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LOUISIANA ARCHAEOLOGY MONTHI

The Louisiana Archaeological Society celebrates more

than 50 years of bringing together individuals interested in
investigating and preserving the cultural heritage and history
of our state. Volunteers work side-by-side with archaeologists
in research and excavations. Have you ever wanted to
participate in archaeological research? Discover what
archaeology can reveal about the history of your community
during one of the many events offered during Louisiana
Archaeology Month.

Volunteers look for artifacts by sifting through excavated
soil at the Lac St Agnes mound site in Avoyelles Parish.

Volunteers sort and catalog artifacts
from the Lac St. Agnes Mound site.

-

Local enthusiasts conduct field investigations with
archaeologists at the Tom Field’s site in Union parish.

j s

4‘\\ gummer Camp

Louisiana School for the
Visually Impaired students
explore archaeology during
summer camp.

=

Volunteers attend workshops to School children discover how
learn how to interpret artifacts. archaeologists learn about the past.

Students work alongside archaeologists
to learn field techniques.




LAS NEWSLETTER(S3)

Cwha ¢1 9 95L¢hwQ{

Mark A. Reed)niversity of Louisiana at Lafayette

EveryOctober the State of Louisianalong with other
states,celebrates Archaeology Montls shown on the
cover of this Newsletter the Louisiana Archaeology
Month poster for 2024 commemoratesthe Louisiana

I NOKI S2f 2 3fifteth annijerdatyXsBdipaga a

of this Newsletterfor the full poster). As mentioned in
the Summer 2024 LABwsletter(Vol. 52, No. 2pn May

25, 1974, a group of avocational and professional
archaeologists met in Jonesville, Louisitmastablish a
state-wide society for the advancement and support of
archaeology. Sherwood Gagliano chaired the meeting
and Clarence H. Webb was elected as the first President
of the LAS (see LA&pecial PublicatioNo. 2).

The LAS and Louisiana Archaeology Month have shared
goalsof public educationinterpretation, andconserving
the archaeological record of the statelLouisiana
Archaeology Month is organized and promoted each
year by the Louisian®ffice of Cultural Development,
Division of ArchaeologyPresentations exhibits, and
events are scheduled throughothe state.Among the
many upcoming events are: Rangerguided hike and
earth oven cooking demonstration at Poverty Point
World Heritage Sitgpresentations oriThe First Settlers
of Livingston ParishL5,000years ago to 1500 AD | Yy R
Ashland Belle HelenBlantation, and an exhibit o&l
Nuevo Constanteshipwreck.For dates, locations, and
more information, check out th€alendarand Map on
the Louisiana Archaeology Mongage of the Division of

I NOK I S @dbgted e dadiana Chaptesf the LAS
and Anthropology Societgt the University of Louisiana
at Lafayetteare cehostinga series of pblic presentat
ions andevents(see page 2of thisNewslette). Plan to
attend, host, or participate in an event near you and
DiscovetlouisianagArchaeology

In addition to Louisiana Archaeology Month, other
important news in thisNewsletterincludes theannual
LASneeting(see page 8). The LAS executive committee
is pleased to announce a joint conference will be held
with the Mississippi Archaeological Association (M@h)
February 2123, 2025 in Natchez, Mississippi. The
meeting venue, lodging, and additional conference
information will beannouncedsoon on thdLASandMAA
websites.

Articles of interest in thidNewslettershare a common
theme of public archaeology that intersects plantation,
urban, and rural contextsThe Evergreen Plantation
Archaeological SurvdiEPAS)ed byDr. Jayur Mehtaut

5 of Floyda State University, is one of the most important

collaborative, community archaeology projects in the
state. Louisiana has hundreds of Antebellum and post
bellum plantations, notably along the Mississippi and
Red riversEvergreen Plantatiorll6SJB6Ris aNational
Historic LandmarHisted on the National Registelt is
also among the plantations on the West Bank of the
Mississippi River that are endangered by encroaching
industrialization (see Summer 2023 LW&wsletter Vol.
51, No. 2)The EPAB uncoveing the hidden historypf
enslavedpeople through community collaboration and
public outreach.

Recent archaeological investigations &t. Louis
Cathedralby Ryan Graywith the University of New
Orleans highlight the critical importance of urban
archaeology, especially in a cityat so stridentlytouts

its history, culture, and heritage. Public interest in
archaeology becomes readily apparent in such well
known and heavily trafficked spacé&ew Orleans should
have &ull-time City Archaeologist, as it once had, for the
edification of Louisiana residents and visitors, as well as
the investigation and conservation of its endangered and
subsiding archaeological record.

In the piney hills near the Arkansas border 240 miles to
the northwest, the Archeology Research Center at the
Union Museum of History and A Farmerville has
begun fieldwork with the goals of public education and
community participation. Archaeology has an uncanny
way of getting people interested in its subject matter,
materiality, and what it can tell us aboourselves and
the past, whether in the middle of a city, beside a Great
River, or in a forest.Fortunately, it is Louisiana
Archaeology Month. Spad the word and read on.
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FIELD NOTES AND RECENT RESEARCH

Evergreen Plantation Archaeological Survey 2024
Tara Skipton
University of Texas at Austin

The Evergreen Plantation Archaeological Survey (EPAS) material other than metal, and we found lots of metal.

returned to St. John the Baptist Parish this summer for
itsthird fielda S+ a2y ® ¢ KA &
this time around: 1) to fully expose and define the
bewildering brick feature from previous seasons, and 2)
to explore GPR anomalies behind extamheteenth
century cabins of the enslaved closer to the sugar mill. By
the end of the field season, we left with more thoughts
than answers, but we learned a lot from each other and
from the local ommunities of Wallace and Edgard.

Feature 3t Evergreen Plantatiod6SJB63vas bornon
backfill dayin 2021 during9t ! { Q Jield Bdadbh (i
(Figure 1) After spending the first half of the day
excavating what we could and piep#tting each brick
we saw in the onset of a downpour, we filled in the unit,
with a potential walkway as our best gue3se main
focus of that season was recovering the location of an
unmapped structure, lost on paper but not in memory.
Earlier, we founda doublesided brickbeneath the
surface 15m north of Feature 3. Although the brick in
Feature 3 appeared a lot more orange and felt a lot softer
than the fireplace, wéhought that maybe some reuse of
materials was afoot.

o Ris v
end of the season

Figure 1Aerial view of Feature 3 at the
When we exposed more of Feature 3 in our 2023 field
school and this season in 202#wever, its full shape
was entirely unexpecte@Figure 2) While excavations in
2023 focused on exposing as much of the brick as
possible, the goal for 2024 was to assess what lay around
its perimeter. Excavations just east of the pentagonal,
multi-tiered Feature 3 revealed a noticeable charcoal
deposit It was amidst relatively limited amounts of

Somewas identifiable but most was not Amongthe

a S a2y QadentfidBnetal KriifaRtswére & bastallfilé and a chain

with a numbered brass tagVhat we thoughtwassome
sort of ammunition (clearly, no firearm experts were on
the crew), turned out to be the heads of lead roofing
nails, likely indicating the presence of a tin roof over
whatever structure Feature 3 represents.

But the most troweldropping find in this area was
flattened 1802 Spanish coffrigure 3) Even though the
bricks appear to be older than the artifacts we found, all
other materials in this assemblage still dated to the early
twentieth century, just like we found in other contexts
around the quarters. Perhaps someone held onto this
coin as an heirloom or keepsake before unfortunately
dropping it andnever seég itagain.

After discussing our perplexing array of clues with
9PSNAENBSYQa KAAG2NARIYX aAiol
that Feature 3 is the remains of a sawmill that was in
operation sometime between 1894nd 1930 when the
Songy family owned the property. The missing bricks in
the center may have been dislodged and relocated
elsewhere during the removal of the heavy equipment in
the 1940s. The Spanish cairight not only have been
lost, but accidentally dropped into the machineand
flattened. The old bricks could represent a reuse of
materials The bastard file seems on par with the toolkit
accompanying a sawmill, and perhaps that chain and tag
marked lumber lots or was simply a makeshift way to
keep the doorclosed. Overall, Feature 3 has taken us on
a whirlwind of imaginative interpretation&igure 4)and

we hope the dots are finallgonnecting

For the second halbf the season, the EPAS crew
explored what lay behind the quarters closer to the sugar
mill. An old 1851 map of Evergre@Hantationdepicts
only 14 cabins out of the 22 that stand today, isavas
thought that some of the cabinsight have beerbuilt
earlier than others In the 2023 field school, cabin
excavationscloser to the big house yielded eary
twentieth century materials with only a few materials
that could date back to the midineteenth century. $
we opened units on the otheside of the quarters
complexto test whether there was a disparity in dates of
construction.
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Figure 3Spanish coin dating to 1
(Front above; back below). 4
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Most GPR anomalies in this area were nothing more than should do. Given the context, it was most likely not
an intense amount of tree roots. At the front of Cabin 22,  associated witha tribe, and he recommended that we
we uncovered a loose pebbindmortar feature that rebury it in the unit if the landowner agreed. So, we kept
surrounded a piece of rebar. This could be the itin a safe place until the end of the season.

foundation of some steps leading wp the front of the
cabin. However, we spent most of our efforts behind
Cabin 21 after it produced distinct changes in soil color
that we did not see in other uni{&igure 5). This ardwad

In the meantime, we hosted an array of visitors as we

finished up the field seasoWe wanted toopen the

project to those interestedand to also get practice

a relatively large amount of faunal remains. Here, we talking with a variety ofpeople First, we had an

found a few comple glass bottles more. cerar;1ic Archaeology Community Day for oura rghqeolo,gy frler]ds L

sherds, and another trowalropping dis’covery angl golleaggesMany stoppedby 0ass 2 KA hu e
' ) 0SSY R2AYy3 00S 2y U0UKS f 2z

> ' . invitation!). Then, we had two groups of descendants

stop by: Jo and Joy Banner from the Descendants Project

accompaied a family from Baton Rouge dluneteenth

and the family of Joe, the toughest guy my husband and

| befriended at the local gym.

Especially for descendants, | find it important to give the
same insight on protocols faliscovering human remains
as | gve to students just in case anyone believes that we
bulldoze right through buria)®r bag everything up to be
stored in a box back home, never to be seen again. This
e o S time, | also disglosed theAdiscovery of the :tooth and our
Figure 5Operations behind Cabin 21 Lt +ya G2 NBOodzZNE AU ®-niecedzi
immediately gave me the sassiest and most shocked
owhyZ That made me stop in my tracks. | told her this
wastypically what we do out of respect fahe person
and their descendantsSheasked about the gssibility of
DNA testing since there are so few resources for
recounting Black ancestry. We both knew about the
shortcomings of the archive, and she saw reburying the
tooth as another way of shrouding that history. Of
O2dzNAESZ 5b! I yI ffud Bographys iy QG
it can at least tell us something abaaperson for whom
we know almost nothing about.

| started about half of our morninghis seasorwith a
mini lecture over breakfaston various topics in
archaeology, like sampling strategies, the scientific
method, andflotation samples! always dedicate one of
these mornings to discuisgywhat wewould doif we find
human remains Snce it is one of the most common
guestions from friends, family, and acquaintancemte
that we are excavating in areas very unlikely to contain
human remainsbut this informationis useful for future
archaeologists

After that morning, every now and then, students would _ ) _

gasp as theyound yet another tooth behind Cabin 21. There is no_smgular descendant communlty for those
Theytook their best guesss at what animal it came who once lived at Evergreeflantation but many
from, buttherewasl f 6+ &84 + tAGGE S R2WHPIs agdigniizpre jodayajfeetgd;by the work
know, it could look a little humah & KK ¢ a2 a i 2 ¥V€§hese tg goyardsnot do. We continue to hold onto
AGQE F LI G220Ko azad 27T MgRot aspvg qogligue to gak magerdgsgendgnis wrel s
student insisted that everyone look closer. This tooth ~ €ommunity members for their input. So far, these
had three robust roots, stilylistening and intet enamel, discussions have produped more clgrlty and reassurance
FYR | NBtFGABSte Tt d ONe Ryfgure sigRs. W will be gqlygniqg) 10 RUprarepn qzy
identification nor in human osteology, bittg | & y 2 LJCBipgon for another season of excavation next
tooth. Pictureswere sentii 2 Cf 2 NA RF  { { | (S§MMena0dye RGps yQusSp by as we leaore.

bioarchaeologst, Dr. Geoffrey Thomaaho confirmedit Formore information, emaime at:
was human. taraskipton@utexas.edu ,

We stopped excavating in that area while we emailed =
state archaeologist Chip McGimsey to discuss what we

5
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Figure 6 EPAS students showing finds to archaeologists from TRC and Gdoédssociate®n Archaeology Community Day

] ¥
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Figure 7EPAS 2024 field crew in really cool shirts designed by Isaac Jordan

6
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Recent Archaeology at St. Louis Cathedral visited, along with preservation professionals, historians,
D. Ryan Gray, University of New Orleans and other archaeologists. Of course, there were also
LG OSNIFAYte g1 aymg Atoundl f (Chaprges jneexpavatiagen saeq @ yestricted and high
Thanksgiving of last year, we learned tiradvance of traffic area. Archaeology usually is messy, and where to

a planned restoration project at St. Louis Cathedral, SCr€€n soils was an issue, espdly when we reached
contractors had excavated two pits in the nave and inundated, mucky soils that required water screening.

narthex of the church, and that they would need to open For th_ese IOW?rSO'IS' Wh_'Ch contained th_e earhes_t
at least two more. These were intended to help deposits, we ultimately decided to bag the soils and bring
. e A = 1L~ K4 | A
architects and engineers evaluatike foundations and u _K SY 0 POl G2 jbh T Z,N‘J _T A y S
make sure that they were in good condition. The ca. 1849 still processing those sgmple_s, and pulling tiny b't$ of fish
Cathedral is perhaps one of the most iconic features of bone_, beads, and straight pins ou_t of t_henstructlon
the New Orleans cityscapand this was an unmatched _debrls.Somephotos of the excavations in progreas
opportunity to get a view of the development of the site. included here
While the final plans for the Cathedral restoration will
ultimately determine the scope of the analyses done
now, you can read more about the project in articles
published inPreservation in Prirdt:
https://prcno.org/st-louis-cathedratunc-archaeology
projectdocumentsthree-centuriesof-history/

Archaeologists from UNO initially visited to document
the pits that were already open. The profiles of these
excavations revealed a complex construction sequence
spanning some 2 meters in depth. There were distinct
layers associated with an early churclorfpleted in
1727), a series of renovations to it throughout the mid
eighteenth century, its destruction in the Good Friday  An article that appeared i b h Sifver and Blue

fire of 1788, and the construction of the replacement  alumnae magazine reproducecn the following pages

/T GKSRNY £ GKFEG 2LISYSR AYy namdpan®e fdufidlorline BefeNDSR (G KS / A G @
Catholic population untit was replaced by the building https://www.uno.edu/media/37226

that is still on the site now. Given the sensitivity of the  You can also look for new online exhibits to be launched
deposits, UNO was eventually allowed to excavate the on New Orleans Historical

next two pits, on either side of a doorway at the front of  https://neworleanshistorical.org/items/show/1727and

the Cathedral. 2y | kdalbgltpage

https://hub.catalogit.app/9619

It was a rewarding experience in public archaeology, to
be sure. Hundreds of people passed by every day, taking
photographs and asking questions. Local news crews

= e \ = l

Left: UNO achaeologistscreen soil while crowds watch street performers in Jackson SqRaylet Excavation in front of St. Louis
Cathedral. 7


https://prcno.org/st-louis-cathedral-uno-archaeology-project-documents-three-centuries-of-history/
https://prcno.org/st-louis-cathedral-uno-archaeology-project-documents-three-centuries-of-history/
https://www.uno.edu/media/37226
https://neworleanshistorical.org/items/show/1727
https://hub.catalogit.app/9619

LAS NEWSLETTER(3)

THE UNIVERSITY of = |
NEW ORLEANS @ 5

|
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Above Screening directly inttrailer provided by Abry Brothers in Jackson Square
Below:Screenshot from 3D rendering of interior excavation by Noah Fulmer
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Littice BacorBlood, with photographs by Esther Clowney
[Reprinted with permission fror8ilver & BlugSpring
2024, Vol. 48, Issue 1, pp.-34]

AN

Left: UNO student Madison Mollere
holds bead and straight pins from
fine screened samples recovered
during Cathedral excavation.

9EOI @I i Sél-a-lLNVY R (LONH 23 @é /

WHILE A BRASS BAND PLAYED TO THE DELIGHT
tourists who clapped and swayed to the spirited beats
that filled the air in Jackson Square one breezy January
afternoon, a short distance away, University of New
Orleans students stood siftinditerallyt through the

soils of time at St. Louis Cathedral.

The famed cathedral, located in the French Quarter,
sits on one of the oldest church sites in North America.
The first church constructed on the site dates to thé& 18
century. University of New Orleans anthropology
professorRyan Gray, who specializes in urban historical
archaeologyin the city of New Orleans, and his team
were examining a portion of the 306@earold
foundation.
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According to a welcome plaque placed in the
vestibule of the main sanctuary, the current cathedral
wascompleted in 1851 and is built over the foundations
of acolonial 1727 church. It is the oldest active cathedral
in the UnitedStates, according to church officials.

G2S KI@S 2GKSNJ LINr2SOGa
y2i 2F0Sy GKIFG @&2dz 3SG LN
dzy RSNY SIGK {Gd [2dAa /| GKSE
associate director of the Midlo Center for New Orleans
{ GdzRA S& @ & l-ofra-kiMdBprofedt! @ may spend 2
the rest ofmy career doing archaeology in the city and
this may be the onlyime we get to do something like
this.€

GLGQA& NI NPresarded Kdneh Solosisd érd
sites, even ini KS CNBYy OK vdzl NIl SNJ o
so much building that ha& | LILJISY SR 2y G2
Gray says.

As part of a planned restoration project, contractors
excavatedtwo pits to examine the condition of the
OF G KSRNJI f Q avhichk fvakzylardl iri 4829y he
Archdiocese of New Orleans requestel b h Q&
archaeological team after contractors came across yNO professor Ryan Gray examines the excavation site inside

evidence ofnuch older foundations, Gray says. St. Louis Cathedral.

428 6SNB oftS (2 RSGSNYAYS GKIFIG GKS&aS SIFNEASN
foundations werealmost definitely those of the St. Louis ~_ 1ne excavated site measures about six feet deep and
Churchconstructed in 1724.727, the first permanent is located iran interior side foyer.

a0 NHzOGdzNB o6dzAt (0 2y G & A § S\E gnusiINama@unt ¢f ting straight dinsSvas found
artifacts in the layers consistent with this period, among thelayers, Gray says. He believes these brass
including both French and Native American pottery, straight pins were used tfashion curtains in the earliest
glass, clay smoking piagments, fish bone, a part of a church.

religious medallion, a bead, aptdl A f a ® ¢

UNO researcher Elizabeth Williams excavates a site inside St. Louis Artifacts foundfrom colonial era layers.
Cathedral in New Orleans, the oldest active cathedral in the U.S.

10
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G2 KSy GKS OKdz2NOK g1l &
were nog Ay R2g LI ySa
stretched fabric across th@indows, and we think that
the reason we have so many straight piashat what
was being used to hold the fabric; to pin it in place and

K2fR AG GAIKGDE

In addition, when the team cleaned up the
excavations an@éxaminedthe stratigraphy, they found
that the various layers containea record of the entire
18" century history of the site, Gray says.

GLY Ot dzZRAY3I NBy20I GA2Yy A
of the 1788fire, the reconstruction of the cathedral in
1794, and its expansiomto the present version in
MyngZé DNI & &l @ad d«ldsllyvite LIS
the contractors on the next excavatioplanned to span
the front right doorway of thecathedral, we can help
refine the chronology of theite in the 18th century and
use the layers to thinkabout the social history of this
area atthe centerofl KS OA G & d¢

DN} 8Qa KAAaG2NROI f
by public and private entities when somethingf

& -3

Pictured leftto right: Dr. Ryan Gray d

La
S @pbdS NI i S

zaliAy w2S Oht, ud)aﬁlsté &unningharfvolunteer),

F A NArdhaedldgifal FignSidancd ys unearhedle rioktS NB
I @1 Af I 0f Secéntly vitdaw a teamn éxdadating ahdEdme

OA
[

iKS
fFYRYIFN] = al RIYfe sadricydesi
building in the French Quartelyilt in 1789.

l'a GKS OF GKSRNI f Qa sddl f
the start of mass, Gray and his crew cleaced of the
foyer. There is no excavating during tervice, he says.

Gray headed to a screen station that wset up
outside to examine some of the finds that have been
0F33aSR FyR t1F16StSRd | S@a L

( 2preveft Ithé pdiehtBldss 6F KadieEdIidical SUBFACR S y

through site documentation and preservation.

,alhbh A& 0GKS 2yfeée Ayadado
aﬂé%&lo’éigts afPcar?pat toheth¥r A project likes on
AK2NI y20A0S F2N) FyezySsé
one elsedoing this type of work in the entire city. For a
LINE 2SO0 f ArptSgettind dnya fEderdl nonéyQ a
i K S NBdaydiremest for them to dahe archaeology.

a2YSUiKAYy3a GKIFGQa NBI €
Ba I BNSI de8y KS& LIOF ¥ RSR2

0 Qa
0

A

A R

Elizabethwilliams (researchssociate), Lori Sawy@rolunteer), Rene&rickson (Ph.D. studentrban studies)
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Union Museum ArcheologResearch Center and Site 16UR153
Tom Fields

Farmerville is a small towm Union Parishof north- RSAANB g4l a TF2N (KSaeoogyh 2y
central Louisiana. Had the town not had a successful collection and exhibit to be inclusiandto promote the
athletic program, many in the state would have no idea  science of arcieology.

where Farmerville is located. LakearBonne, where
Farmerville sits on the banks, is the major draw for the
area but even the lake is not the diamond that makes
Farmerville special. The people of the commuraitg
what make the parish so specidhis is why there is a
museum in small town America.

Several years ago the Union Museum of History and Art
was formed as a location where history could come to
life through events that told the story of Louisiana
Everything from Hispanic dresses to honoring World War
Il veterans to showcasing the waters of Union Parish
that brought the community together A generous
businessman provided an oMain Sreet bank building

at a very attractive price and later donated an adjoining
building. The new museurmopenand growing.

Events would continue to bring visitors fromorth
Louisiana to Farmerville to enjoy the Folk Festival, the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, Jerry Lee Lewis Bragy
many other special eventdit there was a desire talso
have a permanent exhibitA decision was made to
exhibit a collection of artifacts from our indigenous past
It was namedthe First People of Union Parish. The
archaeology ofnorth-central Louisiana was underway in
the Union Museum of History and Art.

: ':-:;d 3

Above:Archaeologral exhibits at the Union Museum of
History and Arin FarmervilleBelow: Location of Union
Parish in Louisiana.

Floor display cases were donated awothers were
purchased Supporters from around north Louisiana
broughtthem to their new home. Claiborne Electric has
a special grant program and thmuseum applied for
funds to purchase large tablaounted display cases
computer systemand office furniture for what would
becomethe James Hardy Archeology Research Center.
Additional grant money was obtained and Jeff Girard
developed a video to be shown in thendz& S dzY Q&
archaeology section. Thmuseum had space to exhibit
artifacts, a video that addressed the first people of Union
Parish, beautiful display casesd a burning desirby
local citizens to learn about therchaeology of the area.
What was missing was something to display.

Several individual collectors donated small collections
that could be displayed but a much larger quantity of
material was needed. The museum also needed a

scientific approach to what was being displayed and
some way to share this information with the world. The

12
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The museum developed a database based on the
blFdA2ylf tnodélfor dudthgekcizSagisal
exhibits. The database formed the basis for reports and
for information displayed on a website established by the
museum. Thevebsiteisa work in progress as it expands
to include additional information that tells the story of
pre-historic north Louisiana. The website can be
accessedhereorby& 2 3f A y 3

The dilemma of needingexhibit materiak was solved.
James Hardypr whom theArcheology Research Center
was named, had beenlangtime highschool coach and
advocational arcaeologistbefore hedied. Jamedoved
archaeology. Hewas a companion of Joe Saunders on
many digs and explorations. Coach Hardy had published
several articles in the LA$ewsletter Hewas going to
help with themuseum. When he unexpectedly died, his
wife approached thenuseum with an offer. She offered
the James Hardy collectidio the museum on a long
term loan. The Hardy collection is very waiganized
and includes documentation on th@ovenience of the
materials. This made it easy to incorporate the Hardy
collection into themdza SdzyQa RIFGF o6l &$
for displayin the newly acquired exhibit cases. éflithe
display cases amow full and attractpeopleof all ages
from aroundthe region. The website is operational and
has received hits from as far away as Europe.

The ArcheologResearch Center of the Union Museum
of History and Arhow offers educatioral opportunities

for the local citizens dfiorth Louisiana. A speaker series
was introducedForeight monthsof each year a different
speaker comes to the museum to provide information on
archaeology. The guest speakers have includBihna
Greenlee from Poverty Poingate Archaeologist Chip
McGimsey, Jeff Girard fromNorthwestern State
University Dr. Gary Stringer from the University of
Louisiana Monro€ULM) and others. In support of the
speaker series the research center publishes a
newsletter every six to eight weeks. This newsletter is
available to anyonelobe added to the distribution list
emailTom Fields atlaarcheology@yahoo.com

The center also has an outreach program. It has
partnered with the Union Parish Library araffers
presentationsii 2 OKAf RNBSY R deNinef 3
Program. Local schools have been contacted and Tom
Fields has been offered thepportunity to speak to
clases The research center also has a recurring column,
The Archeologist Cornehat is published in three local
newspapers. The purpose ofetlcolumnis to educate
the local public and instill an interest amchaeology

13
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The museum display is growing. Local contract
archaeologist Wayne Abercrombie taspoken to the
museumstaffon several occasion¥Vaynewas born and
raised in Bernicelouisiana before joining the Marines,
serving inVietnam, and later livingin North Carolina.
Wayne was going to help the museum with field research
but unfortunately also passed awa§oach Hardyhad

G Cl NI S NI A fcdadhed! VWGINE &t2Bergice HiglhSchool in the 1960s.

Wayne Abercrombi@ Bouisiana collection was donated
to the museum increasing théhe museuna 02 f f S
by 50 percent A nice problem to hayéut the museum
plans b domore to be a true research center.

For three years the goal of thlames Hardy Archeology
Research Centdras beento becomea fully-functional
research centerThe plans weréo go beyond looking at
projectile points and pottery that had been donated to
the museum. There waslittle more to the displays of
artifactswithout details of where the artifacttad been
located, how deep they were found, what was found
with them, and information onthe local terrain. The
research centeplanned to damore. With the support of
ChpRVicidseyH theytdnteSookialnew stebertominga
fully-functional research center.

The centerplansto locate and document sites in and
around Union Parish in an effort to seénich cultures
were presentin the area when indigenous people
arrived, anchow they lived. Union Parish is bordered on
the east by the floodplains of the Ouachita and
MississippRivers. When crossing the Ouachita River into
Union Parish the land becomes wooded and hilly.
Numerous bayous and streams cross the area. It has
been noted in severgbublicationsthat there has been
little scientific investigation othe indigenouspeople
who livedin Union ParishResearch is needed answer
the questions ofvho, what, whenwhere, and how.

Site 16UN153

The Fieldssite (16UN153)n west-central Union Parish

has been knowmboutfor many years. Surface finds of

pottery and projectile pointhiad been collected as early

as80years ago. This end@&d years ago when the land

was purchased for a camp on Lake DarBonne. The owner

ds qlogists but there was little

esﬁnh F?h ?\yg %'I'g ?@ree at NLdow ULM)wvas

toId about a Caddo Mound i975. Even Clarence Webb

was told of this but there was little interest. Thifiye

years later Reca Jones, discoverer of Watson Brake, was

informed and was interested but unfortunately passed

away before she could visthe site The landowner
remained patient. Then in May of 2023hip M&msey


https://www.northlouisianaarchaeology.org/
https://www.northlouisianaarchaeology.org/
mailto:nlaarcheology@yahoo.com
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visited the site with several members of the loosely
formed arclaeology club, the DarBonne Diggers. Earlier
in the day the group was disappointed to find that what
was thought to be aearbymound was in fact a pimple
mound. The groumotoredto site 16UN153and found

it very interesting.

Ste 16UN153s on the edge of a bayou with large trees
and Ittle underbrush One of the DarBonneDiggers
found a sherd and flake in an armadillo backdirt pillee

site has been in a pine plantation for the last 30 years and
may havehad minimal prior disturbance. The site thus
seemedto potentially contain significant undisturbed
deposits. The DarBonne Diggers decided to undertake
investigations at the site to try and determine its age and
degree of preservation.

Before beginning any fieldwork, many steps needed to
be taken.Necessary equipment and supplies first had to
be obtained A list was prepared and the board of
directors of the museum approved the purchase. The
second step was to recruit volunteers to participate.
Twelve people volunteered to go to the site. Only one
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personhad ever beenon a dig and that wad0 years
earlier. The third step was to provide basic training in
how the fieldwork would be done \blunteers were
introduced to the collection stragégy and forms to be
used. A training program was developed and the team
came together to watch videos that ranged from shovel
testing to record taking. ChidcGimseywent the extra
mile and came to the museum to agswith the training
Heoffered helpful hints based on practical experience.

While the training took place, Tom Fields and his wife
went to the site laid outgrid lines and markedover 35
locations for shovel testing. Tlboveltests were placed

at 10m intervals along several transects across the. site
The gals were todefine the site boundaries and identify
areas for possible test excavations. A tent was erected
and suppliesvere brought tothe site. On August 12

the team met at the museum and convoy#&# miles to
thea A G S @ ¢ 2 S gGhipBhawed Wio hélpdzNL
for the first two days. Three teams were formed and one
personon each teamdug, while two screened and one
documented what was found.
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lireéhly washed artifacts at the Union Museum.

0%

| remember saying a little prayer th#te site was not
sterile. | knew iit wasthere would be no further interest
in doingfuture fieldwork. Steve Barmorgn extremdy
skillfuldigger, is learning Cherokellesaid a blessing in
Cherokee to quiet the spirits and offered a sacrifice of
G20 002d 2SS RARYQU KiakgsS
appeared from the firsshoveltests. Chip statethat we
could expecbne to threeartifactsfrom ashoveltest pit.
We were getting 5, 10, 1@nd even 2Qartifacts from
some of the pits. Of course some were dteand this
would help to define the bounda@sof the site.All of the
artifacts were bagged and transported to the museum
for washing.

The second of the two weslof fieldworkwas dedicated
to 1-by-1-meter excavations. We would excavate for
four days andn the evening of the fourth day we were
to hostthe ArchaeologicaConservancy at the museum.
On Fridaywe would be breaking camp. On the second
day of week two Steve Barmoravas working on the
floor of an excavatiorunit and said he thought he found
a feature thatmight bea fire pit. Chipexamined the
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feature and said it was possibly three post holes. This
was the firstfeature we had ever foundso excitement
was high. We covered thexcavation unitand Chip
returned nine days laterHe exavatal the feature and
confirmed it consisted gbost holes.

The peliminary results of our investigation have
disclosed thatl6UN153is a Coles Creek site. This is in
line with other sites in the area. Three other Coles Creek
sites have been identifiedvith one site containing four
mounds. Thisneans thesite is about a thousand years
old, give or take a few hundred yeam/ithin thelast two
hours of the last dapf fieldwork a newdiscovery was
made at thesite. One half of ®alton projectile point
was found TheDalton point is now in the museum and
drastically expands the potential age of the site.

All of the artifacts have been cleanedverall, we
brought about 55 pounds of materidback to the
museum. Thiswinter we will be classifyingrtifacts in
the collection Maps have been prepared amdll show
the areas that werexcavated.A second dig is scheduled
for next March and will possibljast for three or four
weeks.

Future Plans

TheArcheology Research Centatrthe Union Museum
of History and Arhas taken steps to have the DarBonne
Diggers professionally recognized/hat was a loosely
cohesive group of individuals interested in the scieofce
archaeologyhas petitioned the_ouisiana Archaeological
Societyto form a new chapter. The petition for the

i Pargonne iPigqe@ﬁ/g%‘% inclydes appleqjigrfer 19, 5

members to join the LASThe LAS will vote on this
petition at the upcoming annual meetingVe expect to
have more join beforéhe votein February.

We have one more survgytanned forthis year. AsLake
DarBonne is being draingdie are planning to survey as
much as possibleLarge numbersf artifacts havebeen
found onthe exposedakebottom in the past The next
lake drawdown will be in six years.

The year 2025 is expected to be even busier. We will
return to site 16UN153nd plan toexcavateat two more
documentedsites We will shovel tesat least one more
site andinvestigateone historic siteWe will document
thesefindingsin a report For a small town museupa

lot of good peoplare having a lot of fun.
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UL LafayetteKNFFieldworkat Lake latt
Mark A. Rees

Louisiana Public Archaeology and Osteology Lab, University of Louisiana at Lafayette

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette, in collaboration Bluff Lakels a multicomponent site with a major Coles
with the Kisatchie National ForestKNF) Heritage Creek component. The following photographs are from
Program, isconductingfieldwork at the latt Bluff Lake the ongoing dta recovery excavations

site (16GR591ih the KNF Catahoula Ranger Distiiatt
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Annual Joint Meeting of the LAS andthe MAA
February 2123, 2025

Established 1974

The Louisiana Archaeological Soci€bAS) andthe
Mississippi Archaeological Association (MAAje
pleased to announcan annualjoint meetingwill be held
in 2025.

Thejoint LARMAA conferencés scheduled for February
21-23, 2025 in Natchez, Mississippi. The meeting venue
lodging,and additional conference information will be
made available soon on tHeASand MAAwebsites.

Thejoint conferenceProgram Chairs will be Samuel Huey
(LAS) and Adam Fuselier (MAA)

LSU Campus Moundss the News

Louisiana State University recenthnnouncedit will
receivea $220,871 grant from the National Park Service
(NPS)to be matched by LSUpr a project to preserve
the LSU Campus ddnds.This grant is part of the NPS
{I &S I Y S NR Olpfogram,¢ Wikh ZedeNtl &
awardedfunding for59 projectsin the U.S.

According to theReveille the mounds at LSUare
between 6,000 and 11,000 years olétoject partners
include the Louisiana Division of Archaeology, the
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To submit a presentation or poster, email a title and
abstract to Samuel Huey (for LAS members) or Adam
Fuselier (for MAA members).

Sam can be emailed a&huey@chronicleheritage.com
YR | RI'Y Qdam.8idelieAaiusda.gov

Those who attended the last LAMAA joint conference

in Natchez will no doubt remember it fondly. There are
plenty of interesting sightéand sitesYo see and places
to eat in historic NatchezMake plans now tattend!

V 4

Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiarand the Tunica Biloxi Tribe
of Louisiana

As suggested by thReveille there is currently some
uncertaintyover the age of the tweearthworksat LSU
6aSS ahy GKS O9EOSaairgds
az2dzyRaé¢ o0& tBe2Wirfte2023yisEue af yhe
LASNewsletter Vol. 51, No. 1). A separate project is
being planned by archaeologists with th#*S National
Center for Preservation Technology and Trainiagd
Louisiana Division of Archaeologyconduct coring and
OSL dating of theSU Campus &dinds. y”

Ly


https://www.laarchaeologicalsociety.org/lasannualmeeting
https://msarchaeology.org/meetings/
mailto:shuey@chronicleheritage.com
mailto:adam.fuselier@usda.gov
https://www.lsu.edu/campaigns/academic-affairs-newsletter/2024/august2024.php
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/historicpreservationfund/save-americas-treasures-grants.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1207/national-park-service-and-partner-agencies-award-$25-7-million-to-preserve-significant-historic-sites-and-collections.htm
https://www.lsureveille.com/news/why-are-the-lsu-campus-mounds-being-preserved/article_542e0bd8-6999-11ef-a614-af71292b847d.html
https://www.lsureveille.com/news/why-are-the-lsu-campus-mounds-being-preserved/article_542e0bd8-6999-11ef-a614-af71292b847d.html
https://www.laarchaeologicalsociety.org/newsletters

LAS NEWSLETTER(Y)

Josetta Leboeuhas Joined the Louisian@ivision of Archaeology

The Division of Archaeology is pleased to announce that
Josetta Leboeuf ishe new Outreach and Education
Coordinator. Josetta replaces Maegan Smith who left for
greener pastures in Washington State where her
husband hataken a job.

Josetta receiveda B.A. in Anthropology from the
University of Louisiana at Lafayette, and aAMfrom
Louisiana State University. Her thesis examined the lithic
artifacts from the Hoover site (16 TA5). Before and after
graduate school, she worked for Coastal Environments,
Inc. on a variety of projects around Louisiana and other
states.

Josetta joined the Divisionin 2003 as a Staff
Archaeologist working primarily with Nancy Hawkins on
various outreach activitiesv2 a S ibdud wason the
development and publication of théncient Mounds
Driving Trall

In 2006 Josettadecided to beomea teacher and began
an 18yearlongcareerwith the EastBaton Rougéarish
School System. Josettataught science to 7 and 8"
graders at Capitol Middle School and Glasgow Middle
School, then transferred to Baton Rouge Magnet High
Schoo] where she taught biology and advanced
placement environmental science. Josetta was
recognized adeacher of the year twice athe school
where she taught Shewas later a semifinalist for
teacher of the year in East Baton Rouge Parish.

Josetta joined the Division of Archaeology at the
0SAAYYAYy3I 2F ! dzAdzaGx 2dzad
Archaeology Month poster and schedule of ever§se
this newsletter for more details and check out the
Archaeology Month webpageon the Division of
Archaeology website

Josetta will be working to develop new resources for
schools and adapti KS 5 A éxistiad\ édycaianal
products to the new curriculum standards. Please reach
out to Josettaby email ajleboeuf@crt.la.govf you have
any questions or ideas for outreach activities, events, or
programs.

LOUISIANA DIVISION of ARCHAEQLOQGY

BOEM Releases Series of Videos Exploring Shipwrecks in the Gulf of Mexico

Release DateApril 18, 2024€n theBOEM website

The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) is
pleased to announce a series of short videos showcasing
19" century underwater shipwreck sites in the Gulf of
Mexico that have been nominated for placement on the
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).

These videos are the culmination of a comprehensive
study to identify and protect a vast array oftentury
underwater shipwrecks. Protection of significant
historical and cultural sites from authorized activities is
not only a key responsibility of the BOEM mission but
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also an opportunity to celebrate and learn from the rich
maritime history of the Gulf of Mexico.

The videos explore the captivating realm of shipwrecks
and archaeology. They also give a deeper understanding
of the historical and cultural significance of these sites,
as well as the importance of protecting them for future
generations.

For more information and to view the vidsovisitthe
BOEMwebsite at
https://www.boem.gov/environment/maritime
heritage-collection



https://www.crt.state.la.us/cultural-development/archaeology/discover-archaeology/archaeology-month/index
https://www.crt.state.la.us/cultural-development/archaeology/index
https://www.crt.state.la.us/cultural-development/archaeology/index
mailto:jleboeuf@crt.la.gov
https://www.boem.gov/newsroom/notes-stakeholders/boem-releases-series-videos-exploring-shipwrecks-gulf-mexico
https://www.boem.gov/environment/maritime-heritage-collection
https://www.boem.gov/environment/maritime-heritage-collection
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LOUISIANA ARCHAEOLOGY MONTH

Josetta Leboeuf Regional Archaeologist Rob Mann at the Royal Hotel
Louisiana Division of Archaeology (16WF175) in St. Francisville, screening material from the

Each October, the Louisiana Office of Cultural rl_c|>0t_tballsS_cif falledn treest at the F_>over;y P?'nf[ I\ch;rld
Development, Division of Archaeology (DOA) then é:lgel ISet ari 6E:T1C§ nb proceszlngt;é nlzla eirr]las trom
coordinates educational events across tlstate for e Conly Site ( ) by members orthwes

Louisiana Archaeology Month. Throughout the month Chapter.

archaeologists will share their knowledge with local The partnership between archaeologists and the public
communities to promote interest and good stewardship  is the very foundation for which the LAS was created. It
of our archaeological resources. The event schedule is difficult to imagine Louisiana archaeology without the
includes scholarly presentations andgper displays, contributions from avocational archaeologists Dr.
ALISOALET SEKAOAGASZ OKAf RNEBY Qarente Webb@Ril(iBal&s Recd Jodek B¢ @any A R
ion fairs, ancient technology demonstrations, and others who have been fundamental in documenting
opportunities to visit archaeologists at work both in the sites, building relationships with local communities, and
field and lab. This year, we celebrate and recognize the fostering stewardship of archaeological sites. So this
LJdzo f A @@EhaddBdy With the release of the 2024  year during Louisiana Archaeology Month, we recognize
Archaeology Month poster which features some of the  everyone who has contribet to the preservation and
many ways the public has engaged in archaeological better understanding of our rich and diverse cultural
research. history and encourage present and future generations to

. .
Upon returning to the DOA in August, | was immediately go forth and discover great things!

impressed by the momentum gained in archaeological For a full list of events or to add one of your own, visit
outreach during my less than brief (18 year) hiatus. The the Louisiana Archaeology Monitebpage In addition
focus on public engagement through the Uifayette to Archaeology Month, the Louisiana Office of Cultural
LouisianaPublic Archaeology Lab and The Greater New Development invites you to enjoy local programming in
Orleans Archaeology Program, the work of my October to celebrate Atchafalaya Month, Louisiana
predecessors in local schools and museums, and more Folklife Month, and National Arts and Humanities
than 50 years of collaboration through LAS is certainly Month.

commendable! Public education is vital for inspiring  You can also follow the Louisiana Division of Archaeology
active ommunity participation in preswing cultural on:

heritage and archaeological sites for future generations.  Facebook @LouisianaOfficeofCulturalDevelopment
Furthermore, since cultural resources belong to Instagram @LouisianaArchaeology

everyone, and the research is almost always funded by #LouisianaArchaeology and #Louisiana for Archaeology
public dollars, it is our responsibility as archaeologists to  Month information.

share our work wittthe public.

Exemplary public programs invite residents to explore
the history of their own community and heritage and
engage volunteers in the investigative process. LAS has
been a consistent partner in these efforts over the years.
For example, a lontime aspiratio to revive field school
opportunities for LAS members initiated the return to
the Lake St. Agnes Mound site (16AV35) in Avoyelles
Parish in 2017. With guidance from Kisatchie National
Forest and DOA staff, LAS members conducted field
investigations, artdict washing parties, and public
workshops on artifact curation and identification. Often
projects are twofoldproviding volunteers when time or
labor is limited. Volunteer contributions were
monumental during excavations led by former SE

LOUISIANA DIVISION of ARCHAEQLQGY

20


https://www.crt.state.la.us/cultural-development/archaeology/discover-archaeology/archaeology-month/index

LAS NEWSLETTER(3)

21



