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ERRATA: Volume 8, Number 1, April 1980 (as noted ·last issue, should 
have been 1981). Also in that issue: p. 11,.line 4 should read "oxide 
from which rust .... '', p. 11, Sect III, line 3 last word should be 
11
unJntentionally'1

, 'p. 15, line 2 should read "none on the tipsn, p. 17, 
above "A~stemless 11

, the category 11 VII-5-Projectile points" should be 
inserted, p~ 10, li.ne 8 should read " which do o·ccur else.where. 

A NOTE FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Things have been pretty quiet, 'at 
least from what I have been hearing, which is not much, Another LAS 
Summer Field School has come and gone, and, though I have asked, only 
Rose Walker has said anything about it, anything that is, that is 
printable. This number of the Newsletter is b~ing mailed from UNO, 
contrary to what I fiaid last time. The society's bulk mailing permit 
has not, as yet, been shifted to Jonesville so that the futu~e m~ilings 
may be expedited. Irr terms of the official communications, the chapters 
are quiet relative to their summer's activities with the few exceptions 
that are included. I'll try to get everyone to update for the next issue~ 
As rnentioned laSt t_ime, the annual meeting plans are well undeI"way," but 
Brian Duhe informs me that he would. still like some con.tributed papers 
for the sessions. More about that below. 

The NEWSLETTER OF THE LOUISIANA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY is published quarterly 
for the Society by the Archaeological , and Cultural Research_ Program of. the 
University of New Orleans., Send all notes, news and other communications to: 
J. Richard Shenkel, LAS Assistant Editor, Dept. of Anthropology and Geography, 
University of New Orleans, New Orleans, LA 70122. Unless otherwise indicated, 
opinions stated herein are those of the Editor and do not necessarily reflect 
Society policy. 
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The Louisiana Archaeological Society will hold its annual meeting 
Pn Friday, January 29, 1982 through Sunday, January 31, 1982. The 
meeting will be hel d at the Sheraton Inn Hotel, Thibodaux, Louisiana. 

Tentative Schedule 

V ~~~)'. , J an . 2 9 , l 9 8 2 - 1 : 0 0 P . M . - 8 : 0 0 P . M . 
Meeting registration and LAS dues collection - Reception 

S a t u r d a y ~n . 3 0 , 1 9 8 2 - 8 : 0 0 A . M . - 5 : 0 0 P . M . 
Registration and program 
5:00 P.M . - 6:00 P . M. LAS Annual Business Meeting 
8:00 P.M. tlll - Social 

Sunday, Jan. 31 1 1982 - 8:00 A.M. till 12:00 noon - Program 

The program will b e set up accordingly: 

Saturday, Jan. 30, 1982 - 8:00 A.M. - 12:00 noon - Symposium 
Saturday, Jan. 30, 1982 - 1:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M. - Symposium 
Sunday, Jan. 31, 1982 - 8:00 A.M. - 12:00 noon - General Papers 

Anyone interested in giving a paper should send a Title and 
Abstract to: Brian J. Duhe 

Program Chairman 
P. 0 . Drawer B 
Reserve, LA 70084 
504-536-1161 

Sev e nty-five (7 5 ) ro o ms hav e been res e rved at the Sheraton Inn 
at $31.00 for a single and $36 . 00 for a double. Room reservations 
nt these rates should be made before December 31, 1981, direct l y 
with the Sheraton (504) 477-9071. The rates may increase after 
that date, also there is no guarantee of accommodations for l ate 
com e rs. IE other a c commodations are desired, a Holiday Inn is 
located a few blocks from the Sheraton. At this time, there are no 
plans for a spe c ial luncheon or program for 12:00 noon Saturday. 
The Sh e raton has an excellent restaurant, plus there are several 
fast-food, two Chinese and a conventional restaurant within a few 
bl ocks. The Saturday Social will be a Country-Western dance. For 
further information, write: 

Forrest Travirca III 
Rt. 2, Box 732 
Lockport, LA 70374 
504-536-1161 

A pre-registration f o rm is on the last page of this Newsl e t ter. 

CALL FOR PAPERS: It is time to submit titles and abstracts for 
papers to be d e livered at the 1982 Annual Meeting. As of a l etter 
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dated October I, Brian Duhe had received only one paper for the 
general session while Robert Neuman and Richard Beavers are both 
organizing symposia of the archaeology of coastal Louisiana. If 
you have a paper, please send the title and an abstract of 100 
words or less to: 

Brian Duhe 
LAS Program Chairman 
P. 0. Drawer B 
Reserve, LA 70084 

********************** 

1980 BULLENTINS SENT 

The following is a list of persons to whom the 1980 bulletin 
has heen mailed: 

1980 Regular Members 

Ashurst, M 
Baker, W 
Beckman, M 
Boersma, N 
Butts, B 
Brown, T 
Bryant, J 
Caldwell, M 
Chevalier, B 
Baham, M 
Baudier, R 
Berger, J 
Bolich, C 
Braselman, L 
Bruce, W 
Byrd, K 
Cambell, C Sr. 
Coleman, R 
Aucoin B 
Baker, J 
Beavers, R 
Bissel, J 
Bounds, 0 
Brown, I 
Rruder, .J 
Caldwell, J 
Carrigee, J 
Collins, C.J. Jr. 
Colquette, R 
Cooper, W 
Crader, J 
Deville, N 
Detro, R 

Doney, H 
Duke, B 
Dye, D 
Gibson, J 
Gregg, R 
Guidry, R 
Comardelle, M 
Couvillion, R 
Crosby, J 
Deville, Z 
Diefenthat, S 
Ducote, G 
Dupuy, M Jr. 
Gagliano, S 
Gonzales, J 
Griffin A 
Guy, J Sr. 
Gannaway, J 
Cutrer, V 
Davis, L 
Derley, J 
Dishman, R 
Duhe, B 
Drexler, J 
Gateley, M 
Gregory, H Jr. 
Guchereau, F 
Gordon, F 
Greene, G 
Givens, F 
Exnicios, J 
Fricke, A 
Fox, K.R. Mrs. 

Hall, P 
Harper, L 
Hauschild, R 
Helfert, N 
Holder, T 
Hulse, J 
Greenwell, D 
Early, Ann 
Frank, J 
Fogleman, J 
Fulgham, Susan 
Hanson, Jo Ann 
Harris, Mrs. Lou 
Haymon, J 
Hillman, M 
Hollis, L 
Hunt, R 
Glory, M 
Exponge, R 
Fredlund, R 
Fox, G 
Haigh, N 
Harper, Donna 
Head, L Jr. 
Heartfield, Lorraine 
Hodges. P 
Huff, Jane 
Jeane, D 
Jeter, M 
Kuttruff, C 
Lenzer, J 
Loumiet, Betty 
McCrocklin, C 



Mapp, M 
Meza, R 
Morehead, J 
Oehrle, J 
Palmer, Martha 
Passmore, T 
Johnson, P 
Lacefield, E 
Leslie, J 
Lynott, M 
McCrockJin, R 
Mathew, H Jr. 
Miller, L 
Morse, D 
Orgeron, F 
Paler.mo, J 
Pat:in, Rita 
Ke 11 er, J 
Lamb, T 
Locker, A 
McClure, D 
Malone, J 
Manuel, J Jr. 
Moore, E 
Naquin, Jeanette 
Owen, J Jr. 
Parker, F II 
Patterson, L 
Polaski, Sylvia 
Reggio, Judy 
Rivet, P 
Rolingson, Martha 
Saucier., R 
S<:l1a rr, A 
Shelton, Anne 
SJbley, J Jr. 
Smith, G 
Springer, .J 
Strich, Phyllis 
Poole, R 
Rainey, Mary 
Roady, Sara 
Rudd, D 
Savoy, Isabelle 
Sewell, J 
Shenkel, J 
Simoneaux, Dot 
Smith, L 
Starbird, L 
Thibodeaux, R 
Price, G. R. 
Rice Mary 
Roberts, Marian 
Ryan, T 
Schamback, F 

Shaikewitz, June 
Shipman, E 
Smith, B 
Spence, Mrs. James 
Steponaitis, V 
Toups, J 
Travirca, F III 
Verzwyuelt, Bill 
Webb, M 
Wharton, T 
Woodiel, Deborah 
Adams, Jim 
Allbritton, M 
Treadaway, B Jr. 
Walker, R 
Weber, Carey 
White, Lola 
Wooster, G 
Alleltranger, C 
Haag, W 
Vincent, Emily 
Webb, Dr. C. H. 
Weinstein, R 
Wilson, R 
Adams, J 
Alexander, C 

1980 Life Members 

Anderson, D 
Kennedy, C 
Reis, F 
Simmons, L 
Bonnin, J 
Lo.rra in, P 
Rummler, R 
Stroud, W. J. 
Johnson, T 
Phillips, P 
Schuyler, r 
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1980 Student Members 1980 Institutional & Sustaining Members 

Auburn University 
Bossier Parish Library 
Catahoula Parish Library 
University of Southern Florida 
Housto~ Archaeological Society 
Kisatchie National Forest 
Library Serials Dept. 
Louisiana State Univ-Alexandria 
LA Nature Center 
Memphis State University 
Morehouse Parish Library 
Moss Memorial Library 

Vedros, S 
Walker, R 
DeMarcay, G 
Kelley, D 
Landry, L 
Toups, V 
Boudreaux, J 
Kennedy, E 
Manry, J 
Orgeron, S 
Belmont, J 
Dupuy. M III 
Lynn, J 
Morris, G 

Museum of the American Indian Library 
Museums Library 

Plaisance, 
Berg, R 

D Northern Illinois University 
St. Charles Parish Library 

Gaudet, D 
McWhorter, C 

St. John the Baptist Parish Library 
Texas A & M University 

Orgeron, V University of Arkansas 
Rotenizer, D University of New Orleans 

University of Tennessee 
Gulf South Research Institute 

*********************** 

LAS FIELD SCHOOL, 1981 

Personal glimpses of Poverty Point ... Rose Walker 
What a beautiful place to work ... we even have a tree to nap under. 

Camping isn't so bad when you have electricity and running water. 

How is dorm life with all those young people ... they sure have 
energy. 

Stay away from Motley Mound if you don't want the mosquitoes to 
bite you. 

Say John, how many gravestones did you and Miss Billie find up 
on Motley? 

Look at those red jasper beads coming out of the backdirt! 

Sharon, isn't it time for break yet? 

Bag it. If you don't know what it is bag it anyway. 

That's not fair Steve, you're not supposed to be so good. 
only 12. 

You're 
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Hey Richard, watch out for flying mud . 
ynu. 

Someone has it in for 

RRin, Rain and some more Rain. 
drain the pits. 

What do you mean we have to 

Bill, :.:ire you going to include this in one of your "Soaps" 
episodes? 

Emily, are you sure your husband will believe you are innocent 
when he se~s those snapshots? 

Look at all those PPO's. 

L,,ok Rose, is that another piece of that steatite tublar pipe? 

Are you sure those were Christian Indians, Brother Bill? 

Just: how many seeds did you and Leon find, Marie? 

Nancy, you don't have to go all the way down to China in that 
one co rner. 

Mary, you can stop for the day now, it's tim e to quit. 

Ray, wouldn't yo u say Poverty Point is just as good as Texas? 

How many projectiles did you find in your pit this year, Robert? 

Hey Joan, what i s thi s? 
me identify these PPO's. 
all the new types we are 
incised. 

Do you have a minute to spare to help 
Dr . Webb will surely be surprised with 

finding. I would call thi s one trowel 

********************** 

A COMMENTARY ON THE USE OF 
PROFESSIONAL TERMINOLOGY 

Plus a few other comments . 

Paul L. Hodges 

I definitely believe that the pursuit of Archaeological studies 
can be of value . It can give an insight into the way of life of our 
rredecessors and possibly aid in helping us to avoid mistakes they 
may have made. 

However, in my humble opinion it appears that most published 
reports can be unders t ood only by other professionals or amateurs 
who have made a study of archaeological terms. 
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I remember that after a few years spent in teaching diction, 
drama and speech at Bethany College, Bethany, Oklahoma, while I was 
in my early twenties, I accepted a position as a salesman. At that 
time I habitually spoke using correct diction but I soon found that 
many of my prospective customers actually could not understand me. 
Those who did understand me felt that I was not ''speaking their 
language," and I was failing to make sales. I soon realized that I 
had to change my way of speaking if I wanted to be successful, so 
I began to train myself to speak the common language of the average 
pe.rson. 

I have wondered sometimes if, when writing for the general 
p11blic, it would not be wise to avoid archaeological terminology as 
much as possible. Also, I wonder if the archaeologist who turns in 
a report for professional bulletin publication, with the hope of 
advancing himself in his field of work, has not failed to meet his 
full obligation to the public by following this with a report through 
a public media, couched in the language of the average reader. I 
realize that sometimes it is necessary for one to use a professional 
term in order to convey one's thought. In this case, would it not 
be possible to give the meaning of this term in a more commonly used 
form when writing for the benefit of the general public? In addition 
to reporting the results of his work he would in this way be teaching 
the meaning of that professional term to his reader. A simple example 
of this would he by explaining that the word "grid" means "dig.1' For. 
instance,, "we marked off a grid or 'dig' by driving a stake at e·ach 
corner of a six foot square.'' 

I realize thee in order for a field archaeologist to acquire 
funds, or grants from foundations, politicians or large companies 
it is necessary that those parties be impressed with the knowledge 
of the supplicant in his field of work. Therefore, professional re­
ports must necessarily be written in professional form, using 
professional terminology. However, this is not the case when one is 
writing for the edification of the general public. 

When a medical doctor writes a prescription he writes it in 
Latin, a language that most of his patients cannot read but a 
pharmacist can. Often the patient will profit by not knowing what 
the prescription means. However, I personally believe that when I 
have paid the doctor and the pharmacist for their services they owe 
me the courtesy nf allowing me the privilege of knowing what I am 
taking. 

Sj_nce the funds used in archaeological research came in the 
beginning from the pockets of the general public I feel that any 
kuowledge acquired through the use of those funds should be given 
them in language that they can understand, but the average person 
not st,1died the archaeological terms. 

to 
has 

I have often wondered if professionals, whatever their field of 
work may be, are not using their professional terminology majorally 
to impress the layman with their knowledge and their supposedly 
superior, innate intelligence. Acquired knowledge and intelligence 
are two entirely different things. To the average person the terms 
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11 ~:ed in any specLaJized field, other tb an th e ir o wn, is a foreign 
L1ng 11a ge . I find that in ma k ing r epor ts for news lett er or bu llet in 
f>ubLi ca ti nns, I, my s e lf, hav e o ften been guilty of "talking ove r 
the lie8cls'' of the beginning amateur archaeologist and of the layman. 

It appears to me that the professional and amateur archae o l og i st 
In making reports of their findings often tend to hunt for th e large , 
impre ssi v e, seldom used word when an eve ryday expression would 
8uff i ce. To th e lay man the langua ge that in my mind I term 
" acad am ese" r e quirPs the constant use of a di c tionary wh il e read ing 
it, if it i s to be understood. This might be of value to the read er 
but I question wheth e r or not the average person has the time, or 
would make the necessary effort to translate the "acadame se" 
languag e into everyday English . Would they not be more prone to 
discard that article rather than to take the necessary trouble of 
reading and understanding it? How many articles have been thrown 
in the wast e basket because the words "were too big?" 

My contention is that if th e pr o fessional's work is to be of 
value to the human race as a whole then he is to a great extent 
f ailing to complete his task if he does not report his findings in 
a fo rm that the average adult, high school and even an elementary 
st ud e nt can und e rstand. Most professionals first be came interest ed 
jn North Am er ican Archaeology as a result of being exposed to 
written material and pictures that they could understand while they 
wer e still in their "teens" or even younger. 

In c losin g this commentary let me add that the possession of 
knowl e dg e ln any certain specialized subject does not necessarily 
denot e a hi gher degree of intelligence than that of another p e rson 
who may be hi g hly trained in one or even more than one OTHER fi el d 
of knowledge. Neither does the holding of a doctorate always signify 
that the p e rson who holds that degree has mastered the subject. Not 
in this day and time. Perhaps it n ever has . That d egree d o es not 
make a person's word or belief infallible. Often he may voice a 
t heor y or b elief a nd neglect to stress that his statement is a 
theory only. Nor does the holding of a degree always sig nify a 
great amount o f innate int e lligence . 

I would be amiss if I did not add to all this the fact that I 
desire to give full credit and my h e artfelt gratitude for the 
info r mat ion an d training given me by the prof e ssional f riends 
Usted below. 

Dr. Clarence H. We bb, Wi l liam G. Haag, J a mes A. Ford, Hir am F . 
Gre gory , Jon L. Gibson, Glen Greene , Lorraine Heartfield, John 
Be lm o nt and Mitchell Hillm a n. To these and many others too 
nume r o u s to mention I e xtend my sincere thanks . They have taught 
me mu ch during the last 35 years. 

********************** 
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THE MANUFACTURE AND USE OF THE ATLATL 

Brent W. Smith 

INTRODUCTION 

The study of the distribution, use and manufacture of the atlatl 
ln North America can be approached through both ethnology and 
archaeology. Through limited ethnological evidence some information 
can be gained about the social organization and religious signifi­
cance associated with the atlatl, Through the study of the material 
culture based on archaeological investigations, methods of manu­
facture can be inferred. Practical experimentation can fill the 
gaps in some of the otherwise unavailable knowledge. 

FUNCTION 

'fhe atlatl (Figure 1) is a devise which adds length to the user's 
arm and increases the range, force and accuracy of the spear. It 
served as a part of the hunter's body, as an e~tension of his arm. 
No matter how fine and straight his spears were, they could not 
bring down the large game unless his atlatl gave him the needed 
force. The extreme range of the spear-thrower was about 300 feet. 

The essential devise of the atlatl is little more than a stick 
with provisions supplied on one end for grasping and a hook on the 
other end to engage a nock or conical depression in the proximal end 
of a spear. The spear is steadied with the aid of the fingers and 
sometimes rests on the knuckles. A sharp snap of the wrist at the 
moment of release initiates the independent flight of the dart 
(Kellar 1955: p. 283). 

DISTRIBUTION 

A combination of archaeological and ethnological evidence 
indicates a former widespread distribution for the atlatl. Histor­
ically, this can be traced back in Europe to the Magdalenian Age, 
about 20,000 years ago. In the New World, this can be temporally 
traced back at least 7,000 years ago (Kellar 1955: p. 339). 

The spear-thrower was universally used by the historic Eskimo in 
tl,e Arctic, by the adjacent Tlingit on the Northwest coast, by a few 
tribes in southern Lower California, and nearby Northwest Mexico, by 
Indians at the mouth of the Mississippi, throughout Mesa-America and 
by many peoples in the Circum-Carribean area. It is known from 
archaeology in the Great Basin, the Southwest, the Southeast and 
Mexico (Driver and Massey 1957: p. 356). 

Among the Eskimos, the association was with aquatic hupting in 
the kayak. There are two practical advantages to the spear-thrower 
in aquatic hunting: it can be operated with one hand; once the 
spear is in place on the thrower, leaving the other hand free to 
maneuver the boat; also, water cannot hurt it (Driver and Massey 
1957: p. 356). The spear-thrower was also used to hunt aquatic birds 
from a boat on the lakes of Mesa-America. However, the chief use in 
that area was in warfare. 
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In the Southeast, atlatls were used mainly for killing game 
such as bears and deer during the Archaic Period. Earlier in the 
Lithic Period, a heavier atlatl was needed to kill larger extinct 
forms of land mammals, such as Bison taylori and the mastodon. 

MANUFACTURE 

The wooden shaft, the spear or dart, which was projected by the 
atlatl, was important; it had to be straight if it was to fly true 
to the mark. The device which was used to straighten the wood was 
usually a heavy piece of antler (or bone) with a hole drilled in it. 
By heating the stick and passing it back and forth through the hole, 
the shaft was gradually wrenched straight. In the butt end of the 
shaft was cut a shallow socket to fit the hook of the spear-thrower, 

The spear-thrower itself was composed of a number of parts. At 
one end was a hook, often carved from deer antler. This was fitted 
on to the wooden rod of the atlatl, which was about two to three 
foot long. 

Stone Weights 

Many Lithic and Archaic peoples attached stones as weights to 
the atlatl shaft for what was believed to be a better performance. 
These atlatl weights came in the form of polished bird, butterfly, or 
boat stones. Whether these were used as technological improvements 
or as mystical charms, it is difficult to say. This can perhaps be 
explained by comparing the results of contemporary experimenters 
with the atlatl. Malcolm Hill (1955: p. 75) has observed that the 
best results for the greatest distance and accuracy in throwing an 
atlatl were obtained from one of the following combinations: (a) 
the medium dart without a stone weight on the atlatl; or (b) the 
light dart with a weight on the atlatl. What must be concluded is 
the use of the light dart for small game. This indicates that the 
stone weight might be functional with a very light dart; it becomes 
disfunctional as the dart weight is increased. What is implied here 
is a multi-faceted stone artifact, although the case for the use of 
the stone weights as ceremonial objects is strongly suggested. 

These stone weights were usually very hard and difficult to 
shape. By pecking with a pebble, the surface of the stone was 
gradually broken down, and the desired shape sometimes became one of 
a bird or butterfly with wings spread in flight. 

When the desired shape was fashioned, long hours were spent 
grinding away the roughness and polishing the surface. Finally, a 
large hole was drilled through the stone so it could slide onto the 
rod of the spear-thrower. To do this, the Indians used a hollow 
cane for the drill point and fitted it with wet sand (Kneberg and 
Lewis 1955: p. 120). 

Painting 

Evidences of the painting of atlatls with red ochre have been 
derived from a number of areas: Mexico, the Southwest, the Great 
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Kellar, James H. 
1955 The AtlatJ. in North American. Indiana Historical Society 

3(3): p. 281-339. Indianapolis. 

Kneberg, Medeline and T.M.N. Lewis (Editors) 
1955 An Archaic Autobiography. Ten Years of Tennessee 

Arch a e o log i_s t : p . 11 9 - 2 2 . Kn o xvi 11 e ~ 

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

I am currently working on a study of prehistoric bone dice made 
from astragali, a bone of the foot. These artifacts are relatively 
easy to recognize. To make them, an astragalus was usually ground 
down to nearly flat surfaces on from two to all six sides (see 
figures below). Most of the astragali used to make dice in the 
prehistoric Eastern United States were from deer; one occasionally 
finds them matle from elk or bison bones. 

The topics covered in this study are: (1) the spatial 
distribution of astragali dice in the Eastern U.S., and (2) the 
archaeological contexts in which they have been found. I would 
appreciate hearing from anyone who has found examples of these 
artifacts. In each case I need to know the specimen's dimensions 
and its archaeological context when found. 

My address is: 

NOTE: 

Dr. Barry Lewis 
Department of Anthropology 
607 S. Mathews St. 
University of Illinois 
Urbana, Illinois 61801 

The astragali dice depicted below are slightly larger than 
life-sized. 
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********************** 

NEWS FROM THE STATE OFFICE 

The Division of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (Depart­
ment of Culture, Recreation and Tourism) h as recently completed a 
supplement to the Bibliography of Archaeological Survey and 
Mitigation Reports published in March of 1978. The original 
bibliography, sponsored by a grant from the National Park Service, 
contained annotations of 299 cultural resources surveys conducted 
between January 1970 and June 1977. The supplement covers an 
additional 351 survey reports, bringing the total to 650. 

Due to time and staff limitations, author, parish, and drainage 
indexes could not be provided as was done for the first bibliography. 
Still, researchers will find this document handy and useful . Copies 
have been sent to those people active in cultural resources contract 
work in the state. For others who may be interested in obtaining 
a copy, contact the State Archaeologist's office at (504) 342-6682. 
The mailing address is Division of Archaeology and Historic 
Preservation. P.O. Box 44247, Baton Rouge, LA 70804. 

********************** 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mrs. Lawrence H. Fox, Secretary of the Department of Culture, 
Recreation and Tourism, has announced the formation of the Division 
of Archaeology, with Dr . Kathleen M. Byrd as director. Archaeolo g y 
has been part of the Division of Archaeology and Historic 
Preservation since 1976, but as part of reorganization within the 
department, two divisions are being formed. The responsibilities and 
services of the archaeologists will not change, and the staff of the 
t wo new divisions will continue to work closely together. 

********************** 

COMMISSION MEETING 

The Louisiana Archaeological Survey and Antiquities Commission 
met in Baton Rouge on August 18, 198 1 . 

Dr. Charlie Pearson reported that Coastal Environments, Inc . is 
continuing with conservation of the artifacts from the El Constante 
shipwreck. Investigations at the Spanish Archives have identified 
what appears to be the outbound regist e r of the ship. The 70 to 80 
page register describes the armaments on the vessel, and may contain 
a list of the ship's construction. When C.E.I. receives a copy of 
the register in several months, its understanding of the El Constante 
will be more complete. 

Coastal Environments, Inc. has developed a detailed drawing of the 
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wrec!t bnsed on ln!=ormatj_on gathereJ during underwater mapping. This 
drawi11g w-lll be incl11ded in both t.hc popular and technical publtc.a­
tinns about tl1e El Constante. The popular report will be published 
by the Division of Archaeology and Historic Preservation in the 
spring, and then will be distrlbutEd to the public. 

Plans for the expansion of the Division 1 s Archaeological Public 
Outreach Prc1gram were presented. The program is directed at 
increasi11g Lo11isianR 1s a1lpreciat:lon of, and conservation of, 
~rrhaeo.LogJ.cal_ resources. The pla11s include: 

t1pdating lists of organizations and individuals interested 
in knowing more about 1Jouisiana 1 s archaeology, 
compili.ng 1.ists of available educational media about 
archaeology, 
publisl1ing thre~ or fot1r booklets in the popular series 
annually, 
producing at least one slide/tape show about archaeology 
in Louisiana ann,1ally, 
working to improve arcl1aeology 1 s relations with the 
press, and 
developing one portabl1~ exhibit on an aspect of 
Louisiana archaeology (!ach year. 

The C,Jmmission discussed new permit applications, including one 
from Dr. Jeff Brain of Harvard University who hopes to do follow-up 
investigatlons at the Trudeau site this fall. During last year's 
work. Dr. Brain ttsed magnetometer surveying to identify subsurface 
features. This year, he hopes to test excavate some features to 
r:onf.i.rm that certain characteristic magnetometer 11 signatures 11 

indic~te certain kinds of features. 

Fttnding for the Division of Archaeology and Historic Preservation 
WdH nJso discussed. Sufficient monies to provide fully for the 
Division are now budgeted through February 1982, either emergency 
state funds or federal funds may he necessary to complete the fiscal 
vear. 

********************** 

PLANNING WORKSHOP 

The Archaeological Planning Workshop met August 19 and 20 in 
Baton Rouge. Approximately 25 people including professionals, non­
professionals, and administrators attended the sessions. The purpose 
of the workshop was to draw on the expertise of these individuals in 
dPvell1p.ing the State Archaeological Plan. The. Plan, when completed, 
wi.Ll be used to evaluate the present preservation and development 
rfforts in the stare and to determine where future efforts should be 
directed. 

On the first day of the planning session, the group identified 
types of sites, major sites, and research questions for each of ten 
c11ltt1r::i] periods. The sPcond day was devoted to examining the state's 
Rrchaeology by geographic areas. For each of the six areas, partici­
pants listed major si.tes, and identified important or overriding 



.. , 1· C b ! ] ('() 1 () g i. C ~l .I 
11 11d threat~; t o 

t Ii<::: 11 1 e:; • Th 0 _y a Ls o reviewed r res en t 
a rcha enlnRic nl si t es in each area. 

land use 

The r P s 11 1 ts \I L t IH! t w 1J - day 111 ct' ting are now being com r i. i e ci , and 
w i l I. be m ; 1 i. l c d t o pa r l i c -j p i i 11 ts [ o r ,l cl d i t i. on a .l comm e n t s . Th e 
infor111at l on from the meeti.ng a n d th e adJitional comme nt.swil l be 
i n c o r I-' <) r a t E' rl i n t o t h e ( i n a .1 cl r a f t o f t b e S t a t e P l a n . 

********************** 

SA LT PUBLICATION 

The St~te Archaeologist's Off i ce has mail ed to LAS Chapters 
r· n p i e 8 o f th P new p uh l i c a t i on , "Th e Ro 1 e of Sa 1 t in Ea s tern No r th 
Ame rican Prehistory." In th e pu bl icat i o n, author I an Brown disc ussed 
Native American techniques of salt refinement. Specifically, he 
p r oposed tlt u t Lh c methods u sed at Avery Island from 1 550 to 1650 were 
differ,'nt f-rn111 those u sed jn ear lier t imes, but similar to those used 
by prt'!hi:-.t.n1·ic peoples in Africa, Asia, and Europe. 

The Stute Arcl1a~ologlst's Off i ce will mail the publication at no 
1·c1: : I: t o anynn1:.• whn has not r eceived one from an LAS Ch npter. Write 
11r tel c rh onP: 

Dr . Kn t h.I een Byrd 
Division of Archaeology and Historic Pr e servation 
P . O. Box 44247 
Haton 
(504) 

Ronge, LA 70804 
] L,. 2- 6 6 8 2 

********************** 

NEWS FROM STATE PARKS 

Tl1 c Lo 11i s iana Off i ce uf State Pa rks welcomes ·to its permanent 
:; l_:1 \"C !.111'('(:' n f'w profess io nals in archaeo logy and history . George 
Hr·Cluskl:' y , former l y wit h t h e Divi.sion o f Archaeo logy a nd Historic 
Pr ese r vat i on, is now th e Hi sto ri c Site Manager at t he Marksville 
S t .·1 t e C nm m 8 mu r. a t iv e A re ct • George has had ext ens iv e f i e 1 d exp er i. enc e 
i.11 so 11tli enr, t er n archaeol ogy, including work at Alabama ' s Moundville 
Sta te Mon umen t. Laura Landry has jo ine d the Parks' staff as an 
Hi ~ Lor i c S ite Manager al the new Plaquemi n e Lock State Commemorative 
Ar ca . Laurn ' s prev i o us expe ri ence i n h isto r i c archaeology and 
r~searc h in Lo u isiana make s her espec i a l ly qu a lified for this posi ­
tio n. State Parks ' new curator at th e Port Hudson State Commemora­
tive Area is Dr . Arthur W. Bergeron, Jr . Art ea rn ed a Ph.Din 
hi s tor y at Loui s iana State Un ive r sity, specializing i n Civ i l War 
history. He h as extensive e xperi ence in a r chives research and manage ­
me n t a nd j s the co - e cl it or (with Lawrence L . Hewitt , Hi s t or i c S it e 
Manager al Port Hudson) o f Post Ho spital Ledger , Port Hudson, 
Lo u i s i. an a i_l 8 6 2 - l 9 6 _3 t o b e p 11 b 1 i sh e d 1 a t e r t h i s y ear . We a r e v e r y 
pleased to h ave Art, Laur a , and George with us. 

Th e Marksville Sta te Commemorative Area's museum has r eopene d to 
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!'lip publ:ic. The rep;11 rs _cincl restorat:i..nn of the building included 
C<'ntral ·air condtt.ioning and hf:ating, new lighting, a new audio­
viHuaJ area, and interior ~nd exterior painting. The second phase 
(Jf th0 Marksville project, heing planned now, will include new exhibits 
llnd displays, attdio-visua.L 11rograms, interpretive trails, and the 
r~11ov~1tion of a picnic sl1elter into an interpretive building/craft 
cer1·ter. State Parks' staff is working now to refurbish some of the 
existing exhibits and manager, George McCluskey, has already added 
nPw reatt1res s11c!1 as a haod.s-on artifact demonstration area for 
schno L groups and a sl i.dt:) presentatioCl. We hope that the prPsent and 
[11tur1' improvements to these facilities will enable us to present 
Mi1rl(sv1]_le as the important site that it remains today. 

********************** 

New World Research, Inc. is pleased to announce that Dr. Jeffrey 
H. Altschul (Ph.D. Brandeis, Anthropology, 1981) has accepted a full­
time position with the firm as Associate Archaeologist and is now 
affiliated with the Louisiana office. 

We are also pleased to uote that Dr. David A. Phillips (Ph.D., 
University of Arizona, 1979) has joined the staff and will head the 
Tuscan, Arizona office. 

Tliese additions bring the number of professional level staff to 
1.S archrteoJ.ogists, inclnding 3 Ph.DG's, 7 }LA.'s and 5 B.A.'s. 

********************** 

CHAPTER NEWS 

CENTRAL LOUISIANA ARCHAEOLOGICAL CHAPTER ............... Rose Walker 

The meeting prior to the LAS Field School was a preparation of 
what to expect in a field school and Where was Poverty Point. John 
Guy from Annacoco was our guest speaker, as veteran of several field 
F;chools, he. was v<:~ry able to do this. He brought along with him a 
distinguished guest in the person of Dr. Joel Gunn. June and July 
were without meetings as we had Nancy and Charles Affletranger and 
Richard and Rosie Walker attending the Field School. 

Diel.TA CHAPTER ............... Marjorie Friedman 

The Delta Chapter has been busy over the summer. In addition to 
t.he cl1apter meetingR held on the last Thursday of each month at LA 
140 on the UNO campus at 7:30 p.m., we have embarked on a sales 
promotion of tee shirts and tote bags with an original cartoon by 
member Linda Ch,1rch showing a pudgy archaeologist proudly unearthing 
a variety of artifacts from Jackson Square emblazoned "I DID NEW 
ORLEANS". 
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1,:zc :1 v.1t i 11 n:,; wer l: i.11i.ti c1 tcd ,it the Cizek site in the hist o ric. 
V : .1 11 h e r g Ma r i. y; 11 y n 11 J 11 I y /.1 • F l HI r f e a t u r e s , i n c 1 11 <l i n g a d o u b 1 e p r i. v y , 
• 1 s 11 :~ p ,; c t e d ◄ : ave or s p ring hou se , an <l a n unknown s tr u c t u r e a 1 o n g th e 
r 1 : :J r I' r.· o p f .' 1· t y J i n P s o f t h e 2 0 0 0 b 1 n c k o f 13 u r g u n <l y S t r e e t h a v e b e e n 
,, :< r: ,-:i v ; 1 I: e d . I~ y S e p I.: P. m b e r. 2 6 , l 9 8 I , 2 9 p e o p 1 e h a d p a r t i c i p a t e d w i th 
0 v l~ t ~1 0 0 h 0 u rs n [ w l' r k . A r t i. f a c t s r e co v e r e d in c l u d e t h e mo r e p r o s a i c 
~;he r d!" , gl. ::is s , and ;inimal bone , to the mo r e exotic findin g s o [ g uns 
:ind c· h.i11.::i d ol ls. Tli 1! wlnt 1> 1· mo nths will be spent doing the lab o ra-
1-., ry :1n a l y si s of th is material ;:is well as the mat e ri al gained fro m 
I , 1 s I :~ p r i n ,~ ' s d i. }!, n L t h e L e m ,.1 11r1 s i I: e . 

n n t h I:' f) r f! h i. s t (l r :i c s i d e o f t h e a r. c h a e o l o g i. c. a 1 c o i n , M i k e 
Cnrmade ll e and Marc o Clar. di.n o h ave been working th e P 11mp Cana l site 
on Lade Cataouat c he, a Coles Creek and Miss is sippean s it e . A radio­
~arbou date is r eady to be run a nd the material thus far recovered is 
b e in g readierl f or. comp uter a nalys is. Be n ea th th e excavated occupa ­
t io n a nd be l o w a ste ril e zone a noth e r midden of perhaps a n earl i er 
co mp onent has h een discovered . More wo rk is schedul ed when the water 
goe s down i.n Novemb e r.. 

NOR THEAST CHAPT ER ... .. . ....... . . Maxin e Spence 

T li <-' Nc>J: thea r; t Chapter h e ld a n ;:i rti f act display day at th e Snyder 
M, • m" r i a I Mus~~ um .i n U ;is t r op 0 n Sa turd a y , July 2 5 . P a r t i c i pat in g 
1n e m b 1' r ,L; \v e r e M ;:i u n i n g D u r. h ::i m , l. e s t e r a n d C l a i r e D av i s , Mo n r o e ; J o y c e 
O g d1•11 ..ind Ma x in e Spence, Bast r op . 

Th i.:3 w,1s the r i r s t s u c h show in g by the NLAS and co nsider ed ve r y 
s , , 1 • , • es s f u .l . A s 11 m 111 e r p i <: n i c.: w a s p 1 an n e d b u t w i th th e s t ea d y f 1 ow o f 
:,; [' e c 1: ;-1 t o r s ::i n d t o u r i s t s v (~ r y 1 i t t 1 e t i m e w a s s p e n t r e 1 a x i n g an d 
tic1ti n ~ . Th•'! display was on n ice l y s haded g r ounds with a st eady 
br eeze othe rwi se th e he;:it would have been unb ea r ab le. 

Much in te res t was s hown in archaeology , with thirteen r eque s ts 
fo r newsle tt e rs as r eminders of th e September me e ting. Approxim a t e l y 
55 gues t s registered, though many were miss ed. 

[ commend Mr s . Ogd e n for plann ing th e display, as i t wa s an 
exce ll e nt wa y of generating local int ere st in archaeology , th e r efore 
~on tribut es to n e w me mb e r s hjp . 

rPput frn m we ll infor.me<l members co nt r ibute t o a better overal l 
~; (Ir LI~ 1. Y. 

:-; <l UT H W P'. S T C H A PT E R - 1 MP ER L AL C AL C A S I EU . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J o e F r a n k 

Tit,· , l l lllt: 111 ,: 1c' l'.i_n g of til e· Southwes t Lo ui siana Ar chaeological 
S , ,r· i , • t v w a f; Ii c I r.l rt t P r i l"! n L a k. c P a rl<.. P r es i d e n t K en B a ya rd a c t e d a s 
ll!-';1cl c lt er l<1r ;.1 de 11cio u s bar.beque. The membe r s were well s ati sf i ed 
wl t h th e me1~tin g a nd meal. 

In .July, Gre g DeCo te o l' th e Lo ui siana Depar tment of Development 
anJ Trans p o rtation p r ese nt ed th e p ro gram o n his d uties and 
respons ibil ities . 

ln Aug ust th e Imperial Cal ca sieu Museum of Lak e Ch a rles c ont ac t ed 
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n1embers of the Southwest Louisiana Archaeological Society concerning 
an arc:haeologica1 exhibit in the rntiseum. Members of the society 
gladly loaned numerous types of Indian artifacts for display. There 
was such a flow of artifacts that the museum plans to change portions 
of the exhibit weekly. 

The exhibit ran from August through mid-September. 

********************** 



Ccy of Help to All LAS Chapter Presidents: 

Please bring the fol.lowing to the attention of your chapters members and 
- give my comments seriou~_consideration. 

✓- · 

It is near the ·time once again to submit nominations for officers- o_f LAS. 
This year there are tN:J opening:, that must be filled, Pres.-Elect and Tre·asurer. 
Since 1976 I have had :the pleasure and honor of serving as your Treasurer. I 
truly enjoyed the job .and the opportunity to serve you a11 to. the best~of my 
abilities. 1981 however, has been a disastrous one in so far as my efficiency 
is concerned. My personal job pressures have increased and the -Society's 
busini,es has been neglected. I am sure at least some of you have noticed this 
and it distresses me greatly for it is not ~ way. Because of this, I will 
not seek nor accept another tw:, year term. 

I am not making this announcement under the impression that all is well 
and that I am characterized as a "Shoo-In" for · another term. I am taking this 
opportunity to paas on to you five years experience as your treasurer and f1Y 
idea of the kind of person best suited for the job. Someon• retired, not ,uready 
bogged dol«l with hobbies or other activities; interested in La. Archaeology, 
library or bookkeeping and the willingness to serve with the devotion and/ prompt 
attention our members so richly deserve. So I am asking eachchapter to ~earch 
and find us such a person. -' 

All offices of the society are important and vital to its suocese and it 
might seem I am biased in so far as the treasurer's position is concerned, but 
most often it is this office that receives first contact by new or old members 
requesting information on various subjects.• How to join, fees, publications and 
cost, change of address, change of membership status, and just plain gripes to 
name _a few. A good treasurer should respond to these matters quickly and W$.th 
tactful diplomacy. I might mention here that the corresponding secretary's job 
ia about the same and with the right person, we might combine the tw:,. So for -
the good of our society if you !mow aomeone of this caliber get them on the 
nomination list. I realize a person with these qualities are not comioon but 
surely someone is out there that can fit the bill. If not. a member, we'll make 
them one. 

In closing, I wish to thank every one for their patience and for putting 
up with me. 



LAS ANNUAL MEETING BID FORM 

(we) would like to host the 1983 LAS annual meeting 

p J O Ce _______________ _ 

Date 

Sjgnal:ure 

Return to Rose Walker. Deadline December JO, 1981 

Ms. Rose Walker 
LAS Recording Section 
Rt. 2, Box 765 
Deville, LA 71323 
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LAS NOMINATION FORM 

(we) wq11l<l l.lkP to recomml:•nd to the LAS Executive Committee the 
fnl !.c)wlng LAS memlH_or(s) for nomination to: 

I. LAS Vicc-Pre,ddent/Presldent Elect [983 

N:irnc 

Add res:-< 

Phone. 

LAS Treasurer 

Name 

Address --------------------
phone ______________________ _ 

S lg nature ______________________ _ 

Return to Rose Walker. Deadline December 30, [981. 

Mn~ Rose Walker 
I.AS Recording Section 
Rt. 2, Box 765 
Deville, LA 71328 





1()82 l,ouis_i1:1n,1 .Archat·ologi.cal Soci.ety .Annual Meeting 

Return to; 

PRE-REl:ISTRATION FORM 

Forrest Travirca III 
Rt. 2, Box 732 
Lockport, LA 70374 

1/wr wi I I attend the 1982 LAS Annual Meeting at the Sheraton Inn 
Hotp\. Thtboclaux~ Lnui!'dan<:l on January 29-31, 1982. 

l,A~; Mt~mbPr (any category) 
Nt_ln-mcllll)er 

CHAP'rER AFFlLlATlON: 

$ 3.00 
10.00 
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AMOUNT ENCLOSED$ _______ _ 





The Governor's Award for Service in Archaeology 

At its November 5th meeting, the Louisiana Archaeological Su:r-vey and 
An 1' i qui tien Cr)mn1isclon outlined procedures for granting the Gover::ior I s Award 
for Eorv"i.ce in Archaeology. This annual award w-ill be presented to someone 
who .fH:u_; nhown over mn.ny years a sustaining interest in archaeology tllroueh 
one or rnoro- of the following aetivities: 

l) educating children about the archaeological resources of the 
3t;,qt,8; 

2) helpi.ng preserve archaeological sites; 

3) funding archaeological investigations at important sites; 

4) sponsoring major legislation preserving archaeological 
sites; 

5) assistlnt; professional archaeologists in scientific re­
cording and. excavat.ing sites; 

6) adwrnci.ng the goals of archaeology by promoting the 
cl1scipline. 

Ne:i.ti10r profecwional archaeologists nor Commission members while on the 
Commi.ssion are ehg'.i.ble for the award. 

Nominati.ons for rec.ipients ,na0, be submitted by anyone and should include a 
r!Pscription of the nominee' c; service to the discipline. Commission members 
will review the nomina·isions and will make a recommendation to the Secretar;r 
of tlw Depari:;ment of Culture, Recreation & Tourism. The first award will 
be presonted at the 1982 LAS Annual meeting in Thibodaux. The Commission 
requests that nominations be sent no later than December 10th to Dr. Kathleen 
Byrd, Division of Archaeology, P. 0. Box 44247, Baton Rouge, LA 70804. 





DUES NOTICE 

'..-.c. GET AHEAD OF THE NEW YEAR AND AVOID THE RUSH! RENEW YOUR lAS MEMBERSHIP NOW 
FOR 1982 

Send yo11r check and the bottom of this page to: 

Bill llaker 
LAS Treasurer 
P.O. llox 637 
Jonesville, LA 

are: 
$10.00 

71343 

Membership rates 
Regular -
Associate 
Student -
Life -

- $2. 00 
$5.00 

$100.00 

-------------------------------------------------------------------~---------------------------· 

Address: 

Membership category: 
Check one: 

0 Regular 0 Associate 0 Student 0 Life 

·------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------· 

t!!.~mhc rsh :i p_ !.~~_!;_~ory: 
Chec~k one: 

LJ Regular [] Associate 0 Student 0 Life 



J . Richard Sh~ nke l 
D•~pt . <) f Anthropology and Geography 
UnlvPr~ity of New Orleans , 
N~w Orleans , LA 70122 

Jon L. Gibson 
120 Beta Drive 
Lafayette, LA 70501 


