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ARCHAEOLOGY AND OBLIGATIONS
by
Jon L. Gibson
University of Southwestern Louisiana

At a recent meeting of the Louisiana Archaeological Survey and Antiquities
Commission, I learned that more than 300 reports of archaecological assessments,
surveys, and salvage excavations have been produced during the last few years.
These are primarily contract reports written to comply with federal environ-
mental and antiquities legislation. An ammotated bibliography is presently
being prepared for limited distribution to various libraries by staff of the
Division of Archaeology, Department of Culture, Recreation, and Tourism.

I found this to be quite interesting, bécause other than my own treports, I
have seen less than a half dozen of these reports. How many have you seen?

The newsletter of the Louisiana Archaeological Society is published
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I know that the wvalue of these reports is variable, but some (even if
only a few) must contain useful archaeological information. Most of the
agencies, companies, and towns that pay for this work are really not as
intercsted in the content of these reports as they are in using the report
to meet federal requirements. But there are many people, a large majority
of this august body (LAS) for example, that crave this information, any
information on Louisiana archaeology, and we are being deprived. Not only
do we not see these reports, but the people who are doing the work normally
don't take the time to publish either. This is an unfortunate aspect of
the stage of commercialism that archaeology is entering. My greatest fear
is that it is creating commercial field people and writers whose major
concern lies in receiving a check, not in dispensing archaeological
information to interested persons.

Contract archaeology is not the only dead end. There have been projects
of major scope done in Louisiana since 1963 by respected archaeologists,
the results have yet to reach the printed page. This is intolerable, since
most of this research was done by academic types, whose professional ethics
are based on teaching and dispensing information. The unfortunate spin-off
here has been the development of elitist cliques and university isolationism.
This can only widen the chasms in the profession and further reduce information
exchange on the grass-roots level which is necessary for progress.

And finally there are the lay archaeologists, defined as people who are
interested in archaeology but don't get paid for doing or teaching it.
Hundreds of sites are being found and useful collections are being made
annually by amateurs, who for one reason or another will not share the
fruits of their labors with others. When this information is kept secret,
it cannot become general knowledge, and the continued viability of archaeology
depends on acquired knowledge.

If you fit any one or more of these molds, you are not meeting your
obligations. And if you don't feel the obligation to dispense information,
you don't have the right to continue disturbing the archaeological record.
Leave it to those dedicated to sharing.

How can this situation which threatens to stop the progress of Louisiana
archaeology dead in its tracks be alleviated? I would like to see the LAS
establish a ''right-to-know'" team to act in the name of the Society (rather
than as individuals) in soliciting archaeological reports. This would not
be a review committee, one which would pass judgment on the quality of
the reports, but rather one responsible for badgering federal agencies and
individual archaeologists for copies of reports. I think federal agencies
would bend to concerted pressure by the LAS, and I think that any archaeologist
worth his or her salt would have to yield to earnmest requests for information.

I would like to see the LAS adopt the theme, "Archaeology and Obligations"
as a principal motivating, action-oriented program for the upcoming year.
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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

Society Bulletins. The third anmial bulletin (for 1976) will be off
the press shortly. Tables are praesently being made up and pages are being
pasted and shot, the final step before printing. It will probably be mailed
in March. Have patience, it will be worth the wait!

Four manuscripts have been received for the 1977 bulletin and another
is nearing completion (so says R.W. and D.R.). If some of you potential
authors have short reports and/or book reviews, please send them to me, as
I would like to go to press with this bulletin by April 1.

New Publications. The Research institute, College of Pure and Applied
Sciences, Northeast Louisiana University, Monroe, LA 71201 has published
several monographs:

G.R. Demnis Price, G.S5, Greene, and Lorraine Heartfield
1976 Excavations at the Site of Historie Fort Miro (160U3) in
Monroe, Louisiana. The Research Institute, Archeological
Serles 1. (No price gilven).

Lorraine Heartfield, G.R. Dennis Price, J.C. Lewis, Kay G. Hudson, and
G.5. Greene
1976 Archeological Assessment of the Ouachita River Basin, Arkansas
and Louisilana. The Research Institute. (No price given).

And finally, it has appeared!

Clarence H. Webb
1977 The Poverty Point Culture., Gegscience and Man 17 (order from
School of Geosclences, LSU, Baton Rouge, no price given).

Acknowledgements. Two staff members of the USL Center for Archaeological
Studies, Steven Lark and Rain Barnes, put this newsletter together while
the editor was busy with a report on the Lower Atchafalaya River. Some
potential candidates for newsletter editors? Thanks Steve and Rain.
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ARTICLES AND BRIEFS

AN ANACHRONISTIC HEALING TECHNIQUE
by
Joseph 0. Manuel, Jr.

In the early 1700's, two of my French ancestors on the Mississippi
Coast took Indian women as their wives. This was a common practice in the
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colony although certain government officials and priests tried to discourage
it. After seven generations it is difficult to recognize cultural remnants
of the Indian branch of the family. One thing that has survived is the

art of healing sprains.

The purpose of this report is to offer some rules governing the transfer
of such healing powers and also something of the actual practice. The healing
of sprains involves a distinct method of rubbing or massaging the injury
while repeating a chant to oneself. The patient is required to soak the
sprain at home in salt water which has been neither heated nor chilled.

This is done to reduce the swelling. My father, Joseph 0. Manuel, Sr.

of Biloxi,is the last practitioner of the art in my family, although I have
received instruction and have on several occasions treated members of my
immediate family. I had asked my father since I was a child to teach me,

but he waited until he thought I was mature enough to keep secret the technique
and the chant. I was about twenty-five when he finally gave me instruction
in the healing art. My grandfather, William (deceased),believed he could
pass the power on to only one person. He was taught that if a patient needed
more than one treatment,it had to be done in multiples of three, i.e., one
day, three days, six days or nine days of therapy. My father abandoned

the idea of multiples of three. My father, contrary to his father, believes
that he can give instruction (the power) to more than one person. The person
Oor persons must prove to be trustworthy and sincerely interested in healing.
One who receives instruction in this technique can never ask payment for

his service. However, one cannot refuse payment or a gift if it is offered
since refusal could constitute an insult to the patient. Once when I asked
my father if anyone ever offered him payment he said that most people did
not, however, the Yugoslavs of Biloxi almost always insisted on giving him
something, usually a bottle of home-made wine. My father is retired from
business now. I asked him the other day if anyone has come to him with a
sprain lately. He thought a while and answered that there had only been

one or two in the past year. Then he added, "Most of the old people are
gone. Times have changed. The old ways serve the young only as standards

by which to compare the new, but to the old people--they are the memories

of our lives." I have the feeling that this statement covered much more than
the healing technique we had been discussing.

LAND MEASURES AND AREAS
compiled by

Joe Frank
GLy 1 Link = 7.92 Inches = .66 Foot

i Foot = 12 Inches

1 Yard = 3 Feet = 36 Inches

1 Rod or Pole = 16% Feet = 5% Yards = 25 Links

1 Chain = 100 Links = 4 Rods = 22 Yards = 66 Feet

1 Furlong = 660 Feet

1/8 Mile = 660 Feet = 220 Yards = 40 Rods = 10 Chains
1/4 Mile = 1320 Feet = 440 Yards = 80 Rods = 20 Chains
1/2 Mile = 2640 Feet = 880 Yards = 160 Rods = 40 Chains
1. Mile = 5280 Feet = 1760 Yards = 320 Rods = 80 Chains
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1 8q. Foot = 144 Sq. Inches

1 Sq. Yard = 9 Sq. Feet

1 Sq. Rod = 30% Sq. Yards

1 Sq. Rod = 272.25 Sq. Feet

1 Rood = 40 Sq. Rods

1 Acre = 4 Roods

1 Sq. Mile = 640 Acres

1 Township = 36 S5q. Miles

1 Acre = 10 Sq. Chains

1 Acre = 160 Sq. Rods

1 Acre = 4840 Sq. Yards

1 Acre = 43560 Sq. Feet

1 Acre = 69.57 X 69.57 Yds. Sq.
1 Acre = 208.71 X 208.71 Ft. Sq.

1 Section = 1 Square Mile = 640 Acres - = 27,878,400 Sq. Ft.
640 Acres = 320 Rods Square = 5280 Feet Square
160 Acres = 160 Rods Square = 2640 Feet Square

40 Acres = 80 Rods Square = 1320 Feet Square
10 Acres = 40 Rods Square = 660 Feet Square
Feet Square Square Feet
1 Acre = 208.71 43560
1/2 Acre = 147.5 21780
1/4 Acre = 104.5 10890
2 Acres = 295.25 87120
5 Acres = . 466.62 217800

THE ARPENT: French Unit of Measure

Ordinary measurement used by Government Surveyors in South Louisiana.
Various areas and dimensions are given for the arpent. General Land
Office Report of 1869, Page 406, gives under the heading Superficial measure,
1 Arpent = 0.8507 Acres; 1 Arpent and 17.551 perches = 1 Acre
A mile square contains 725 Arpents and 32.64 perches or 640 Acres.
And Others Give
1 Arpent = 2.9127 Chains; 192.24 Ft.; or 0.843398 of an acre.
1 Perch 0. Chs. 29.166 Lks; 10 perches = 1 arpent 2 Chs. 91.666 Lks.

THE VARA: Texas Land Measurements

1 Vara = 33 1/3 Inches = 2,7778 Feet
% Vara = 16 2/3 Inches = 1.3889 Feet
1.08 Varas = 1 Yard
1 League = 5000 Varas Sq. = 13,888.88 Ft. 8q. = 6.919 S5q. Miles
25,000,000 Sq. Varas = 4428.4 Acres
1 Laber = 1000 Varas Sq. = 2777.77 Ft. 8q. = 1,000,000 Sq. Varas

177.136 Acres



dededed
REVIEWS

1977 TEOC CREEK: A POVERTY POINT SITE IN CARROLL COUNTY
Mississippi Department of Archives and History,
Archaeological Report No. 3, Jackson, 127 pp.

(price $2.50)

Connaway, John M., Samuel O, McGahey, and Clarence H. Webb

by
Thomas M. Ryan
New Orleans, Louisiana

The report summarizes archeological investigations conducted under the
auspices of the Mississippi Department of Archives and History in 1966,
1969, and 1970 at the Teoc Creek site near Greenwood, Mississippi. A series
of auger borings, test pits, and trenches revealed the presence of a deeply
buried stratified Poverty Point midden. Unlike the Poverty Point site in
Louisiana, the authors were able to recover charred fragments of walnut,
hickory, acorn and persimmon. Pollien samples proved negative. The author
recovered an array of Poverty Point artifacts, including baked clay objects,
ground stone, steatite, and projectile points.

The report is divided into several major sections, including site
description, previous explorations and excavations, artifacts and raw
materials, geological analysis, dating comparisons with other sites, and the
summary. The excavation techniques and procedures are well documented,
unfortunately the section on lithic analysis is disappointing. The use
of local terms, such as "spall" to include all of the debris and most of the
debitage; the lack of basic descriptive statistics to show artifact variability,
and the lumping of all retouched pieces under the category of "utilized
lamellar blades” will limit the comparative walue and future usefulness
of the lithic analysis.

Nine radiocarbon dates and one thermoluminescence date were processed
from the site. The carbon 14 samples ranged in age from 1700 B.C. + 160
(M-2395) to 1070 B.C. + 220. The 1700 B.C. date makes Teoc Creek one of
the earliest dated Poverty Point sites in the Lower Mississippi Valley. For
reasons unexplained by the authors, 8 of the 9 carbon samples were "composed
of small bits of charcoal collected throughout each 0.4 ft, level". Although
the dates are generally consistent, carbon samples from tight context
features would have greatly increased the interpretive wvalue of the Teoc
Creek Cl4 dates.

Roger Saucier's section on the geological history of the area shows
that the Poverty Point occupation took place concurrent with active natural
levee accumulation. Saucier raises some provocative questions concerning
man's adaptation to a changing environment.

The plan diagram showing the horizontal patterning of hearths, artifact
concentrations, and the other features, is a major contribution to Lower
Mississippi Valley archeology. The in situ hearths, small pits filled with
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cultural debris, and the horizontal distribution of artifact clusters,
suggests the presence of buried living surfaces rapidly sealed by overbank
flooding, making Teoc Creek one of the most important Poverty Point sites
recorded to date. Hopefully, Comnaway, McGahey and Webb have opened a
new dimension.

The Teoc Creek report is 127 pages in length, spiral bound, and contains
a subject index for easy reference. The report is welcomed addition to any
library on Lower Mississippi archeology and represents a major contribution
to our understanding of Poverty Point. It is very reasonably priced at
$2.50, plus $.35 postage for Louisiana residents and is available from
Mississippl Department of Archives and History, P.0. Box 571, Jackson,
Mississippi 39205. For those living in the Natchez area, limited quantities
are also avallable at the Fatherland Site gift shop.

Hhdwk

LAS REPORTS

MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING,
LOUISIANA ARCHAEQOLOGICAL SOCIETY,
Sheraton Hotel, Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
Jamuary 29, 1978

by .
Thomas M. Ryan, Recording Secretary

The Louisiana Archaeological Society Executive Committee meeting was
called tc order 2t 11:00 am by President Dan Shipman,

Executive Committee members present: Dan Shipman, President; William G.
Haag, President-elect; Bill Baker, Treasurer; Brian Duhe, Corresponding
Secretary; Thomas Ryan, Recording Secretary; Joe Manuel, Delta Chapter;

Lynn Sibley, Imperial Calcasieu Chapter; Lorraine Greene, Monroe Chapter.
Guests included were Jon Gibson, Editor; Sherwood Gagliamo, Past President;
and Jack Bonnin.

The minutes of the last Executive Committee meeting were approved by
voice vote.

Discussion focused on LAS balloting procedures for the election of
new officers. Lorraine Greene noted that the ballots were mailed after
the due date for counting the election results. " All present agreed that
increased individuwal participation in the selection of Society officers
was necessary. In order to increase individual participation, it was moved
that the Executive Committee request nominations for new officers from
each individual member by direct mail during the month of September.
Following a two (2) week response, the Executive Committee will choose
a slate from this list. The Corresponding Secretary will be responsible
for malling and coordinating the nomination requests. It was further
moved that the Recording Secretary mail the ballots at least one (1) month
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in advance of election day (January lst). Motion seconded, and duly
passed.

President Dan Shipman discussed the need for estimating 1978 income
and expenditures. Treasurer, B1ll Baker, noted that 1978 dues were still
being received and that the 1978 Field Workshop will represent a major
society expenditure. Bill Baker noted that the Society's $2,000 time
certificate will mature in February 1978. The Executive Committee authorized
the Treasurer to renew the certificate upon maturity.

The present members of the LAS Field Workshop Committee (T. Ryan,
Jon Gibson, and D. Spencer) have indicated that they will not be able to
serve in the same capacity in 1978. All agreed to serve the new committee
in an advisory capacity. President Shipman asked that each chapter submit
the name, telephone number and address of a representative to serve on the
1978 workshop committee. This committee will be responsible for planning
and coordinating the Annual Field Workshop.

In accordance with the by-law changes passed at the annual meeting,
President Shipman appointed Sherwood Gagliano and Jon Gibson as the at-large
members of the Executive Committee.

Discussion on the composition of the Executive Committee ensued,
Joe Manuel proposed the following by-law change:

That the Executive Committee be expanded to include
the LAS Bulletin Editor and the immediate past president
whe shall serve for one year. Brian Duhe seconded the
motion. Discussion followed. The motion was passed and
shall appear as a by=-law change in the LAS Newsletter
immediately preceeding the next annual meeting.

The next Executive Committee meeting will be held in the early spring
and will focus on Scciety objectives; expanded activities, such as the
field workshop; the 1978 budget, and institutional support for the Society.
T. Ryan, Recording Secretary, will phone committee members to establish a
date, time and place.

It was moved that the Executive Committee of the Louisiana Archaeological
Society thank Sherwood Gagliano, Robert Neuman and all who planned and
hosted the 1978 annual meeting. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
Brian Duhe, Corresponding Secretary, will send certificates of appreciation
to all program participants.

It was moved that certificates of appreciation for outstanding service
to Louisiana archaeology be sent to Norman M., Haigh, Manager, Louilsiana
Delta Plantation, and to Louisiana Delta Plantation. Motion seconded and
duly passed.
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ANNUAL, BUSINESS MEET ING,
LOUISIANA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY,
Sheraton Hotel, Baton Rouge, Loulsiana,
January 28, 1978

by
Thomas M. Ryan., Recording Secretary

The meeting was called to order by President Dan Shipman, who expressed
his appreciation for having an opportunity to serve the Society as president.

The minutes of the 1977 Annual Meeting, as published in the LAS Newsletter,
were approved by voice vote.

The Treasurer's report, to be published in the LAS Newsletter, showed
that expenditures during 1977 were well within the annuzl income.

The Recording Secretary announced that William G. Haag had been elected
President-Elect and that William S. Baker, Jr. has been reelected as Treasurer.
The Recording Secretary wished the new officers well in their new capacity.

It was moved that the Proposed By-Law Changes, as attached, be adopted.
Discussion followed. Joe Manuel amended the By-Laws to change the Treasurer's
term of office from 1 year to 2 years. Charlie Collins moved that the By-Law
changes be accepted as amended. Motion seconded and duly passed.

Bill Bourn reported that the Baton Rouge club would submit their
application for chapter affiliation in the Louisiana Archaeological Soclety
in February. Bill noted that Baton Rouge intends to lead the LAS in all
activities. President Shipman thanked Mr. Bourn and the Baton Rouge club
for their efforts in hosting this year's annual meeting.

Editor Jon Gibson reported that the 1976 bulletin was at the printers,
and he expects it to be distributed to LAS members during March. The Editor
noted that the 150-page minimum established by the Executive Committee at the
Natchitoches meeting was not met until September 1977. Editor Gibsom felt
that the 1976 Bulletin is the finest issue to date. Since printing costs
at the USL press are increasing at the rate of 15% per year, Dr. Gibson
urged that all manuscripts be submitted as soon as possible. The Editor
reported that he has received two manuscripts, totaling 50-60 pages, and
urged that the 1977-78 bulletins be combined so that the Society can become
current in their publications. Discussion followed.

Dr. Clarence Webb moved that the Society empower the Editor to use
his judgment in combining the 1977-78 bulletins. Motion seconded and passed.

Joe Manuel moved that the 1978 Annual Business Meeting adjourn. Motion
passed.
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FROM THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY'S DESK

by
Brian Duhe
P.0. Drawer B
Reserve, Louisiana 70084
Phone: (504) 536-1161, Reserve
(504) 523-3007, New Orleans

LAS 1978 membership dues are now due. If you have not paid your dues
yet, please use the enclosed 1978 membership application renewal and send
it with a check, payable to Louisiana Archaeoclogical Society, to Bill Baker,
Treasurer, LAS, P.O. Box 637, Jonesville, 1A 71343,

LAS Roster of Local and State Officers. Earlier I made an appeal to
all newly elected local officers to send in to me their names and addresses
so that we could publish our roster of local and state officers. I have not
received any information yet. Please use the enclosed blank form and do
so promptly. This roster will be distributed throughout the state in order
to improve communications between all local chapters and between local and
elected LAS officers.

Additions to the LAS Speakers Bureau Program. Please add the following
to your Speakers Bureau Manual:

l. Mr. Dennis Price -- information enclosed
2, Texas Archaeological Society - slide presentation =-- information enclosed

LAS Office of the Corresponding Secretary. Remember that your LAS
officers are elected to help you. If you have any questions, please feel
free to call on me.

Fededede

NOTES, NEWS, AND CURRENT RESEARCH

FROM THE STATE ARCHAEOLOGIST'S OFFICE
by
Susan Fulgham

There is a movement underway to start a Baton Rouge Chapter of the LAS.
Three meetings have been held and officers elected. Bill Bourn was elected
President; George Castille, Vice-President; Josephine Crosby, Recording
Secretary; and Susan Fulgham, Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer. George
Castille, Stu Neitzel, and Bill Spedale have been the speakers for these
meetings.
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George Castille is currently performing test excavations at the U.S5.
Mint (160R52) in New Orleans. The state funded restoration of the Mint is
gcheduled to begin this summer, and the restored building will house the
Archives of the Loulsizna State Museum in New (rleans. A records check
and test excavation program was initiated to determine the potential impact
in areas of proposed terrain alteration along the exterior walls of the
Mint. The U.S, Mint was constructed in 1835 at the former location of
Fort St. Charles (Spanish Fort San Carlos). The test excavation should
help to determine the need for extensive follow-up excavations at this
site.

The Division of Archaeology and Historic Preservation is also planning
to undertake test excavations at Fort Pike (1l60R57), a 19th century masonry
fort along the Rigolets Pass, near New Orleans, and at the Poverty Point site.

PETTITE ANSE PROJECT
by
Jan W. Brown

The Petite Anse Project, an archaeological project sponsored by the
Lower Mississippi Survey of Peabody Museum, Harvard University, is now
conducting survey and excavations on Avery Island, Louisiana. Petifte Anse
is the name of a bayou which runs to the east of the Avery Island salt dome,
but in the last century the island itself was also referred to by this term.
Investigations, being comnducted by Ian W. Brown and his wife, Nancy Lambert-
Brown, have started and will be most intense on Avery Island, but the scope
of the project encompasses a large part of Iberia, St. Mary, and Vermilion
parishes, particularly the Five Island region. Anconymous members of the
McIlhenny-Avery family have made funds available for this research. The
McIlhenny Company and Avery Island Inc. have also been very generous in
loaning men, equipment, and services to the project and the International
Salt Company has graciously provided a part of the Bradford Club for a
laboratory.

The Five Island region is an excellent area for reconstructing the
Indian prehistory and cultural chronology of southwestern coastal Louisiana,
because the salt domes have remained remarkably free of sediments. Being
so high, they offer a fine haven from coastal storms. They were (and still
are) a hunter's paradise as they possess an incredible variety of plant and
animal life. Thick gravel deposits must also have attracted hunters who
needed thie valuable resource to construct their tools. Saline springs,
such as the one "found" on Avery Island by John Hayes in 1791, would have
often been visited by both the Indians and the animals they hunted.

Just how long man has actually been visiting the Five Island region
has been a matter of some dispute. Ever since the mid-19th century, when
rock salt was first discovered on Avery Island, numerous remains of extinct
Pleistocene animals were found at considerable depth. They were often
situated just above the rock salt itself. Included were bones of mastodon,
horse, and sloth. An incredible find, and one which apparently caused



<19

great furor in the scientific community of the last century, were the

pleces of split cane basketry underlying the remains of some of these

extinct animals. It must be remembered that these were the days of Charles
Darwin, and the term "evolution" was not a respectable household word.

Few scholars were eager to support the great antiquity of man as suggested

by the association of his remains with late Pleistocene mammals (approximately
10,000 years ago).

The controversy over whether or not man occupied coastal Louisiana in
very early times has continued long into the 20th century. In recent years,
Dr. Sherwood Gagliano of Coastal Environments, Inc. has taken a new look
at the past evidence and has also contributed abundant new data by a series
of archaeological excavations in Salt Mine Valley on Avery Island. This
area, presently leased by the International Salt Company, was the scene
of heavy strip mining during the Civil War. In the effort to get large
quantities of rock salt in as short a time as possible, the Confederates
dug large square and oblong pits. Most were dug over 15 feet deep. This
activity, of course, greatly disturbed the land. Later 19th century salt
mining was confined largely to digging a single shaft with passages and
galleries located far below the ground. Little surface disturbance occurred
until water started to seep down into these passages. A large sinkhole
pond developed which is now known as the Blue Hole. It is a popular swimming
place for island residents.

Even with all the past mining activity, a considerable amount of land
in Salt Mine Valley remains undisturbed. Dr. Gagliano found this to be true
in his own archaeological investigations in 1962. Assisted by a grant
from Avery Island Inc., he excavated a large pit to a depth of 25 feet
and found regularly stratified deposits. Indian pottery dating to the last
1000 years occurred in a horizon 7 to 8 feet below ground surface, while
stone tools manufactured by a '"bipolar chipping technique" were discovered
over 17 feet below the ground. These tools were at a depth in which extinct
animal remains have been unearthed in the past, and although Dr. Gagliano
did not find tools and bones in association, his work obviously increased
the probability that man and Pleistocene mammals were contemporary. When
the International Salt Company put in a new mine shaft in 1968, they awarded
Dr. Gagliano & grant to study the excavated deposits. He also drilled a
number of boreholes near the pits he had dug in 1962. One borehold produced
samples of organic material which were radiocarbon dated at approximately
9,000 and 10,000 years B.C. These samples were obtained 16 to 18 feet below
ground surface at a depth comparable with the stone tools found in his
earlier excavations. Dr. Gagliano also recovered extinct Pleistocene horse
and mastodon remains between 28 and 32 feet below the ground surface, and
mixed in with these remains were small pieces of twined cordage, obviously
the work of man.

Such discoveries have greatly contributed to our knowledge of early
man on the southwestern coast of Louisiana, but mich still remains to be known
of the activities and culture of later Indian groups in the Five Island
region. It is the ultimate goal of the Petite Anse Project to recomstruct
the prehistoric culture chronology of this region. The hundreds of thousands
of pottery fragments still observed on the ground in Salt Mine Valley is
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ample evidence of the attractiveness of this area through the centuriles.

We want to know what they locked like (physical anthropology); what kind

of houses they built and how they arranged them in villages; what kind

of pots and tools they made and how they used them. Moreover, we want

to know if these people were the same as, or were they culturally distinct
from, coastal peoplez who did not visit the island. 1In historic times,
Indians of the Lower Mississippi Valley ranged far and wide in search of

salt, and it is possible that they and perhaps their ancestors once visited
Avery Island. In short, Avery Island, which has played such an important rocle
historically in Louislana, no doubt played an equivalent role prehistorically.
Written documents aid greatly in reconstructing history, but only the ground
can reveal the secrets of prehistory.

U.S5.L. CENTER FOR ARCHAFOLOCGICAL STUDIES

by
Steve Lark

The Center for Archaeological Studies based at U.S5.L. is presently
engaged in three projects:

1. Basic field weork on the Sabine River project, which began in October,
has been completed. Adverse weather has held up the next survey phase which
has been designed to test a site locational model. Thus far the survey has
turned up 53 sites in the river valley.

2. Lab work and artifact analvses have recently been completed on the
Atchafalaya River, Bayou Boeuf, Bayou Chene, and Bayou Shaffer project.
The report is near completion, under the supervision of Dr. Jon L. Gibson.

3. The data obtained in the extensive Fort Polk project 1s presently
being analyzed by the Center lab erews. The lab work on this project is
expected to continue for the next few months. A special congratulations
goes out to Dr. Frank Servello for completion of the field work on the
Fort Polk project =-- good job Frank!

The Center would also like to announce the appointments of its new
members: Mr. Ray Brassieur, graduate of L.5.U. with a B.8. in anthropolegy;
Mr. Steve Lark, graduate of U.5.L. with a B.5. in wildlife management; and
Ms. Helen Taylor, undergraduate at U,S8.L. in anthropology.

Congratulations is in order ta Dr. Jon Gibson for the good times enjoyed
by all at the Southeastern Archaeological Conference. The 1977 meetings
hosted by U.5.L. on October 26-29 were both informative and well organized;
thanks to Jon and Center personnel.
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BIG BRUSHY
by
Tim Phillips

Big Brushy (16VN24), a multi-component, prehistoric site located on
the Big Brushy Creek in the Fullerton-Six Mile Creek training area of the
Fort Polk Military Reservation, was excavated by members of the Fort Polk
Archaeological Survey team in May and June of 1977. The site lay in the
path of a proposed road for military vehicles, and our efforts represented
a mitigative effort to salvage as much information as possible prior to
destruction. The efforts of Dr. Frank Servello, principal investigator
of the Fort Polk project, and other members of the survey team were
instrumental in saving site information from annihilation. The artifacts
are presently being analyzed at the Center for Archaeological Studies, on
the campus of the University of Southwestern Louisiana.

Many long hours were spent working in the blazing hot sun in order to
complete the excavation of the site before it was destroyed. Some of the
crew members spent more than twenty straight days working on the site
without a break in order to get as much informatien from the site as
possible. Their dedication to this effort represents the epitome of
archaeological professionalism.

Preliminary analysis of the artifacts from the Big Brushy site was
begun at the field lab in Hormbeck, Louisiana, in July of 1977 by Jim
Morehead, Tom Guderjan, and Tim Phillips. This initial phase of analysis
was completed at the end of September. The second phase of analysis was
started soon thereafter and is presently nearing completion.

Most of the tools and bifaces have been analyzed and just a small portion
of the debitage remains. In the near future the drafting of the written
report will begin.

Some future ancillary studies are projected for particular areas of
the artifact collection from the Big Brushy site. Jim Morehead will be
attempting to establish bifacial and core reduction sequences and/or patterns
used by the prehistoric peoples that lived there. Tom Guderjan will be
studying the wear patterns on some of the tools in order to establish how
those tools were used. Tim Phillips will be analyzing the surface collection
from the site in order to tie in this information with the rest of the
site. These studies, while they may not be included in the published site
report, will greatly enhance our knowledge and understanding of the prehistoric
inhabitants in this heretofore poorly documented and understood area of the
state.

I want to publicly extend my perscnal thanks to Mr. and Mrs. John Guy
of Anacoco, Louisiana. They opened their home to me and the rest of the members
of the survey. Many delicious meals were consumed by the members of the survey
at their table. They did a lot to make our stay in the "piney woods" pleasant
and enjoyable.
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CHAPTER MNEWS

DELTA CHAPTER NEWS

by
Brian Duhe

Delta Chapter schedule of meetings and guest speakers for 1978 is
provided. All meetings will be held in Room 140 - Auditorium - Liberal
Arts Bldg., T.N.O.

Meeting Dsate Program

February 23 .,............. . Mr. Allen Saltus--Underwater Archaeology

March 30 .. evnivnniinnnnan, Mr. Bill Spencer-~Cowpen Slough Site ~ Catahoula Parish
April 27 ..., «vs» Mr. & Mrs. B. Friedman--Egypt

May 25 ...cevnnnn.. ceeiae s . Mr. Prentiée Thomas~=Hanna Site - A Caddoan Site in

Red River Parish

June 29 ...t ++. Mr. Gary DeMarcay~-Ceramic Analysis at Grande Coquille
July 27 ... Feeneaanes Mr., George Castille--Historiec Archaeology - Method &
‘ Theory
August 31 ... .. Mrs. Debbie (Woodiel) Spencer-~St. Gabriel Mound
Conclusions
September 28 ..... 4svsvse-.. Dr, Dave Davis==Plaguemine Culture in South La.

Cctober 26 (NOMIMATIONS) ... Mr. Tim Phillips=-Lithic Reduction Strategies
November 30 (ELECTIONS) .... Dr. William Haagw-Archaeology in Louisiana
December 28 ............... . Mr. Joe Manuel=--Hornsby Site=~Conclusicns

In conjunction with our regular programs--SHOW & TELL will be held on
April 27, 1978, August 31, 1978, and November 30, 1978.

Meeting dates will not be changed unless a very unusual situation occurs.
Meeting Program may change to accommodate the guest speakers.
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IMPERTAT, CALCASIEU CHAPTER NEWS
by
Joe Frank

The Scuthwest Louisiana Archaeological Soclety had their first meeting
of 1977 on January 27th at Frasch Hall, McNeese State University, with the
newly elected officers for the year taking office. Officers for 1977 are:
President, Myrna Fleming; Vice-President, O'Neal Smith; Secretary, Tommy
Johnson; and Treasurer, Everett R. Scott, Jr. The new board of directors
are: Myrna Fleming, Jack C. Bonnin, Tommy Johnson, Lou Harris, Joe Frank,
and Mark Wentz. Joe Frank was elected to serve as chapter representative
for the Louisiana Archaeological Society.

After the election of officers, the meeting was highlighted by a program
by Dr. Charles N. Bollich of the U.S.D.A. in Beaumont, Texas. Doctor Bollich
reported on methods of ceramic identification for pottery types in Southeast
Texas and Southwest Louisiana.
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LOUTSTANA ARCHAEQIOGICAL SOCIETY-LOCAL CHAPTER OFFICERS-1978

CHAPTER

CHAPTER MATLING ADRESS

PRES IDENT
NAME
ADRESS
VICE FRESIDENT
NAME
ADRESS
TREASURER
NAME
ADRESS
SECRETARY
HAME
ADRESS

L.A.S. REFRESENTATIVE

ADRESS

Mail To: BRIAN J. DUHE
Corresponding Secretary
L.A.S.
P.0. Drawer B
Reserve, La. 70084
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SPEAKERS BUREAU

{(Please Type)

Mr. G.R. Dennis Price 318-343-7359
Your Name Phone Number-Personal
Northeast La. Univ. ' 318-342-4129
Organization Represented Phone Number-Business
54 Chauvin Dr. Monroe, La. 71203
Mailing Adress P.0, or Street ZIP Code

Archaeclogical Excavations at the suspected Site of Fort Mirc
Title or Subject of your Paper-Presentation-Speech-etc.

Archaeclogical Excavations at the T.E. Salsbury Site Near Monrce, La.

Presentation will last 1 hr. & - .
hr. min,

T will need the following visual aids:

Slide Prejector &) Blackboard & Chalk ()
16 mm Movie Projecctor () Podium & Microphone ()
Movie Screen- &) Other {)

Local PLAS Chapter will pay travel expenses of thé speaker. Mo honorarium is expected.

Return teo: BRIAN J, DUHE
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
LOUISIANA ARCHAEOCLOGICAL SGCIETY
P.0O. DRAWER B
RESERVE, LA. 70084
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TEXAS ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Offers a Slide Presentation: Evidence of the Past-Survevy and Excavation.

This program presents a comprehensive overview of Archaeology as a
Science. All illustrations and Examples are from Texas. (2 parts at
10 minutes each included in the cackett)

l. Slides in a 140 slide Kodak Carousel Tray.

2, Commentary Taped on a 30 minute cassette.

3. Transcript of the comments. |

4. Review and Questions.

5 " New Words" defined.

6. Supplementary material list.

7. Annotated Bibliography.

Send check ( Loan $5.00:; Purchase $60.00; Preview $5.00, then $55.00
purchase}. Payable to Texas Archaeological Society
Educational Programs.

Send check to: Pam Wheat
1301 Bclsover
Housten Texas 77005
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Louisiana Archaeological Society

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Regular Membership , { )} Annually $10.00
Associate Membership‘ ( ) Annually $2.00
Life Membership - () $1l00.00
Sustaining Membership ;(l;) $300.00

Student Membérsﬁip °) Annually $5.00
Libraries & Inétifutions

M i

) Annually $16.00

PLEASE PRINT or TYPE

Organization

Adress

Zip

City

Names of Associate Members

Order LAS Annual Bulletin 1974 ( )= 1975 ( )= 1976 ( ) ~$7.50 each

Make check payable to: LOUISIANA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SCCIETY

Send to: Mr. William S. "Bill" Baker
Treasurer
Louisiana Archaeological Society
P.O. Box 637
Jonesville, La. 71343






