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FROM THE EDITOR

This will be my last issue as L. A. S.
Newsletter Editor for the next two years, as |
will be spending approximately 16 months in
Port Lavaca, Texas, while excavating a Late
Archaic shell midden for the Corps of Engi-
neers. During that time, as noted in the previ-
ous newsletter, Chris Hays, LSU Station Ar-
chaeologist for the Louisiana Division of Ar-
chaeology, will serve as interim editor. Be-
ginning in January 1997, all notes, news, let-
ters, articles, etc., for the newsletter should be
submitted to Chris at the following address:

Dr. Christopher Hays
Museum of Natural Science
Louisiana State University

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803

Tel.: (504) 388-6739

| know the newsletter will be in capable
hands once Chris takes over. | certainly will
enjoy the break, especially after having served
for the past 10 years as Newsletter Editor.
Wow! Ten years! | can't believe it has been
that long since Charlie Pearson resigned as
Editor and | took over. They have been very
rewarding years, don't get me wrong, and l've
enjoyed being editor, but the "vacation" will be
nice, nevertheless. Perhaps Chris will enjoy
the editor's job so much that he will want to
take over permanently even after | return.

In any case, this issue of the newsletter

Winter 1996

contains important information about the up-
coming 1997 annual meeting. Please see
Nancy Affeltranger's notice below, plus the
various registration forms and “Call for Pa-
pers" announcement at the back of the
newsletter. So far, only one person has volun-
teered to present a paper. We obviously need
a lot more to make this a successful meeting.
So, please consider giving a paper, and pro-
viding Nancy with the necessary information
on your subject.

My best to Chris Hays and the rest of
the society over the next two years.

Rich Weinstein
Newsletter Editor

1997 L. A.S. ANNUAL
MEETING:
FINAL CALL FOR PAPERS
AND REGISTRATION
INFORMATION

Well, it's almost time again to warm up
for our next annual meeting, to be held in
Alexandria, Louisiana, January 31 through
February 2, 1997. In the last newsletter, |
placed a call for papers and asked for volun-
teers to help with the mesting, but | only.had
one response. Come on, you guys—sign up!!! -
We need a great program to go with Barto
Arnold's keynote speech.



Mr. Arnold will discuss the discovery
and excavation of the Belle, one of La Salle's
ships, that sank in Matagorda Bay, Texas, in
1686. Because of its relatively quick burial by
the sands and clays in Matagorda Bay, most of
the lower part of the ship and its cargo are ex-
tremely well preserved. Mr. Amold and his
crew have discovered some highly interesting
and extremely rare and important artifacts.
Included are a bronze cannon with dolphin
handles, a belt buckle with an emperor's head
on it, thousands of glass beads, numerous
hawk's bells, pewter plates, and boxes filled
with muskets and swords. The skeleton of a
probable crew member also was found
draped over an anchor chain.

Mr. Arnold's speech, plus lunch, for only
$20.00 is a great deal!! But the meeting needs
the support of all L. A. S. members in order
for it to be a truly excellent affair.

So, please respond to the various reg-
istration forms and the "Call for Papers" ap-
pearing at the end of this newsletter. Pre-
registration for the meeting is only $20.00 for
members before January 15, 1997. After that
date, the registration cost goes up to $30.00.
As noted above, the registration price aiso in-
cludes a Saturday luncheon featuring Mr.
Armnold's keynote address.

The meetings will be held at the new
Hampton Inn in Alexandria, with a very rea-
sonable, flat room rate of $54.00. Reserva-
tions must be made before January 17, 1997,
in order to assure a room at the hotel. See the
hotel registration form for address and tele-
phone numbers.

Nancy Affeltranger
Meeting Coordinator

REDUCED COST FOR PURCHASE OF
MULTIPLE COPIES OF PAST
BULLETINS

The L. A. S. Executive Committee re-
cently voted to reduce the cost of the society's
bulletin, Louisiana Archaeology, if copies are
purchased in bulk. Orders of 10 to 14 bulietins
(either individual issues or numerous copies
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of the same issue) will be discounted at 10%.
Orders of 15 or more copies will be discounted
at 15%. This is a good opportunity for people
to. obtain past bulletins to fill in gaps in their
collections, or to acquire complete sets (minus
those issues that are out of print) for schools
and/or libraries.

NAMES OF CHAPTER OFFICERS AND
REPRESENTATIVES REQUESTED

Maureen Downey, L. A. S. Secretary,
requests that all chapters submit the names of
their officers and L. A. S. representatives. |t
is particularly difficult to notify chapters of Ex-
ecutive Committee Meetings if neither the
names of chapter officers nor their representa-
tives are known. This is especially true of the
Imperial Calcasieu, Southeast, and Acadiana
chapters, who have not been heard from in
over a year or more. In fact, do these chapters
even still exist? Please let the Secretary
know. Maureen's address can be found on
the back cover of this newsletter.

MINUTES OF THE L. A.S.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MEETING

MORROW, LOUISIANA
Saturday, October 12, 1996

Reported by
Maureen Downey
L.A.S. Secretary

The L.A.S. Executive Committee Meet-
ing was held at the home of James Fogleman
in Morrow, Louisiana, Saturday, October 12,
1996. Members present were:

James Fogleman — L. A.S. Presi-
dent, Morrow

Roger Saucier — L. A. S. Vice-Presi-
dent/President Elect, Vicksburg

David Jeane — L. A.S. Treasurer,
Springhill
Maureen Downey — L. A. S. Secre-

tary, Deita Chapter



Rich Weinstein — L. A. S. Newsletter
Editor, Baton Rouge Chapter

Harold Brice — Northwest Chapter
Representative

Mary Brice — Northwest Chapter

Nancy Affeltranger — Central Chapter
Representative

Charlie Affeltranger — Central Chapter

John Guy — L. A. S. At-Large Repre-
sentative, Anacoco

Dan Shipman — L. A.S. At-Large
Representative, New Orleans

President Jim Fogleman called the
meeting to order at 10:17 a.m. David Jeane
took the minutes of the meeting until the arrival
of the Secretary. The Committee approved
the minutes of the previous meeting as pub-
lished in the newsletter.

Reports

The Treasurer's report was given by
David Jeane who reported that the L. A. S.
bank bhalance totaled $5,703.00. The Trea-
surer also reported that membership renewals
will be sent out during the next week. Discus-
sion was held concerning new membership
fiyers. Rich will give Jim Fogleman a copy of
the one used in the past. David Jeane said
that he knew a printer that he believed would
give a good price to print the flyers. Rich sug-
gested that the flyers be sent to people who
receive information from the Louisiana Divi-
sion of Archaeology and also to neighboring
states’ archaeological societies. Flyers couid
be taken to conferences that L. A. S. mem-
bers attend and should, of course, be made
available during Archaeology Week. Presi-
dent Jim Fogleman said that the local chapters
must encourage their members to join the
L. A. S. Next discussion was held on selling
L. A. S. Bulletins at a reduced price for com-
plete sets. Roger Saucier made a motion that
10 to 14 issues be sold for a 10% reduction
and 15 or more issues be sold for a 15% re-
duction off the reguiar price. The motion was
seconded by Nancy Affeitranger and passed
by the Committee.

The Committee then discussed placing
negatives of camera-ready bulletin material in
the L. A. S. archives. Ray Frediund, L. A. S.
Archival Committee Chair, was unable to at-

tend the meeting. President Jim Fogleman
said that he would check with Ray concerning
the archives when he became available.

As reported in the last newsletter, Chris
Hayes will be editing the newsletter beginning
in January, since Newsletter Editor Rich
Weinstein will be unable to do so for approxi-
mately twenty months. Rich said that the next
newsletter should be out around the first week
of December. He stated that he had already
received one article for that newsletter. There
was some discussion of possible articles for
the December newsletter. Information on the
1997 Annual Meeting will be included. Rich
said that he was informed that some informa-
tion regarding publications of the Texas
Archeological Society, given in the last
newsletter, was incorrect. Although the infor-
mation was printed exactly as received, the
correct price should have been $35.00, plus
$2.00 for shipping and handling. Rich also
asked if anyone had gone on any of the pro-
posed L. A. S.-sponsored tours to the
Southwest back in June. If so, he requested
that individuals please send in a brief write-up
about their tour.

The bulletin for 1994, No. 21, is
presently at the printers and probably will be
out by the end of the year. The 1995 bulletin,
No. 22, will be the first bulletin for our new
Bulletin Editor, T. R. Kidder, and it should be
published sometime in 1997. Current pians
also are to have the 1996 bulletin, No. 23,
published by late next year. This will bring the
bulletins up to date. Roger Saucier informed
the Committee that a plaque honoring Bill
Haag will be presented to Dr. Haag at the An-
nual Meeting in January.

Old Business

Nancy Affeltranger discussed with the
Committee arrangements concerning the
guest speaker for the Annual Meeting. Trea-
surer David Jeane presented to Nancy
Affeltranger, president of Central Chapter, a
check for $500.00. The L. A. S. provides this
amount to the chapter hosting the Annual
Meeting to help fund the meeting. Nancy said
that she would like to receive some papers to
coordinate with the keynote speaker’s subject
matter. Rich suggested that she include a re-
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quest for this in the call for papers.

Roger Saucier asked when the present
president’s term ended and when his term be-
gan. The next election of officers wili be at the
1998 L. A. S. Annual Meeting. Roger will
begin his term as President at the end of that
mesting. This time table was enacted several
years ago so the President might have
enough time to accomplish his goals.

Rich requested that the Northwest
Chapter give him the financial statement for
the 1996 Annual Meeting so that it can be
published in the next newsletter.

Again, it was requested that chapters
please send the Secretary names and ad-
dresses of their officers and L. A. S. repre-
sentatives.

New Business

The next Executive Committee meeting
will be held during the 1997 Annual Meeting
in Alexandria, Louisiana.

The meeting was adjourned by Presi-
dent James Fogleman at 11:30 a.m.

Aifter the mesting, the Committee was
treated to lunch at the home of the Jim
Fogleman's mother. Jim then took the Com-
mittee on an enjoyable tour of several local
archaeological sites. Thanks to Jim's mother
and his wife for the delicious food and to all
the Fogleman’s for their wonderful hospitality!

RUMINATIONS OF A LITHIC
TECHNOLOGIST:
CONSIDERATIONS OF THE POVERTY
POINT LITHIC RESOURCE
'STRUCTURE AND TECHNOLOGY

by
Timothy P. Phillips
Winn Ranger District,
Kisatchie National Forest!

Abstract

As a basic technological resource, the
distribution of lithic resources can have a va-
riety of different effects on a settiement system.
These effacts range from the distribution of
artifacts within the assemblages of sites to the
distribution of sites across the landscape. This
paper discusses the different effects of the
Poverty Point lithic resource structure that are
observable within it's lithic technology.

introduction

Webb (1977) identified four different lo-
cational settings for Poverty Point sites. These
ditferent settings consist of sites that are lo-
cated on:

1) Terraces or old land masses
overlooking relict or active
rivers.

2) Levees of relict river channels
at river-lake junctions.

3) Gulf Coastal Plain estuaries.

4) Old landforms within the Gulf
Coastal Plain marshes.

The common characteristic of these
settings is their location on or near the contact
between two or more different environments
(Gibson 1974). Poverty Point sites were situ-
ated to exploit different combinations of up-
land forest, swamp, riverine, lacustrine, and
coastal marsh environments. The exploitation
of these diverse environments, and their ability
to provided a wide range of floral and faunal
resources, has been called "primary forest ef-

1 Opinions and observations expressed herein are
those of the author, and do not necessarily reflect
those of the USDA Forest Service.



ficiency" (Caldwell 1958). The location of the
sites in respect to different environmental set-
tings is considered to be a primary factor in the
size and stability of the Poverty Point settle-
ment system (Webb 1977).

While these different locational settings
provided a diverse range of floral and faunal
resources, another important locationa! at-
tribute of Poverty Point sites that has a direct
bearing on the culture's exchange system has
been overlooked. The overlooked locational
attribute is related to lithic material resources.
Since lithic materials are a basic technological
resource, the relationship between the distri-
bution of lithic material resources across an
area, plus the sites within that area, is an im-
portant one that can be expressed within a
settlement system in a variety of different
ways. Phillips (n.d.) has identified several
different effects that the lithic resource struc-
ture of an area has on a specific settiement
system. These different effects range from the
distribution of sites across the area, to the dis-
tribution of artifacts within the assemblages of
individual sites.

Webb's (1977) discussion of the differ-
ent locations of Poverty Point sites indicates
that they can be classified, based upon their
locational attributes, into two main categories:
(1) those of the uplands and (2) those that are
located on the lower Gulf Coastal Plain in as-
sociation with estuaries and marshes. These
two categories of Poverty Point sites identify a
primary relationship between the location of
the sites and the lithic resource structures of
the areas where the sites are located. Both of
these categories, due to different formational
processes, resuit in the location of Poverty
Point sites within areas that contain lithic re-
source structures that are either nonexistent or
provide a meager amount of lithic materiais.
Thus, both upland and Gulf Coastal Plain
Poverty Point sites are located within envi-
ronmental settings that are classifiable as
lithic-poor resource areas (Phiilips n.d.).

In respect to lithic resources, upland
Poverty Point sites exhibit a consistent loca-
tional attribute that appears to have con-
tributed to the development of the culture's ex-
change system. This attribute is their location
in association with streams and rivers (Gibson

1879). Gibson observed that this riverine ori-
entation of the Poverty Point settlement system
facilitated the flow of exchange materials into
and through the Poverty Point exchange sys-
tem. While this may well have been the case
once the exchange system was up and run-
ning, it was a site's location within a lithic-poor
area that also served as an initial factor in the
development of the Poverty Point exchange
network. Settiement systems that are located
within riverine settings have to contend with
poor to nonexistent lithic resource structures
due to alluvial processes burying many of the
lithic material deposits that would otherwise
have been available to the occupants of the
area. Gibson (1994) observed that the Magon
Ridge lacks sources of usable lithic materials.
Alluvial deposition of the Magon Ridge by the
Mississippi River during the Late Wisconsin
buried the deposits of lithic materials that were
suitable for the production of chipped stone
tools (Saucier 1994). Subsequent human oc-
cupation of the Magon Ridge resulted in set-
tlement within an area that contained a lithic-
poor resource structure. The poor condition of
the lithic resource structure pre-established
one of the conditions necessary for the estab-
lishment of the Poverty Point exchange system
long before Poverty Point .and its exchange
network came into existence. Exchange of
needed or desired resources is ar, economi-
cally viable alternative method of supplying
the needs of a people that inhabit a resource-
poor area (Phillips n.d.). The poor to nonexis-
tent condition of the lithic resource structure of
the Magon Ridge meant that the lithic material
needs of the local populations of the area
could not be supplied from the local lithic re-
source structure. This inability of the local
area to supply a needed resource made it in-
creasingly necessary, through time, for
Poverty Point people to procure lithic materials
from external sources to meet their local lithic
resource needs.

Poventy Point sites within the lower Gulf
Coastal Plain have different locational pa-
rameters and different environmental situa-
tions than upland Poverty Point sites, but the
relationships between the sites and the lithic
resource structures of the areas they are lo-
cated within are the same. Alluvial processes
within the lower Gulf Coastal Plain created a
variety of different environmental settings that
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fack adequate sources of exploitabie lithic re-
sources (Saucier 1974). Any gravel deposits
present within these settings were deeply
buried by thick alluvial soils, thus making them
unavailable for human use. Prehistoric in-
habitants located within these lower Guif
Coastal Plain environmental settings would,
therefore, have to find other means of procur-
ing lithic materials or other types of materials
to meet their technological needs. In these
environmental settings, the use of alternative
materials, such as bone and wood, has an el-
evated probability (Phillips n.d.). The use of
these alternative materials, along with the use
of lithic materials imporied into the area
through the mechanisms of trade or exchange,
has an increased probability of occurring
within the assemblages of sites located within
Coastal Plain settings (Phillips n.d.).

Technological Indications of
Poverty Point's Location Within a
Lithic-Poor Resource Area

Poverty Point's location within a lithic-
poor resource environment is expressed in
how the nonlocal lithic materials were utilized.
Several researchers have ohserved that the
extralocal materials were primarily used to
make common, everyday tools, rather than just
status items or religious icons (Gibson and
Griffing 1994, Jeter and Jackson 1994). This
evidence of the utilitarian use of the nonlocal
lithic materials at Poverty Point, at first glance,
appears not to make good sense from the per-
spective of economics. The high level of effort
(cost) of importing the materials suggests that
their use would be in ways that maximize the
economic and social value of the materials.
The principle of least cost makes it appear un-
likely that the extralocally procured lithic ma-
terials would be used directly to produce utili-
tarian items due to the high transportation
costs of the nonlocal materials (Zipf 1949).
Lithic materials procured within the Poverty
Point exchange network, or alternative mate-
rials that have considerably lower procure-
ment costs, are more likely to be utilized, at
least initially, for the direct production of utili-
tarian items long before the extralocal materi-
als would be used for this purpose. The use of
extralocal materials for the production of utili-
tarian items only makes good economic sense
if the materials are initially used to produce
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tools that increase the efficiency of the utiliza-
tion of the lithic materials. The increased effi-
ciency of lithic materia! utilization can be at-
tained by both reducing the amount of lithic
material used to produce the tools and by the
production of tools that have a variety of differ-
ing functionai roles within the technology.

Evidence of the increased efficiency of
lithic material utilization is present within the
Poverty Point lithic technology. Phillips (n.d.)
identified the production of microlithic tools as
one effect of the location of a settlement sys-
tem within an area that contains a lithic-poor
resource structure. The microlithic component
of the Poverty Point lithic technology reflects
the efficient utilization of the available lithic
materials. Microlithic tools maximize the effi-
ciency of lithic material utilization by producing
the highest amount of usable edge per volume
of lithic material used. This is the initial evi-
dence of the efficiency of lithic material utiliza-
tion that is the product of Poverty Point's loca-
tion within a lithic-poor resource area.

The microlithic component of the
Poverty Point lithic technology increases the
efficiency of lithic material utilization in another
way that is the product of the curation of the
available lithic materials (Schiffer 1972). 1t in-
creases the efficiency of lithic material utiliza-
tion by reducing the amount of lithic material
used to produce the tools needed to perform
the necessary functions of the technology. It
accomplishes this through the selection and
use of the by-products of the production of
other types of tools. These by-products of the
production of other, larger types of toois are
otherwise morphologically unsuitable for the
production of other, smaller types of tools.
This selection and use of morphologically un-
suitable by-products for the production of
small flake or microlithic tools is a curative be-
havior that increases the efficiency of the uti-
lization of the available lithic materials by in-
creasing the amount of lithic material utilized
for the production of tools, while, at the same
time, reducing the amount of material wasted
during the production of the toois (Schiffer
1972). '

The large number of crudely worked
bifacial implements is another example of the
maximization of the efficiency of the utilization



of lithic materials that is expressed within
Poverty Point assemblages. These imple-
ments have been referred to as "hoes" (Ford
and Webb 1956). From an economic per-
spective, these implements appear to have
had an initial transportation function within the
Poverty Point exchange system. It has been
observed that these implements facilitated the
transportation of the nonlocal materials into
and through the Poverty Point exchange sys-
tem (Gibson 1979). From the view of primitive
economics, it is a lot easier to transport bifacial
implements long distances than it is to trans-
port unmodified cobbles of the same materi-
als. These implements accomplish this in-
crease in the ease of importing lithic materials
into the Poverty Point exchange system by re-
ducing the volume of the material that had to
be imported into the system.

The implements identified as "hoes"
appear to have other secondary functional
roles within Poverty Point lithic technology.
Besides the use of "hoes" as a means of re-
ducing the weight and, therefore, the cost of
transporting the materials into the Poverty
Point exchange system, the use of the "hoes"
as tools in their own right increases the effi-
ciency of the use of lithic materials (Webb
1982). This increased efficiency of lithic ma-
terial utilization is the product of increasing the
functional roles of the tools produced from the
available lithic materials within the Poverty
Point lithic technology. This multifunctional
use of the hoes increased the efficiency of the
utilization of the materials by extending the
use-lives of the implements, and by expanding
the different functional roles of the the tools
produced from the materials (Schiffer 1972).
The more functions that a tool can perform per
specific volume of lithic matenal used, and the
longer it can be used to perform these func-
tions, the greater the efficiency of the use of
the available lithic materials.

The reduction of the amount of iithic
material wasted during the production of
chipped stone tools, once the materials were
brought to Poverty Point, is another aspect of
the level of the efficiency of lithic material uti-
lization within the Poverty Point lithic technol-
ogy. The reduction of the amount of lithic ma-
terial wasted during the production of the
chipped stone tools is the resuit of the utiliza-

tion of the "hoes" as both tools in their own
right and as sources of uniformly shaped
flakes that were reduced into various types of
flake and microlithic tools (Jackson 1986).
The use of the "hoes™ as sources of material
that could be utilized to produce other flake or
microlithic tools further increased the effi-
ciency of lithic material utilization within
Poverty Point lithic assemblages by further in-
creasing the functional utility of these imple-
ments within the technology. The use of the
"hoes" as tools and as sources of a large
number of uniform-sized flakes that could be
further reduced into varicus types of flake or
microtools that have a variety of different func-
tions within the technology, increases the effi-
ciency of the utilization of the lithic materials. It
increases the efficiency of the utilization of the
lithic materials by maximizing the functional
roles that the materials are used to perform
within the technology, and by reducing the
amount of fithic material that is wasted during
the production of the tools that are needed to
carry out the necessary functions of the tech-
nology.

One aspect of Poverty Point lithic as-
semblages that is interesting in respect to its
implications for the local Poverty Point ex-
change network, is the high proportion of fin-
ished tools, particularly projectile points, within
the assemblages. The proportion of projectile
points within the assemblages are higher than
that of reduction residue (debitage and de-
bris}, in contrast to what should be expected
under normal reduction methods and pro-
cesses. The high-tool to low-debitage-and-
debris proportions within Poverty Point as-
semblages indicates that the curation and
conservation of lithic materials is expressed
within the Poverty Point assemblages (Schiffer
1972). This same antifact distributional rela-
tionship was identified in the assemblages of
sites on the southern Winn Ranger District of
the Kisatchie National Forest (Johnson et al.
1986; Phillips 1988). Phillips (n.d.) identified
curation and conservation of lithic materials as
one of the effects that will be observable within
the assemblages of sites that are located
within an area that contains a lithic-poor re-
source structure. In the Poverty Point case,
the mechanism of curation and conservation
of lithic materials is through the seiection of
the by-products of the production of the pro-
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jectile points as the material for the production
of various types of flake and microlithic tools.
This selection and use of debitage and debris
resulting from the reduction of projectile points
increases the efficiency of lithic material uti-
lization by producing the highest possible
proportion of tools with the least amount of
wasted material.

Sites situated within jower Guif Coastal
Plain settings provide additional evidence of
their location within lithic-poor environments
that is directly observable within their assem-
blages. This is the utilization of bone as an
alternative technological resource for the lithic
materials that are in short supply. Bone tech-
nologies have been identified within a number
of different sites on the lower Gulf Coastal
Plain (Byrd 1994; Duhe 1977; Ford and
Quimby 1945; Kidder and Barondess 1981;
Jennings 1952). The use of bone as an alter-
native resource for the production of tools in-
creases the efficiency of lithic material utiliza-
tion within these environmental setlings by re-
ducing the use of lithic materials to the pro-
duction of those types of tools that, due to their
specialized functions, have to be produced
from the limited supply of lithic materials avail-
able.

Another type or evidence indicating the
location of lower Gulf Coastal Plain sites
within environments that lack adequate
sources of lithic materials, is the curation and
conservation of the limited lithic resources that
are observable within the lithic assemblages
of the sites. This is reflected in lithic tech-
nologies that contain high portions of small,
‘multifunctional bifaces, flake and microlithic
tools, and high-tool to lithic-debris ratios.
These different portions of the lithic technology
within lower Gulf Coastal Plain sites reflect
some of the same technological expressions
of site location within an area that lacked local
sources of lithic materials (Phillips n.d.).

implications of the Relationship
Between the Poverty Point Lithic
Resource Structure and Poverty Point
Cultural Development

Poverty Point's location within an area
that contained a lithic resource structure that
was inadequate to meet the needs of the
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people who lived within the area, has impor-
tant diachronic implications for the develop-
ment of Poverty Point culture and its exchange
network. The culture's location within an area
that lacked adequate sources of lithic materi-
als necessary to meet local demands required
that some other means of procuring the
needed resources had to be attained. Phillips
(n.d.) identified the trade and exchange of
lithic materials as one potential response for
supplying lithic materials to people who in-
habit areas that contain lithic resource struc-
tures that are inadequate to meet their needs.
Thus, Poverty Point's location within areas that
lacked adequate sources of lithic materials
pre-established a condition of lithic resource
deficiency that increased the probability of the
development of an exchange network that fo-
cussed on supplying the needed lithic materi-
als. This pre-established condition of lithic re-
source deficiency now also is viewed in re-
spect to the existence of Late Archaic ex-
change networks within regions in proximity to
the later Poverty Point culture area (Jeter and
Jackson 1994). The pre-existence of these
exchange networks, combined with a lithic re-
source structure that was inadequate to meet
the lithic resource needs of the Poverty Point
inhabitants of the Magon Ridge, established
conditions favorable for the eventual flores-
cence of Poverty Point culture and the expan-
sion of the existing Late Archaic exchange
network into the Poverty Point exchange net-
work; the latter known to have imported lithic .
materials from such geographically dispersed
areas as the Ohio River valley, Arkansas,
Michigan, and Missouri.

Summary and Conclusions

Poverty Point's location on the eastern
edge of the Magon Ridge of northeast
Louisiana is within an area that lacks sources
of lithic materials that are available for human
use. This lack of locally availabie lithic re-
sources is expressed within the Poverty Point
lithic technology in severai different ways.
These reflect the different methods used by
the Poverty Point people to maximize the effi-
ciency of the utilization of the limited supply of
lithic materials brought to them through the
exchange network.

The microlithic component of the



Poverty Point lithic technology is the initial ex-
ample of that culture's effort to maximize the
efficiency of the utilization of lithic materials.
The production of microlithic tools increases

the efficiency of lithic material utilization in two

different ways. First, it produces the largest
amount of usable edges in respect to the vol-
ume of lithic material employed to produce
tools. Second, it reduces the overall amount
of lithic material that is wasted (lithic debris)
during the production of the Poverty Point tool
kit. This reduction in the amount lithic debris is
a curative behavior that is the product of the
selection and use of by-products resulting
from the reduction of other types of tools for
the production of microlithic tools (Schiffer
1972).

Bifacial implements that have been re-
ferred to as "hoes" have been identified within
Poverty Point assemblages (Ford and Webb
1956). These implements probably performed
several different functions. They appear to
have initially been used to reduce the level of
effort required to transport lithic materials into
and through the Poverty Point exchange sys-
tem; they could have been used as tools in
their own right, or as sources of flakes suitable
for reduction into various types of flake and
microlithic tools. The production of muitifunc-
tional tools, such as these "hoes," increased
the efficiency of the utilization of the available
lithic materials. It accomplished this by reduc-
ing the number of different types of tools that
were needed to perform the necessary func-
tions of the technology. This reduction in the
different types of lithic materials produced,
therefore, also reduced the amount of lithic
material used to produce the tools necessary
to perform the required functions of the tech-
nology.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

Mississippi Archaeological
Association Annual Meeting

The 1997 annual meeting of the Mis-
sissippi Archaeological Association will be
held March 21-22 in Biloxi, Mississippi. Friday
evening, March 21, will feature a reception at
the Maritime and Seafood industry Museum.
The main meeting will take place on Saturday,
March 22, at the J. L. Scott Research Center,
and will feature one of the best sets of papers



yet presented at an MAA meeting.

The Sleep Inn in nearby Ocean Springs
will serve as the hotel for the meeting. Room

rates are $53.10 for Friday night and $59.10 -

for Saturday night if people wish to stay over
after the meeting. Registration for the meeting
will be $2.00 per person, with an additional
$1.00 charge for entry to the J. L. Scott Re-
search Center. The extra $1.00 entry fee will
cover the cost of viewing the research facility.

For more information, contact either
£dmond Boudreaux, Jr., at (601) 865-6008
(pager) or (601) 392-3137 (home), or Sam
Brookes at (601) 965-5518.

PRICE CORRECTION

The Publications Editor of the Texas
Archeological Society apologizes for provid-
ing inaccurate information on the cost of the
1995 Bulletin of the Texas Archeological So-
ciety, as advertised in the previous issue of the
L. A. S. Newsletter. The correct cost of this
bulletin (Vol. 66) is $35.00 per copy, plus
$2.00 postage for the first copy and $.50 for
each additional copy. The Publication Editor
regrets any inconvenience this may cause.

Tim Perttula
TAS Publications Editor

PASSPORT IN TIME (PIT)
PROJECTS

Passport in Time (PiT) provides oppor-
tunities for individuals and families to work
with professional archaeologists and histori-
ans on historic preservation projects across
the United States. Four of these projects will
take place relatively near Louisiana, in Mis-
sissippi and Texas. L. A.S. members may
wish to take part in one or more of these pro-
jects. There is no registration fee or cost for
panticipating. However, prospective partici-
pants will be required to fili out the application
form at the end of this newsletter. Each of the
four nearby projects is described briefly below.

DeSoto National Forest
Projects, Mississippi

Camp Danzier Excavation--May 5-9 or
May 12-16, 1997. Must commit to one full
session.

At the turn of the century, nearly 60 per-
cent of all Mississippians worked in the timber
business, either directly or indirectly. Scat-
tered along the lillinois Central Gulf Railroad
were dozens of logging mill towns. When the
large stands of virgin timber disappeared
along the railroad, narrow-guage railroads,
called dummylines or tramlines, extended out
into the woods to reach more timber. Now
buried under nearly a century of debris and
soil, these towns, railroads, and tramlines are
archaeological sites holding clues to the past
and possibie advice for the future. Camp
Danzler was one of these early logging miil
towns. Currently, Camp Danzler is at the trail-
head of the Tuxachanie Hiking Trail, which in-
corporates more than a 4-mile section of one
of the dummylines. PIT volunteers will help
archaeologists excavate test units around the
old mill town. Volunteers will-work side by
side with Dr. Amy Young, historical archaeol-
ogist at the University of Southern Mississippi.
Preliminary survey and excavation have re-
vealed the possible locations of the mill, the
turpentine-processing station, and the town
where the loggers lived.

Number of openings: 5-10
Special skilils: None

Age requirements: Must be at least 18
years old.

Facilities: Big Biloxi Campground (water,
electricity), approximately 6 miles to the south;
primitive camping along the Tuxachanie Hik-
ing Trail; motels and restaurants in Wiggins,
Gulfport/Biloxi, and Hattiesburg.

Nearest towns: Gulfport/Biloxi, 17 miles:
Hattiesburg, 40 miles; McHenry, 2 miles; Wig-
gins, 12 miles.

Applications due: February 15, 1997
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Harrison Experimental Forest Restora-
tion--March 24-28, 1997. Must commit to
at least 3 consecutive days.

"Roosevelt's Army," the Civilian Con-
servation Corps (CCC), built many administra-
tive compounds for the Forest Service in the
1930s, including the Harrison Experimental
Forest Headquarters near Saucier, Missis-
sippi. Like many of the Forest Service's CCC-
era compounds, the Harrison Experimental
Forest Headquarters is eligible to be listed in
the National Register of Historic Places. And,
ke many historic sites, it is in need of restora-
tion and repair. In addition, old records stored
at the facility, including maps, photographs,
and research data, are in dire need of care
and better curation facilities. PIT volunteers
will work with Richard Cawthon, architectural
historian from the State Historic Preservation
Office, and Dr. Amy Young, historical archae-
ologist at the University of Southern Missis-
sippi, to document and begin to restore the
CCC-era buildings and prepare the valuable
old records for permanent archival storage.

Number of openings: 5-10
Special skifls: None

Age requirements: Must be at least 18
years old. ‘

Facilities: Big Biloxi Campground {water,
electricity), approximately 7 miles away; primi-
tive camping in DeSoto Ranger District, sur-
rounding the compound; moteis and restau-
rants in Wiggins, Gulfport/Biloxi, and Hatties-
burg.

Nearest towns: Guifport/Biloxi, 15 miles;
Hattiesburg, 35 miles; Saucier, 5 miles; Wig-
gins, 10 miles.

Applications due: December 15, 1996

Piave Logging Town Historical Pro-
ject—May 5-9 and May 12-16, 1997.
Must commit to 5 days.

Volunteers will work with Forest Service
archaeologists researching the history of Pi-
ave, a self-sufficient logging town that oper-

12

ated in the forest at the turn of the century.
Research will include examining historical-
period documents and photographs, and
recording interviews with the descendants of
Piave employees for the publication of a small
booklet for public distribution. This project
also will include the creation of a display on
the history of Mississippi logging for a portabie
"magic screen” to be used at county fairs and
local wood expositions. Volunteers will also
spend a day visiting the PIT project excava-
tions at the logging town of Danzler in the
DeSoto Ranger District.

Number of openings: 5

Special skills: Patience; good people skills;
ability to communicate well with elderly peo-
ple; basic knowledge of setup and operation
of video and audio equipment; good writing
skills.

Age requirements: Must be at least 12
years old; under 18 must be accompanied by
a responsible adult.

Facilities: Turkey Fork Recreation Area has
20 RV slots with water and electric hookups;
hotels in Laurel, Waynesboro, and Hatties-
burg.

Nearest towns: Forest Service Ranger Dis-
trict office located in Laurel; if base of opera-
tions moves to the work center in Wayne
County, Laurel is 30 miles away, Richton is 20
miles away, and Hattiesburg is 40 miles away.

Applications due: February 15, 1997

Davy Crockett National Forest
Project, Texas

Archaeological Excavations at the Har-
grove Lake Site, a Caddoan Camp—
April 1-8, 1997. Must commit to 5 days.

The Hargrove Lake site is located on a
point-bar deposit within the Neches River
floodplain on the northern boundary of the
Davy Crockett National Forest. It lies within
the bottomland hardwoods of the predomi-
nantly léblolly pine forest of eastern Texas.
The site was a temporary camp for Caddoan



ters and gatherers from villages associ-
J with the area now encompassed by Cad-
san Mounds State Park. This site is in an
‘oa where there have been no previous ar-
naeological excavations, and it may tell us a
great deal about the lifeways of Caddoan
peoples. The project will also provide infor-
mation on the geomorphology of the Neches
. River. Hardwood trees on the bluffs overlook-
~ ing the site may yield information on long-term
~ climatic trends and fire history.

Volunteers will be treated to field trips to
the Caddoan Mounds State Park (location of
- the famous George C. Davis site), where the
Forest Service is aiding Texas Parks and
Wildlife in the reconstruction of a Caddoan
house. Lectures and field collections of tree-
rings and tree pollen aiso are planned. A full-
time crew will operate the field laboratory and
be responsible for cleaning, labeling, cata-
loguing, sorting, and preliminary analysis of
the artifacts recovered from the excavations.

Number of openings: 30
Special skills: None required; experience

in archaeological fieldwork, survey, photogra-
phy, and laboratory methods desirable.

Age requirements: Must be at least 14
years old; under 18 must be accompanied by
a responsible adult.

Facilities: Primitive camping will be permit-
ted at the site; however, no facilities are avail-
able, and campfires and vehicles are not
permitted. Ample camping area is provided in
the adjacent Mission Tejas State Park, oper-
ated by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment, cosponsors of the project, and Mission
Tejas has developed tent sites and locations
for recreational vehicles up to 24 feet in
length. Each site is equipped with a picnic
table, level pad, and a campfire ring or cook-
ing gril. The nearby town of Alto has a full
range of services; the nearby Big Slough
Wilderness area provides primitive hiking and
camping opportunities {within a 5- to 10-
minute drive); and full-service hotels and mo-
tels are available in Crockett and Nacog-
doches.

Nearest towns: Alto, 10 miles; Crockett, 25
miles; Nacogdoches, 37 miles.

Applications due: February 15, 1997
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Application for Winter 1996-Spring 1997
PIT Opportunities

If you are applying with family members or with a friend, please list all names of those who will be volunteering. If they are
at the same address, you may list them on the same application. If they are at different addresses, please fill out individual
forms, indicating all coapplicants’ names so that we can consider your applications together. This form may be reproduced]

Name: Age (if under 18):
Address: B

City: State: Zip:

Day phone: { ) Evening phone; ( )

Special interests, skills, relevant courses, past experiences (e.g., archaeclogy, geology, soils, computers, drafting, public speaking, etc.):

Have you ever applied for a PIT project before? I Yes 0O No
Have you ever worked on a PIT project before? U Yes [ No

First Choice
Forest name: State:

Project name:

Dates:

Second Choice (For the best chance of acceptance, your second choice should fall on the same dates as or follow your first choice.}
Q1 Submit my application to both projects.

J Consider my second choice only if | am net accepted to my first choice.

Forest name: State:

Project name:

Dates:

Returnto:  Passport in Time Clearinghouse, P.O. 31315, Tucson, AZ 85751-1315
(520) 722-2716, (800} 281-9176 voice, TTY; (520} 298-7044 fax
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ALEXANDRIA
HAMPTON INN & LOUISIANA CONVENTION CENTRE

WELCOMES

LOUISIANA ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
JANUARY 31 - FEBRUARY 2, 1997

HOTEL RESERVATION REQUEST FORM

NAME (S)

ADDRESS

CITY ST ZIP
TELEPHONE

ARRIVAL DATE DEPARTURE DATE

RATE $54.00 FLAT

SPECIAL REQUESTS (HANDICAPPED REQUIREMENTS)

Please enclose first night's deposit to guarantee reservation or

furnish credit card information:

NO. Expiration

AMEX _ VIsSA MASTERCARD DISCOVER
(318) 487-8500 1-800-256-4504
LOCAL LA WATTS ONLY

RESERVATIONS REQUESTED AFTER_1/17/97, WILL BE HANDLED ON A SPACE
AVATILABLE BASIS.

PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED FORM TO:
HAMPTON INN
2301 N. MACARTHUR DRIVE
ALEXANDRIA, LA 71301

TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN THIS ROOM:
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Alexandria, Louisiana Area Map

RAMADA INN’

LOUBYIMBLYD

o5
\qﬁ‘&‘:\\}L
AREA BUSINESSES

A. RentA Wreck ..covmmicrninnenns 443-7400
B. FaxPax Plus..ceeerccenccriinnnn, 487-8600
C. Cajun Landing .....coeeeennnes 487-4912
D. Grey FOX. e, 487-8333
E. Victory Cleaners.......cccceeueee 442-1615

F. Hoiiday Decor & More ....... 640-4555
G. China Garden Restaurant ..... 473-8400
H. The Chalet Lounge............... 443-8350
i, ABeautiful YOU .coorreeiemmmnne 443-2020
J.  Bill Buelow Real Estate......... 4472-1387
Ko Magoo's .ceneeenne s e 443-5003
‘L. Speedy D's Drive-In......ce.. -445-9212 |
M. Crand Casino Avoyelles: :
; verreeeeraremsmnomncassreareis 1 T800+946-1946

‘Refer-to In-Room- Directory-of Guest Services
for additional information about the businesses
listed here. @ COPYRIGHT 1996 by Leisure Host.

4 GE“K‘{ Fry

M. 30 miles South of Alexandria
on La. Hwy 1 South in Marksville La.

.| " LETTERS ON MAP SHOW APPROXIMATE
k% - LOCATION OF AREA BUSINESSES

18




MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION AND DUES RENEWAL

For year”
Regular Membership {) Annually $15.00
Associate Membership () Annually $2.00
Life Membership () $150.00
Sustaining Membership () $300.00
Student Membership () Annually $10.00
Libraries & Institutions () Annually $15.00

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE

Name

Organization (optional)
Address
City State Zo

Names of Associate Members

* All memberships are for the calendar year, January 1 through December 31. Regardless of the time of
year during which you join the society, you will receive ail publications for the year specified.

Back Issues of individual L. A. S. Bulietins, $15.00 each. Orders of 10 to 14 copies, $13.50 each; orders of 15 or more
copies, $12.75 each.

#1 () 1974 : #10 ()} 1983 #19 () 1992
#2 - 1975 (out of print) #11 () 1984 #20 () 1993
#3 () 1976 #12 () 1985 #21 — 1984 (not yet printed)
#4 — 1977 (out of print) #13 () 1986 #22 -— 1995 (not yet printed)
#5 - 1978 (out of print) #14 () 1987
#6 () 1979 #15 () 1988
#7 () 1980 #16 () 1989
#8 () 1981 #17 () 19890
#9 () 1982 . #18 () 1991
Back Issues of L. A. S. Special Publications
SP #1  Stone Points and Tools of Northwestern Louisiana -~ {out of print)
SP #2 L. A. S. 10th Anniversary issue {1984) { ) $7.00
Make checks payable to: Send payment to:
Louisiana Archaeological Society Pavid R. Jeane
L. A.S. Treasurer
305 Hickory

Springhill, LA 71075
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Jdon for Subscribers ,

wsletter of the Louisiana Archaeological Society is published three times a year for the society by Coastal Environ-

, Inc., Baton Rouge. Subscription is by membership in the Louisiana Archaeological Society. Annual membership

are $15.00 for individuals, libraries, and institutions, $2.00 for associates (relatives of individual members), and

.00 for students. Life membership dues are $150.00 for individuals. Sustaining membership dues for individuals or

stitutions are $300.00. In addition to the newsletter, members receive one issue per year of the bulletin Louisiana

rchaeology. Membership requests, subscription dues, changes of address, and back issue orders should be directed to

the Treasurer. Unless otherwise indicated, opinions stated herein are those of the Newsletter Editor and do not
necessarily reflect society policy.

information for Contributors

Send all notes, news, and other communications to: Christopher Hays, Museum of Natural Science, Louisiana State
University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803. If possible, articles should be submitted on computer disk, preferably in
Microsoft Word 4.0 or Word Perfect 5.1 or 6.0, although most other word processing programs can be transtated. Style
should conform to the guidelines published in American Antiquity, Vol. 57, No. 4 (Oct. 1992).

OFFICERS

President: James Fogleman, P.O. Box 118, Morrow, Louisiana 71356. Tel. (318) 346-6980.

President Elect: Roger T. Saucier, 4325 Winchester Road, Vicksburg, Mississippi 39180-8969. Tel. (601) 636-7444,

Secretary: Maureen Downey, 103 Beaupre Dr., Luling, Louisiana 70070. Tel. (504) 785-2545.

Treasurer: David R. Jeane, 305 Hickory, Springhill, Louisiana 71075. Tel. (31 8) 539-5944,

Bulletin Editor: Tristram R. Kidder, Department of Anthropology, Tulane University, New Orleans, Louisiana 70118.
Tel. (504) 865-5336.

Newsletter Editor: Richard A. Weinstein, Coastal Environments, Inc., 1260 Main St., Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802.
Tel. (504) 383-7451, '
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University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803. Tel. (504) 388-6739.
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