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FROM THE EDITOR

The L. A. S. Newsletter is alive and
well, although slightly late in going to press,
and ! believe you will find the information
contained in the current issue to be of interest.
Farticuiarly important are the notes and forms
concerning the 1880 annual meeting in
Alexandria. Now is the time to submit your
paper abstracts, send in your preregistration
form, and make pians to attend.

Recently | have begun to pubi:sh a few
papers previously presented at past L. A. S.
meetings. 1| feel that this is a good way to
disseminate important information that other-
wise would be available only to those
members who attended the meetings, and |
would like to continue this trend. Thus, if any
of the members have copies of past papers,
and they wouid like to see them published,
please send them in. Of course, | do not want
only papers from past meetings, as it would be
nice to have a few new articles, based on
current research, for the next issue or two.

Richard Weinstein
Newsletter Editor

HAVE A FRIEND JOIN THE
LQ&Q@Q

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70802 '

Summer 1989

MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE MEETING

Coastal Environments, Inc.
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
May 27, 1989

Reported by Nina Russell
L. A. S. Secretary

The meeting was called to order by the
President, Ray Frediund. Those in attendance
included: David R. Jeane (Treasurer), Nina
Russell (Secretary), Robert W. Neuman (Bulle-
tin Editor), Richard Weinstein (Newsletter Ed-
itor), John Guy (At-Large Representative),
Bettie Pendley (Deita Chapter Represen-
tative), Jo Crosby, and David Babson.

A motion was passed to dispense with
the reading of the minutes of the last com-
mittee meeting.

After a discussion of the finances of the
annual meeting in Lake Charles, a decision
was made to send a letter to Harry Tanner and
Joe Frank requesting the information on the
total income and expenditures of the meeting.

David Jeane reported that the CD at the
First National Bank of Commerce in New
Orleans has been changed from Linda
Jackson's name to his. Then he presented the
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LOUISIANA ARCHABOLOGICAL SOCIETY TREASURER'S REPORT
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING-BATON ROUGE, MaY 27, 1989

Period covered by this report - 01/20/8% thru 05/24/89

SAVINGS ACCOUNT

Certificate of Deposit 3000307847 Loulsiana
Archaeologlcal Society- Flzst Natlonal Bank of Commerce
Amoco Branch, P.0.Box 60279, New Orleans, La.70150

GDEHQd '10/03/88’-wt----¢¢l09-oa¢.-¢e»$2000000
Interest thrw 031/26/89......000cceceas 36.48

TOTAL SAVINGS $2036.48

CHECKING ACCOUNT
Account #005-338-4 Louisiana Archaecloglcal Soclety
Cltizens Bank & Trust Company, 3pringhill, La. 71075

INCOME:
Funds transfervred from Linda Church.......$4540.91
Rich Weinstein publication sales.......... 279.00
1987 Membershlp dues recelved............. 30.00
1988 Membership dues recelved............. 90.00
1989 Membership dues recelved............. 1634.00
Treasurer publlicatlion sales........c.cc00. 16.00

Checking account Interest..........o000se4 78.00
TOTAL INCOME £6661,.9)1

EXPENSES:
PoBtage. .. ccaneceasrocnans A crr e b 95.71
Telephone.oﬂ0!GQCIGDOI.Q.IIO.GIO.BB..OIIE. 29.97

Offlce Supplies......viiiioeennecananncans 24.98
Printing (memb. cards, envel., statlon.).. 143.76
Bank of 8t. John (research)......¢¢ev..... 118.00
Citizens Bank (checksS)...voccivcrennnenana 45.22
Anthony-Bzryan Insurance (Treasurer's bond) 100.00
Bounced check + 82.00 FeB8......00c0vccuecas 20.00

IOTAL EXPENSES $577.64
BALANCE IN CHECKINRG ACCOUNT $6084.27
"TOTAL AS3ETS $8120.75

Respectfully submitted:

ola’,

David PJeane Treasurer 05/27/8%






PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATIONS
AT THE PETER HILL SITE,
16 Iv 2*

By
Ray Frediund
Phillp G. Rivet
Richard A. Weinstein

Abstract

The Baton Rouge Chapter of the
Louisiana Archaeological Society conducted
test excavations at the Peier Hill site (16 IV 2)
from 1979 to 1981. The site consists of two
earthen platform mounds located along Bayou
Grosse Tete, approximately two and one-half
miles north of the community of Rosedale, in
northeastern Iberville Parish. The investi-
gations included a total of five test pits located
in and around the flanks of Mound A. Analysis
of the material recovered indicates a Mis-
sissippi period occupation of the site, related
to the Medora and Defia Natchezan phases of
the Plaquemine cuiturs.

introduction

The Baton Rouge Chapter of the L. A.
S. became aware of the possibility of
conducting an archaeological research project
at the FPeter Hill site (18 IV 2) in the winter of
1878-79. A member of the chapter who lived
in the general area of the site knew ths
landowner and obtained permission to assess
the site and perform test excavations. Qur first
visit to the site was in March of 1979. We
discovered at that time that our investigation
would be limited tc Mound A, the easternmost
mound, since Mound B was located on
another property. This was not a major
disappointment, however, gince Mound B was
located in cow pasture and had apparently
been a favored grazing area since it was
shaded by trees growing on if. Excavation

* This article is a shightly modified version of a paper
originally presented at the 8th annual mesting of the
Louisiana Archasological Socisty, Thibodaux. i is of-
fered here basically as it was written in 1982. Because of
several important changes in interpretations that have
taken place since then, however, an editor's note has
been included at the conclusion of the article addressing
these changes.

activities and cows are somewhat incom-
patibie.

Mound A is surrounded on three sides
by soybean fields. Overhanging limbs from
trees growing on the mound had discouraged
cultivation close to the mound, sc we had a
considerable margin of unfarmed flat land in
which to work, particularly to the south and
southwest, whsre we planned cur initial
excavation.

Surface coilections were made in the
surrounding fields when conditions permitted.
Qur plans to do a controfted collection over an
extensive area wera thwarted by the farming
techniques employed. The farmer did not
plow up the winter weed cover during two of
the past three seascns prior to planting,
apparently in an effort to avoid soil erosion.

The management and coordination of
the investigations has been a joint effort of
professionals and amateurs. The initial plan
for excavaticn was established by Wayne
Glander, who also coordinated activities until
his departure from Louisiana. Fhilip "Duks"
Rivet took over when Wayne left. Fieldwork
parties were organized jointly by amateurs
and professionals, with actual fieldwork under
the direction of a professional, or, as a min-
imum, an experienced amateur. Cataloging
work sessions followed the same pattern.
Analysis and interpretive work was done by
the professionals who coauthored this paper.

Setting

The Peter Hill site is located on the east
side of Bayou Grosse Tete, in northeastern
Iberville Parish, approximately 2.5 mi north of
the community of Rosedaie. The site consists
of two truncated pyramidal mounds separated
by a plaza (Figure 1).

Mound A is approximately 10 ft in
height and 100 ft in diameter, and is covered
with a dense growth of trees, bamboo, vines,
and brush. At present, a soybean field
surrounds it on three sides. Mound B, located
to the west of Mound A, is smaller in size,
being approximately 7 ft in height and 60 ft in
diameter. It stands in a pasture, and, like
Mound A, has trees growing on it. Both
mounds are visible from Louisiana Highway
411, and ars in good condition.






The repcrt concentrated on known indian
mounds and midden sites from which surface
coilections were made. Based on the material
collected, Kniffen attempted to place the
various sites within a chronological frame-
work, something new and highly important at
the time. Because the collection from Peter
Hill contained marker sherds of what Kniffen
termed the "Natchez" and "Tunica" complexes,
the site was classified as an historic site,
aithough no European trade items were found
{Kniffen 1938).

The nexi important investigations in the
area took place at the Medora site (16 WBR 1)
in nearby West Baton Rouge Parish.
Excavations conducted at the site by the Work
Projects Administration in 1939-'40 led to the
formuiation of the Plaguemine period, named
for the nearby town of that name. The Medora
site report, published in 1951 (Quimby 1951),
along with subsequent reports on the
Greenhouse site in Avoyelles Parish (Ford
1951), the Anna and Gordon sites near
Natchez, Mississippi (Cotter 1951, 1952), and
the Bayou Goula site in Iberville Parish
(Quimby 1957), provided the basic docu-
mentation for the Plaquemine culture period.

The Plaquemine concept remained
basically unchanged untii the appearance of
Phitip Phillips’ monumental assessment of the
archaeology of the Lower Yazoo Basin,
Mississippi, in 1970 (Phillips 1970). In that
publication, Plaquemine is described as one
of two distinct cultures that coexisted in the
Lower Mississippi Valley during the Mis-
sissippi period. It is defined as the culture
which succeeded the Coles Creek culture in
the Lower Mississippi Valley. The second
culture existing during this period, the
Mississippian, originated in the the northern
part of the Lower Mississippi Valley, and,
uniike the Plaquemine culture, is charac-
terized by shell-tempered ceramics. Thus, ac-
cording to Phillips’ scheme, the Peter Hill site
is a Plaquemine culture site of the Mississippi
period.

Phillips went one step further, however,
and defined phases of the Plaquemine
cuiture. Sites in the gensrai area under con-
sideration were grouped into two phases,
Medora and Dseita Natchezan, the Medora
phase being the earlier of the two. As will be
discussed later, components representing

both of these phases are present at Peter Hiil.

Later, work by David Hally in the
Tensas Basin of northeastern Louisiana, and
by Jeffrey Brain, lan Brown, and Vincas
Steponaitis in the vicinity of Natchez and the
Yazoo Bluff region of Mississippi, resulted in
the refinement of Plaguemine cuiture chron-
ology and ceramic typoiogy (Brown 1973,
1977, 1S79; Hally 1872; Steponaitis 1974,
1981)

More recently, salvage excavations
conducted by the State Archaeologist's Office
in 1977 at the St. Gabriel site (16 IV 128),
located on the east side of the Mississippi
River in ibervilie Parish, reveaied the pres-
ence of a Plaquemine culture component
(Woodiel 1980).

As a result of the work of the various
investigators cited above, along with nu-
merous others not cited in this paper, a picture
of Plaquemine cuiture has emerged which has
been characterized by Steponaitis (1974) as
follows:

...a hierarchical socio-political or-
ganization archaeologically mani-
fested in the presence of "large
ceremonial centers"; a demo-
graphic pattern of dispersed settle-
ment; rectangular wattle and daub
houses built with wooden posts set
in wall trenches; a subsistence
base of maize agriculture supple-
mented by hunting and fishing; a
ceramic complex characterized by
the ware Addis Plain, along with a
decorative repertoire consisting of
both rectilinear and curvilinear
elements; ground stone artifacts; a
low level of chipped stone work-
manship; and a pattern of lithic
economy, whereby chipped stone
was repiaced by bons and cane
tools whenever possible.

Current Excavations

The original investigation plan called
for three 2-by-2-m test pits to be dug
immediately adjacent to Mound A (Figure 2).
Test Pits 1 and 2 were located southwest of
the mound, whiie Test Pit 3 was placed south
of the mound. All excavation was by means of

L
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Table 3 presents the ceramics
recovered from the four leveis of Test Pit 3.
Once again, the most common are Addis
Plain, var. Addis, Plaquemine Brushed, var.
Plagquemine, and Mazigue incised, var.
Manchac.

Summary and Conciusions

The material recovered to date from the
Peter Hill site consists primarily of ceramics.
Consequently, conclusions concerning the
cultural affiliation of the site are based, aimost
entirely, on the ceramics.

As stated previously, the vast majority of
sherds are plainware, specifically Addis Plain,
var. Addis. The most common decorated
ceramics, in order of frequency, are: Pla-
quemine Brushed, var. Plaguemine, Mazique
incised, var. Manchac, and Coles Creek
Incised, var. Harady.

The predominance of these types and
varieties points to a solid Plaquemine culture
component, the main occupation occurring
during the early Mississippi period, specifically
the Medora phase. The presence of the types
and varieties described above, as well as
others, such as Anna Incised, var. Australia,
Canter Engraved, var. Carfer, and L'Eau Noire
Incised, var. Bayou Bourbe, places the main
occupation of the site in the A.D. 1600-1300
time range. The occupation was evidently not

confined to these dates, however, as the
presence of other marker types, such as
Fatherland Incised, var. Fatherland and Mad-
dox Engraved, var. Emerald, and Leland
incised, var. Blanchard, indicates a later, late
prehistoric or possibly protohistoric occupa-
tion, corresponding to the Delta Natchezan
phase. Significantly absent from the site are
Eurcpean trade goods, indicating that
occupation of the site had ceased prior to
main European contact.

In summary, Peter Hill represents a
Mississippi period occupation of peoples
beionging to the Plaquemine cuiture. The
main occupation occurred during early
Mississippi times (ca. A.D. 1000-1300), known
locally as the Medora phase, although a later
occupation evidently took place during the
Delta Natchezan phase {(ca. A.D. 1300-1700).

Editor's Note

Since this paper was presented over seven
years ago, there have been several important contri-
butions to the archaeclogy of the Lower Mississippi
Valley. These provide new data that necessitate the
following changes and comments.

By iar, the most striking change is the recog-
nition that the major component at the Peter Hill site now
would appear 1o be late in the Coles Creek period, during
the area's St. Gabriel phase {Brown 1985b; Weinstein
1987a; Woodiel 1980). This phase is based on data
supplied by Williams and Brain (1983} suggesting that
components containing Coles Creek Incised, var. Hardy,

Table 3. Aboriginal ceramics recovered from Test Fit 3 at the Peter Hill site,

JEST PIT 3 TEST MT 2 JEST PIT 3 TEST PIT 3 TESY PIT
0-19 em 10-20 em 20-33 om 30-40 em TOTALS
80DY [ RiM [TOTAL % TOTAL E'ODYi Ri% |TCTAL]% TOTAL) BGDY] RisITOTAL|% YOYAL; BODY | RIM {TOTALI% TOTALI I TOTAL|% TOTAL
Addis Plain
var. Addis 145 ] 151 §0.986 | 285 7 272 94.434 37 1 38 79.17 15 1 16 84.21 481 91.83
Calas Creek Inclsed
var. Hardy 1 i 0,88 1 1 o, 2 0.40
Faltharland tncised
val, unspasiied 1 1 .35 1 6.20
Harrisor Bayou inclsed
var. Hamison Bayou 1 i 0.38 1 8.2a
Mazique Incised
var. Manchac 5 5 3.01% L] .00 k 1 E.28 [ 1.08
Plaquemine Brushed
var. Plaqueming 7 T 4.22 7 2 9 3.13 ] 1 10 10.82 1 1 5.28 28 5.18
Unelassifisd incised
siraight-line incisions 2 2 1.20 4 4 1. 8 1.20
Unclassified Punclaled 1 ] 5.28 "] 0.00
TOTAL 1881 7 [ 168 {100 60 }278) 16| 288 | 160.00] 48 | 2 40 [ 100,00 17 2 1% | 100.00 542 | 100,00
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chapter dig at the Caldwelt site.
Here is a calendar of the pianned
meetings for the next six months:

September 24-30 -- This is the
Louisiana Archaeoclogy Week. Chapter
members will participate in a number of
activities, both in Monroe and around
the state.

September 25 -- Dennis Jones, of
the Museum of Geoscience, LSU,
Baton Rouge, will present a talk entitled
"Prehistoric investigations and Mound
Explorations in Louisiana®.

September 30 -- We will have our
annual picnic at the Poverty Point State
Commemorative Area. Picnic will begin
around 10:00 am.

October 12 -- Qur regular meeting
will feature Mr. Carey Geiger, Gautier,
Mississippi, an active member of the
Mississippi Archaeological Association.
Carey will present a paper, entitled
"The .Beaumont Graveil Pit Site, Perry
County, Mississippi". The site has pro-
duced evidence of Transitional Paleo-
indian and Early Archaic cultures; on
through the early Mississippi period.

October 28 -- This is a tentative date
for a field trip. Mr. Sam Brookes of
Vicksburg, Mississippi, and President of
the Mississippi Archaeological Asso-
ciation, has invited us to join him in
Naichez, Mississippi, where we will tour
the Fatherland site, and other nearby
locales.

November 17 -- Our regular meeting
will once again feature Sam Brookes,
archaeologist with the Nationa! Forest
Service, and Dr. Jay Johnson, of the
University of Mississippi, who will
discuss "Benton Points, Turkey Tails,
and Cache Biades: Middle Archaic
Exchange in the Southeast. This pro-
gram is a must for everyonet

December 8 -- We will have our
annual Christmas party at the beautiful
Bayou Desiard home of Ron and Nina
Davis.

January 18, 1990 -- Our regular
meeting will offer a slide presentation of
our spring 1989 dig. We will also
discuss plans for attending the State
meeting in Alexandria.

February 15 -- Our regular meeting
will feature John Belmont, an indepen-

dent archaeologist working in the
Tensas Basin, His talk will focus on
ceramic typology of northeast Loui-
siana, and cultural affiliations asso-
ciated with pottery styles and designs.
Lastly, we would like tc welcome John
Belmont to northeast Louisiana. His guidance
and expertise are welcomed with open arms.
If anyone has any questions concerning
the scheduie offered above, or has any com-
ments, please contact Claire Davis at (318}
325-0782 or David Jones at (318) 386-7817.

UPCOMING MEETINGS

Southeastern Archaeological
Conference

The forty-sixth Southeastern Archae-
ological Conference will be heid November 8
through 11, 1589, at the Harbour Isiand Hotet
in Tampa, Florida. The conference is spon-
sored by the Department of Anthropology,
University of South Florida. Nancy White is
Local Arrangements chair and Program Or-
ganizer. '

A gala reception is planned on
Thursday evening, November 3, at the Henry
Plant Museum in conjunction with the ever-
popuiar "Great Wines of SEAC". The hoteal
verandah, ¢veriooking the gardens and the
Hiflsboro River, shouid be an ideal location for
these events. A traveling exhibit on the De
Soto entrada will be on view at the museum at
that time, in celebration of the 450th an-
niversary of De Soto’s landing at Tampa Bay
in 1539.

For more information, contact Nancy
White, Department of Anthropology, University
of South Fiorida, 4202 Fowier Avenue,
Tampa, Florida 33620, (813) 974-2150 or
(813) 974-2209.

PUBLICATIONS

The Archeolcgical Society of Virginia
(ASV) is pleased to announce two new
publications -- A Guide to the identification of
Virginia Projectile Points, by W. Jack Hranicky
and Floyd Painter, and Using Geological
Survey Topographic Maps, by W. Jack
Hranicky.

The first publication contains over 89
point types, most of which are found in the
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