National Register status.

Preservation

The purpose of the preservation pro-
gram is to recognize and preserve sites that
are reprasentative of the whole rangs of
Louisiana's past cuitures. The division cur-
rently has four subprogram areas: Permits,
National Register of Histeric Places, Ragistry
of State Cultura! Resource Landmarks, and
Site Protection. Most recently the division has
been concentrating its efforts in the arsas of
permits and site protection.

The division is involved in the review of
all requests for permits to conduct archaeolog-
ical investigation on state lands to ensure that
good field techniques are used and that a final
report is produced. Recently the division has
issued permits for work at the Cabildo in New
Orleans, Poverty Point, Port Hudson, the staie
capitol grounds, Oakiley House, and around
Lake D'Arbonne and Tolede Bend.

Another area, where we have bgen
spending a great deal of our time, is site pro-
tection. The division has been working with
the Louisiana Archasclogical Conservancy to
obtain conservation easements on some of
Louisiana's most important sites. To daie the
LAC has obtained sasemants on part of the
earthworks at the Marksville site and on the
Philip Nick Farm site. Recently, we have met
with the new cwner of the Los Adaes missicn
site to discuss an easement on that property.
The Archaeological Conservancy, a national
organization dedicated to the preservation of

archaeological sites, has been in contact with
both the division and the Louisiana Archaeo-
logical Conservancy o investigate joint efforts
1o obtain several extremely important archago-
iogical sites in Louisiana. | believe that these
thres organizations, the Archaeclogical Con-
servancy, the Louisiana Archasological Con-
sarvancy, and the Division of Archaeciogy,
working together, can have a positive impact
on site preservation in Louisiana.

OCne other area relative to site praser-
vation should be mentioned hare. Last year
the U.8. Congress entertained several bills
dealing with the protection of burial sites,
mainly American Indian sites, and the repa-
triation of human sksletal remains. At the
same time the Louisiana lsgisiature passed a
resolution {0 create a committee to study and
make recommendations for the protection of
prehistoric and historical unmarked human
buriai sites. Last summer this committee was
formed. It includes several members of the
Louisiana legislature, representatives of the
varicus Indian groups in the state, archasolo-
gists and physical anthropologists. The full
commitiee has met seven times and a sub-
commitiee has met three times to devslop rec-
ommendations for an unmarked burial protec-
tion bill o be introduced in this session of the
legisiature. We will keep the LL.A.S. member-
ship informed on developments of this biil.

Grants

The National Historic Preservation Act
established a program of matching grants to
the states to fund, in part, the programs result-
ing from the act. These grants are adminis-
tered by the HNational Park Service. In
Louisiana, pait of our grant goes to opsrating
expenses of the division and the regional ar-
chaeclogicail programs and par {0 2 competi-
tive matching grants program for the survey cf
archaeciogical sites and for the testing of sites
for listing on the Mational Register of Histeric
Places. Each year we fund between 5 and 10
grants. Grants are chosen based on how well
they fit the pricrity list of needs as established
in the State Plan and on a ranking system
which considers past performance and ar-
chaeological and management value of ihe
project. Recent recipients includa:






sewing machines used in the gar-
ment factory, one timse part of the
prison operations.

Test excavations at 18 VN 481, At this
site a iarge number of artifacts were
recovered most of which were
chipped stone remains. The site
dates primarily to the late Archaic
although several San Pairice arti-
facts were recovered. Data recovery
was underiaken at the site since it
was located in a@n active training
area at Fort Polk and couid not be
protected.

Technical Assistance

The fifth program arsa of the division is
Technicai Assistance. The purpose of this
program is to act as a conduit for information
on cultural resource management in
Louisiana and to provide a mechanism for
meeting private and corporate cultural re-
source management needs. Here we handle
all requests for information of a technical
nature.

Outreach

The seventh program arsa is outreach.
The purpose of this program is to increase
awareness in the importance and value of ar-
chaeological remains. This is accomplished
through publications, exhibits, audiovisual
productions, and assistance tc teachers. Pub-
lications now inciude eight booklets in the
Anthropological Study Series and a newsiet-—
ter, which is published twice a year.

Two types of exhibiis have been devei-
oped as a part of the outreach grogram: those
for libraries or small museums and those for
teachers to uss in the classrcom. Audiovisual
productions distributed by the Division of Ar-
chaeology now inciude slide/tape shows
about E/ Nuevo Constants, Poverty Point,
L ouisiana Archaeociogy, and How to Record a
Site.

Through the Qutreach Program, the di-
vision assists a large number of teachers sach
year. In addition to providing the materials }
have just described, we also distribute a guide
ic archaeology activities, and we hold work-

shops at the annual social studies conference
and in-service training sponsored by various
parishes.

Ancther thrust of our cutreach efforts is
the annual Archaeciogy Week. With ths fi-
nancial suppoen and assistance of a number of
organizations, including the Louisiana Ar-
chaeoiogical Society, the Louisiana Endow-
ment for the Humanities, the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice, and the Louisiana Archasological Con-
servancy, the division has organized three
annual Archaeology Week programs. At the
most recent Archaeology Week, mors than
7,700 peopls attended the programs at 24
different locations around the state. Programs
inciude lectures, demonsirations, artifact
identification sessions, and excavations, This
year Archaeclogy Week will be September 22
through 28.

Curation

The eighth program area is curation.
The division is responsibie for all material re-
covered from state lands. Cur collections are
currently housed in the basement of the Old
State Capitol. Duplicate copies of alt records
will sventually aiso be stored at this facility.
We hope to be able to computerize our inven-
tory in the next few years.

Regional Archaeology Program

The regicnal archaeotogy program is
one of our new program areas. It was started
a year and a hailf ago with two of Louisiana's
northern universities: Northeast Louisiana
University and Northwestern State University.
Programs at Louisiana State University and at
the University of Southwestern Louisiana will
be starting soon. The goal of the ragicnal
program is to provide an archaeologist in each
section of the siate whose primary responsi-
bility is to iocate sites and to work with local
landowners to protect important sites. By
mesting with university adminisirators it was
possible to work cut a cooperative program
with the universities whereby the universities
provided partial funding, office and lab space
and the division, using federal funds, funded
the rast of the program. This program has
proved very successful. We hope evantually






to- Malcolm Shuman, a successful and tal-
ented novelist. Lack of training and ignorance
of sources of primary data account for omis-
sions and errors in the above reports. On the
other hand, errcrs in the assignations of the
mounds at the Baptiste site (16 AV 25) might

cause one to puzzie about Jones' surveying -

ability (Jones and Shuman 1989:141).

in the present articie, authored by
Jones (1991), the reader is not even toid
whence he obtained his information related to
the geology of the area under consideraticn.
We are toid, oddly enough, that Clarence B.
Moore "...did not show interest in the archaeo-
jogical richness this area provided (Jones
1991:10), whereas Moore's explorations in
Avoyelles Parish are lauded in Jones and
Shuman (1989, 1990). Moore's publications
are not cited in the Jones (1991) references.
Even more exasperating is the complete
omission of reference to three of the most
comprehensive archaeological reports of the
study area by Alan Toth (1974, 1979, 1988).
Parenthetically, | might add alsc that Alan Toth
compiled computer graphic maps of the Lake
- St. Agnes mound in Avoyelies Parish more
than a decade before Mr. Jones began his
field investigations of mounds in Louisiana.
Nor does Mr. Jones cite the article by Thomas
M. Ryan regarding explorations into onse of
Gerard Fowke's "Lodge sites” (Fowke 1928;
Ryan 1975). Mr. Jones was made aware of
such omissions, but he chose to ignore the
counsel (R. A. Weinstein, personai communi-
cation, June 27, 1381). Al of which would
cause one to lose the clue as to the purpose of
Jones' article. Assuredly, geographers have
contributed, and continue to contribute, might-
ily to the archaecicgical record of Louisiana;
unfortunately, Mr. Jones has not bothered to
follow their example. Without doubt, the peo-
ple of Louisiana and particutarly the residents
of Avoyelles Parish deserve & better hand.

it is net in the least pleasurable to criti-
cize published articles, but in certain in-
stances, unless their delinquencies are ad-
dressed, comparable attempts will rise up
through the cracks in the floorbeards only to
sloud impontant issues in the fisld of archaeol-
“ogy. It is hoped that the article by Jones
(1991) wili fade from the record, in all but his
vita.

‘Roferences

Fowke, Gerard
1928 Archaeological investigations — 1.
In Forty-Fourth Annual Report of the
Bursau of American Ethnology, pp.
 399-540. Smithsonian institution,
Washington, 0.C.

Jongs, Dennis
1991 The Avoyelies Prairie Terrace —
Concentrated Archaeclogy. Louisi-
ana Archaeoclogical Society News-
lefter 18{1):10-15.

Jones, Dennis, and Malcolm Shuman

1889  Archaeological Atlas and Report of
Frehistoric Indian Mounds in
Louisiana, Vol. 1V, Avoyslles Par-
ish, Part 1. Mussum of Geoscisnce,
Louisiana State University. Sub-
mitted to Bivision of Archaeciogy,
Louisiana Department of Cuiture,
Recreation and Tourism, Baton
Rouge.

1990 Archaeoiogical Atlas and Report of

Prehistoric Indian Mounds in
Louisiana, Vol. V, Avoyelles Pansh,
Part 2. Museum of Geoscience,
Louisiana State University. Sub-
mitted to Division of Archaeoiogy,
Louisiana Department of Culture,
Recreation and Tourism, Baton
Rougs.

Toth, Alan
1974  Archaeology and Ceramics at the
Marksville Site. Anthropological
Paper No. 56. Museum of Anthro-
paiogy, University of Michigan, Ann
Arbor.

1979 The Lake St Agnes Site. Mé-
fanges No. 13. Museum of Geo-
science, Louisiana State University,
Baton Rouge.

1988 Early Marksville Phases in the
Lower Mississippi Valley: A Study
of Culture Contact Dynamics. Ar-
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4) Nsuman claims that | committed sr-
rors in mound designaticns on maps of ths
Baptiste site (16 AY 25) in our 1589 repott
and impugns my cariographic sabilities. The
mounds at the Baptiste site were levelied by
the WPA project and obvicusly not available
for me to map in 1983, Furthermore, a look at
the maps and computer graphics in our report
shows no mistake in mound "assignations.” |
have absciutely no idea o what Neuman is
referring.

5) Neuman criticizes me for not cifing
the source for the geological age of the
Avoyelles Prairie terrace. For the readers of
these pages, this geolcgical information was
primarily gleaned from H. N. Fisk's Geology of
Avoyelies and FHapides Parishes. This is a
1640 geological builstin from the Louisiana
Geological Survey. The citation for this is on
page 6 of Jones and Shuman (1389} it Neu-
man would care to look it up. it was not man-
tioned in my arlicie in the Newsietter in an ef-
fort to hoid down on citations for what | felt was
a peripheral concern.

6) NMeuman seems confused by my
statament in the ariicle that the steamboating
antiquarian C. B. Moore did not visit the sites
on the edge of the Prairie terrace and takes
that as a contradiction of "praise” for Moore in
other places. No criticism of Mocre was in-
tended and the simpls fact is that he did not
visit the area in guestion. Why Moore did not
do so is still a mystery to me, becauss he did
visit other sites such as Belledeau (18 AV 6}
which is at ieast as far from the Red River as
the sites on the terrace edge. Alsg, Neuman
takes me to task for not citing Moore's publica-
tions. As Moore did not visit the area, or pro-
duce any data, | would think such a citation
unnecessary.

7} He is "exasperated” by my omission
of Alan Toth's work in my ariicie. There was
no slight intendad to Toth from this. As Neu-
man surely knows from reading Shuman's
and my 1989 and 1990 rasporis, we are very
famitiar with Toth's schoiarship and have
nothing but the greatest ragpect for t. My in-

tention in writing the L.A.5. Newsietter article,
~ however, was to note the picnser archaeology
done on the edge of the terrace and io present
some of the maps and computsr graphics for

some of the sites. Toin's 1974 study of the
Marksville ceramics and archaeoiogy was an
analysis and reorganization of past archaeoi-
ogy, and did not include any new maps or ex-
cavations.

Toth's {1%79) work at the Lake Si.
Agnes site did however, involve maps, new
excavations, and the presentation of new data.
The reason 1 did net mention it in the
Mewsletier article was bsecauss the site is in a
fleodplain setting seven miies northeast of the
edge of the Avoyslles Praine terrace and well
out of the arsa | was discussing. { thought
Meuman had been to the site, but he is appar-
sntly confused as to its location. Parentheti-
cally, Toth did indeed produce a computer
graphic of the mound at the Lake St. Agnes
site, but it was a computerized contour map
and not the three-dimensional graphics pro-
duced by my projects.

B) MNeuman fseis the residents of
Avoyeiles Parish “deserve a better hand.”
Psrhaps so, but | am not exactly sure what he
means here. Nauman seems fo imply that it is
his hand that is toc be extended. However, his
name is conspicucus by its absence as the
author of any study of sites in Avoyelles
Parish. H he had produced any relevant works
in the past, | am sure they would have been
cited in his "addendum.”

Some readers of these pages may
wonder if | feel particularly put upon by Neu-
man's criticisms. | don'i. instead, | am hope-
ful. My short article in the L.A.S. Newsletter
caused him to be productive. Perhaps this
newfound productivity will have Neuman fi-
nally writing comprehensive reporns on exca-
vations done under his direction many years
ago at the Mt. Nebo, Weeks Island, and Bayou
Jasmine sites. {Or maybe this burst of energy
can be sustained so that he can produce more
editions of the L.A.S. Bulletin, Louisiana Ar-
chaeology, that has {allen five years behind
under his editorship.

Finally, Neuman notss that | am no
longer with the LSU Museum of Geoscience.
Although that afiiliation was in place when the
Newslefter article was written, that is happily
nio longer the case. Malcolm Shuman and |
are now affiliated with the Louisiana Geologi-
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CHAPTER NEWS
Baton Rouge Chapter

Reported by
Wiley Parsons

The Baton Rouge Chapter was treated
to several presentations on the Kleinpeter sitg
{16 EBR 5) during its February, March, April,
and May meetings. In February, Dr. Malcoim
Shuman of the LSU Museum of Geoscience
presented a review of the history of land own-
ership, historic occupation, and archaeoi-
ogical investigations at the site. in March,
Dennis Jones, also of the Museum of
Geoscience, related the resuits of the 1930
fisld season at the site, including the finding cf
a Tchefuncte trash pit. Carl Kutiruff then dis-
cussed in detail the excavations into Mound C
at the April meeting. Particularly interesting
was the discovety of a circular structure at the
base of the mound, probably related to the St.
Gabriel phase of the iate Coles Creek period.
The May meeting featured Joe Stephenson, a
graduate student at L.SU, who reviewed the
faunal remains recovered from late Coles
Creek and early Plaguemine contexts at the
site.

The June meeting featured Joan Exni-
cios of the Division ot Archaeology, who pre-
sented a review of archaseoiogical excavations
recently conducted at several Louisiana
cemeteres. Rich Weinstein of Coastal Envi-
ronments, Inc., provided a summary of his re-
cent investigations along the lower Guadalupe
River in Texas during the July meeting. The
August meeting featured Jim Fogieman of
Morrow, Louisiana, who gave a presentation
on his work over the past few summers with
James Deetz on historic sites on the James
River in Virginia.

One of the chapter's members, Ben
Kleinpeter of Kleinpeter Dairigs, inc., was
recognized by the Foundation for Historic
Louisiana at the foundation's May bangquet.
Ben's restoration of the old Kleinpeter house
near Baton Rouge, and his patronage of ar-
chaeology at the Kleinpeter site were cited as
prime reasons for such racognition.

The Baton Rouge Chapter now has 38
members for 1991, and our membership
grows a little at each monthly meeting. We
meet ¢n the last Thursday of every month, ex-

cept December, at 7:00 pm at the main branch
of the East Baton Rouge Parish Library on
Goodwood Boulevard.

Mortheast Chapter

Reported by
David Jones

The April meeting of the Northeast
Chapter featured Jeff Girard, Regionai Ar-
chasologist with the Division of Archaeology
in Natchitoches. Jeff gave a presentation on
sites and their distribution within the Sabine
River drainage of western Louisiana.

in May, John House of the Arkansas
Archeoclogical Survey presented a program
entitied “Protohistoric Archeology on the
Lower Arkansas River.” John discussed sev-
eral aboriginal sites that have yielded giass
beads and other early Colonial trade items.
Slides of the Menard-Hodges, Nobie Lake,
and Goldsmith Oliver sites were presented.

A meeting was held on May 20th in
Winnsboro as part of the efforts to found an
L.A.S. chapter in that area. David Jones gave
a slide presentation on the 1989 excavations
at the Caldws!l site, a Coles Creek periad lo-
cale situated in southwest Cuachita Parish.

A fieid trip to the Poverty Point site was
taken on June 2nd, to view the work then tak-
ing place at the field school directed by Dr.
Jon Gibson of USL. There were no monthiy
meetings during June and July.

The August mesting featured Sam
Brookes of the U.S. Forest Service in Jackson,
Mississippi. Sam gave a slide talk on prehis-
toric exchange in Mississippi from ca. 4CG00
B.C.to AD. 1500.

Also in August, David Griffing, Park
Ranger at Poverty Point, offered a slide pre-
sentation at Winnsboro cn the Insley site situ-
ated in the northeastern portion of Franklin
Parish.

Archaeology Week is schsduied for
September 22 through 28, and several lec-
tures and procgrams are to take place in north-
gast Louisiana. On September 23rd, Dr. Mar-
vin Jeter of the Arkansas Archeological Sur-
vey will present a lecture in Winnsboro on the
"Taylor Mounds Project” in Arkansas. The
following day, September 24th, Dr. Frank
Schambach, also of the Arkansas Archeologi-
cal Survey, i5 scheduled to present a slide
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