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Celebrate Louisiana’s thousands of
archaeological sites & ways to find your
park during the 700th anniveisary of
the National Park Service &
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of the National Historic
Preservation Act
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Here's a sample of our archaeological
treasures for you to discover;
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Louisiana Archaeology Month- 2016is the28thyear for a statewide evenhow a month, expanded from the origit
weeki that gives thé.ouisiana publi@an opportunityto celebraté he st at e 6 sandyprehispry as rekeals
through archaeology. By all means go to the website noted apove.crt.la.gov/discoverarchaeologyo see if there
an activity that you wish to attendls a vestig of the former Regional Archaeology Program, the Archaeology M«
events are organized intour regions. A synopsisf each regioé archaeology and historg presented below.

Northwest Louisiana'srich environmenhas attracted people for thousands of years.
Evidence of human occupation in the form of archaeological sites ranges from the e
inhabitants of the southeastern U.S. to European colonization and the establishmen
plantations along Red River, CaRever, Bayou Rapides, and Bayou Boeuf. This regiol
enjoys special importance because it was home to the Caddo Indians. Archaeologis
learned that the Caddos lived in villages spread out along the Red and Sabine rivers
their tributaries. They gre maize and other crops, and they hunted, fished, and gathe
wild plants.

The northeast regionpossesses the bgsteserved examples of earthen mound sites ir
Louisiana. Archaeologists have documentedetinergence and elaboration of an earthe
architecture tradition dating back more than 5,500 years and continuing sporadically
the arrival of the Spanish. People who constructed the-faae earthworks at Watson
Brake (ca. 5,000 years ago), Povdrtint (ca. 3,500 years ago), Marsden (ca. 2,000 ye
ago) and Troyville (ca. 1,500 years ago) relied on the rich and diverse environment «
northeast Louisiana. They hunted, fished and gathered their food, and it was only wi
past 1,000 years thpeople here began using agricultural plants.

Southwest Louisiana'ddiversity ranges from the Atchafalaya Basin to the coast, acro
flat prairies to the fting hills of central Louisiana. Native American peoples lived in sr
groups that moved seasonally to take advantage of different foods. Over time, comn
established more permanent residences along streams and bayous. French and Spi
explorersfollowed many of the welkstablished water routes used by Native American
Later, Acadian settlers built homes and towns, often in the places previously occupie
Chitimacha and Atakapa villages. The Civil War significantly impacted the people in
region and numerous military sites exist. Today, many archaeological sites have bet
destroyed due to a growing population.

Southeastern Louisianacan be seen as a complex region due to changes in the sea
the shifting delta plains of the Mississippi River, and the diverse groups of people we
settled there over time. This region contains a wide range of sites, Indian village site
colonial sites, Civil War military sites, and industrial and modern sites dating after 1€
More than 2500 sites have already been recorded in the region,tarideviapid rate of
population growth and construction in the area, more sites are being discovered anc
knowledge about them is increasing.



http://www.crt.la.gov/discoverarchaeology
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IN MEMORIAM

Gregory JosephDuCote (1953- 2016)

Born September 11, 1953 and pasaedy July 27, 2016, he

| was a native of Lafayette, LA. He attended the Universityooisiana

| Lafayette and_ouisiana State Universityhere his major fielsl of study
were archaeology and anthropology. He was a retired administrato
the Office of Coastal Zone Management, LA Dept. of Natural Reso
In retirement, he was very active in the Southside Gig®ociation anc
was elected to the EBR Planning Commission. For the last several
he has been Captain of the Krewe of Southdowns. He and his wife
are members of St. Joseph Cathedral Parish. He also loved huntin
fishing. He is survived byif loving wife, Terri Briggs DuCote with
whom he lived most of his life in Baton Rouge, .LA

From Baton Rouge Advocate.

Greg was a long serving member of the Louisiana Archaeolog
Survey and Antiquities CommissianEditor

Junior Doughty (19422014)

John Lee AJuniord Douc¢

from this life on Tuesday, July 1, 2014, at Hardtner Me
Center in Urania.He was born November 14, 1942, in Ur:
to the union of his parents, John Lee Doughty, Sr. and G
Hanes Doughty. Junior grew up in Tullos, and often prc
stated that he had dlive:
great grandither hachomesteaded n 1907 . 0 He
LaSalle High School in 1960. In 1962, he enlisted in th
Navy where he served as a Fire Control Technician aboe
USS Lawrence, DDG4 . He ope
118 guided missile computeuntil his discharge in 1966. Jur
returned to Louisiana and in 1967 he began work for IBNV
Customer Engineer repairing and maintaining computers
their Alexandria, Louisiana offices. In 1976 he opene
Azalea Convenience Store in his hdaven of Tullos. In 199¢
Junior graduated cum | aude
and a minor in anthropology from Northwestern £
University in Natchitoches, Louisiana. In 1997, Junior laun
a website devoted to Mississippi Delta Music and@al He
did so as a way to share his deep love of blues music al
way to chronicle his jo
AJuni or 6 swwiv.dekabluedet,ibecane that a
muchmore.From The Jena Tin

Junior Doughty was a longime member of LAS
and he served as webmaster tbe society for
many years during the early 2080- Editor.


http://www.deltablues/
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/lsu/?personid=180824961&affiliateID=1382
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Louis Baker, a longime member of the
Louisiana Archaeological Society, passed away
August 30, 2016. His contributions to Louisiana
archaeology were immense. Louis identified an
plotted over a hundred archaeological sites in
northwest Louisiana, and worked with professiol
archaeologists on numerous projects in both
Louisiana and Arkansas. He was born in 1930 i
North Carolina; seved in the United States Air
Force during the Korean Wanet his future wife
while stationed at Barksdale Aforce Baspand
eventually settled in Benton, Louisiana. Louis
worked in civil service until retirement when he
established Baker Heating andr Ai

Beginning in the 1980s, Louis developed
interest in archaeology, and as a participant in
several field schools sponsored by the Arkansas
Archeological Society, acquired technical field sl
recognized as truly awesome by all those with
whom he laer worked. He began recording sites
Bossier Parish, made extensive surface collectic
and kept excellent records. His favorite area of
investigation was along Willow Chute Bayou, a
stream on the eastern side of the Red River
floodplain between Bentoand Bossier City. Now
largely developed by residential expansion, the i
was cultivated ito the 1980s and 1990s. Louis
maintained close relationships with the local farr
and systematically surveyed most of the existing
fields, recording almostdD sites. After the
Regional Archaeology Program was established
1989, | worked with Louis revisiting the sites,
making additional collections, conducting test
excavations, and analyzing his extensive collect
which are now curated at Northwestetat8
University. The broad and systematic nature of
Loui s06 endeavors enabl
home to a dispersed Caddo village relating to th
Middle Caddo period, about A.D. 1200 to 1500.

During the 1990s and ear®d)00s Louis alst
spent lmg hours working with David Kelley at the
McLelland and Joe Clark sites in southern Bossi
Parish, and with me at the Conly Site in Bienville
Parish and Mounds Plantation in Caddo Parish.
over ten years Louis accompanied me on almos
every project tht | conducted through the Regior
Archaeology Program. He also assisted Joe
Saunders on several projects in northeast Louis
Louis was avonderful colleague in the fieldhe
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Louis Baker water
screening at the
Conly Site in 1999

LN

had an immense amount of energy and strong w
ethic, handled a shovel and trowel with greater
precision than anyone | have ever met, and had
keen eye for identifying archaeological features.

Louis also was an accomplished craftsme
and artisan (as well as an expert gardener). He
designed a folding screen, and made several the
continue to be used by archaeologists in Louisia
and Arkansas (geLAS Newsletter 2009). Louis
also replicated a set of Indian tools including bov
atlatls, shell dippers, knives, celts, and ornamen
items of wood and bone. Many of the implemen
are composed of stone tools made by local
flintknappers hafted by Laslinto finely carved anc
polishedb o i s handlesr The tools and
ornaments are housed at the Bossier History Ce
Bossier Public Library, and used frequently in
Ahaod® public present .
instrumental in the beginnings of the Hist&enter
which started in 1997 as a room in the library, ar
later was moved into its own building in 1999.
Based on investigations that he and | conducted
the Vanceville Site in Bossier Parish, Louis desi
and constructed a diorama of a Caddo leathat is
exhibited in the center, along with a large displa)
case that contains many of the best artifacts fror
collections.

Louisdé persistent g
of humor were infectioushe will begreatlymissed
by those who knew and wad with him.

Submittedby Jeffey Girard,with assistance fro
Pamela Carlisle and Nita Cc
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A Legacy Grant by the National Environmental
EducationFoundation was awarded to the Cultural Resol
Office at Fort Polk to buy materials for clearing and fenc
the Old Hunt Cemetersite (16VN3917)

Only two burial plotsn the cemetergre marked wit
headstones in the Old Hunt Cemetery, but oralticadand
archeological evidence point to mgressiblegraves. The
two marked graves are for Christopher Columbus Haorin(
Nov.8, 1834anddied March28, 1835) and his son Auston
Pumeroy Huntborn Aug. 23 1878 andied Nov. 19, 1881)

Limited information is known about Christopher
Columbus Hunt, though it can be confirmed that he serv
either the 27th Louisiana Volunteer Infantry or the Comg
K 6th Louisiana CalvaryHunt 6 s wi f e, B
Hunt did apply for and receidea Confederate Psion until
her deathlt is uncertain if she is buried in this cemetery.

On September 24, 2016, members of the West C
Chapter of the LAS provided labor for testing the areas
where fence posts were placedigiermingf any human
remains would beigturbed.One of the contingencies for tl
Legacy Grant was th#éhe work be done by volunteer labo

Photographs from the Old Hunt Cemetery site
(16VN3917). A) @ristopherC. Hunt tombstone; B)
C.C. Hunt footstone; CAuston Hunt tombstone; D)

displeced tombstone with name missing.
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Louisiana Culture Connection2016

On May 24, 2016 the Office of Cultural Déepment, part of the Department of Culture, Recreati
and Tourism held its annual Cultural Connection conference at the Capitol Park Museum in Baton R
This annual event honors individuals and organizations that have made substantial contrdth®sns t
preservation and advancement of Louisianads 1

Among the honorees thisyearw®e . Hi ram APeteo Gregory as
Jack Shaffer of Baton Rouge who received a Passion for Culture Award. Petey@egfounding membe
of the Louisiana Archaeological Society and ldimge faculty member at Northwestern State University i
Natchitoches, La. Shaffer was honored for the donation of his collection of thousands of artifacts fror
Natchez Fort site @CT18) that was the scene of a French siege of a Natchez Indian built fort in 1731
Hundreds of Natchez Indians were captured at the site and exiled into slavery in the French sugar pl
colony of St. Domingue (Haiti).

Lt. Gov.Billy Nungesser, far left, Ms.
Cheryl Smith, Chief of the Jena Band of
the Choctaw and State Archaeologist
Chip McGimsey, far right, honor Pete
Gregoryasthe Archaeologist of the Year.

Lt. Gov. Billy Nungesser presents
Passion for Culture Award to Mr.
Jack Shaffer of Baton Rouge for
his donation of his collection off
materials from the Natchez Fort site
in Catahoula Parish to the Division
of Archaeology
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LOUISIANA ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE MEDIA

Natchez National Hi stor
By Lindsey Shelton, Natchez Democrat, Aug#is2016

NATCHEZd For the past 30 years, the site of Fa
Rosalie in Natchez was idle, largely unexplorgd b
the public, waiting for the day visitors would walk
historic groundThat day came Wednesdgyugust
3,2016]as t he pinnacle of
Tricentennial celebration, when local, state and
federal leaders gathered with more than 100 rassc
for the grand opening of Fort Rosalie as the Natcl
Nati onal Hi storical Pa
Natchezil want to thank a
in waiting 30 years fo
National Historical Park SuperintendeKathleen
Bond said.

Fort Rosalie provides an opportunity for ne
directions of Natchez tourism, Bond said, an
opportunity to tell a military history story, to focus
the cultural interactions between local Native
American tribes, European colonistglaAfrican
slaves, as well as a new opportunity to focus on
language arts and the different languages that we
spoken in Natchez in the early 18th century.

ANatchez is not jus
of old houses, even though | am mighty partial to
some ofthoseoldiouses, 0 Bond s
strong partners like the National Park Service, the
Historic Natchez Foundation and the Mississippi
Department of Archives and History, Natchez is
already a 21stentury leader in tourism informatior
Weare already é wundert:
inherited stories to recognize multiple perspective
and untold aspects é W
difficult and tragic stories in a way that can bring
reconciliation and healing to the communitydan
demonstrate our integrity and respect for all persc
to the outside world. o

A key to unearthing and telling the story of
Fort Rosalie will be the archaeology work that is
ongoing at the site, said David Morgan, director o
National Park Service Stheast Archaeological
Center.

Artifacts serve as storytellers of Fort Rosal
and the people who built and occupied it and give
voice to the voiceless, those whose story did not |
it into history books, Morgan said.

It can be easy to oversimplify tipast,
Morgan said, but fone
have done very well is to remind us that the past i
every bit as complicated as is today.
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Early French colonial map s Oy
showing Ft. Rosalie and ______::___—-—-

other structures athe
French colony ofNatchez

fiSo if you visit the Natchez National Histori
Park e be mindful that
confronting and bringing back into memory &ta

about cultural conflict
Ferguson; it is Black Lives Matter, immigration

politics and economy. /
past, i tés about us het

The work of the National Park Service and 1
people of Natche was commended
grand opening by Stephanie Toothman, NPS asso
director for cultural resources and partnerships ant
science, Sen. Thad Cochran, represented by field
representative Winn Ellington, Congressman Greg
Harper and Sen. Rogeri#Ker.

Wicker said he was reminded of a passage
from Hebrews that speal
witnesses, 0 and rel at et

the past 300 years of 1

Al think of all t he
earth haseenovet he | ast 300 ye
think of the people wh

they are part of that cloud of witnesses. | have to tl
that someday we will be viewed as a cloud of
witnesses for another group of folks, maybe at the
yearbr t hday of Natchez. L
spot on earth a little bit better with a little bit more
understanding of our hi
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Ashleigh Johnson, 13, stands
among the more than 100 resident
who attended the dedication of For
Rosalie Wednesday (8/3/2016) in
) Natchez. Fort Rosalie is the third
National Park Service site in
Natchez.Photograph by Nicole
Hester/Natchez Democrat
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Natchez National Historical Park
Superintendent Kathleen Bond thanks th
community for its patience in waiting 30 year
for the Fort Rosaliesite to open. Photograph b
Nicole Hester/Natchez Democrg

National Parks
Service
archaeologist
explains results of
test unit exca
vations at the Fort
Rosalie site.
Photograph by
Dennis Jones

View of National Park Service excavatio
into surviving earthen rampartstahe Fort
Rosalie siteExcavations were on displa
during Natchez tricentennial celebrations
Photograph by Dennis Jone
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Great Sun Marks Beginning of Birthday Celebration

With Words of Honor, Healing

By Cain Madden, Natchez Democrat, August 4, 2016

NATCHEZd The Natchez Nati
Fields Wednesday pointed to a hawk circling overt
at the cityds tricentel
sign.

ABasicall ,
somewhereelse, f f hun
stayed to help supp
commending the peopl e |

Starting the day off commemorating the firs
people of this area was the right thing to do, said
Fields, who tragled from his home in Oklahoma. H
said the people of Natchez have a long history of
working to preserve history, including the history o
hispeopleil t i s an honor to
are proud to come back to Natchez, our home. It i¢
honorto have people here who preserve these mo
in a good way. o

Fields began speaking in the Natchez langt
pronouncing it in the traditional NaBhee. After
completing a few sentences, basically giving his
introduction, he said that was the most Natckgoker
herein300yeari We are | osing
Fields said. Alt is onl
grandmothers, with strong cultural connections, wt
made us learn our language.

y t he h
unting, O
I o}

AWe need to cont
is important to keep all the stories ¢
the earthd the religions, traditions,

| anguages a-mdtkec
Fields, Great Sun of the Natchez

AWe need to continu
importantto keep all the stories of the eaé&hthe
religions, traditions,
Since the trouble with the French in the area
approximately 300 years ago, Fields said his peop
have suffered.
il think we stil!]l n
upFbel ds said. fAThose ¢
On hand at the ceremony and meeting Fields was
honorary Consul of France to Mississippi, Keltoum
Rowland, who is a French language instructor at tt
University of Southern Mississippi.

ANatchez i ¢ydodwduldaut
encourage everyone to visit here and the Grand
Village, o she said. Al
61l would not have miss

Jim Barnett, historian and former director o
the Grand Village, went over the histarfythe
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Natchez people in this area. For years before the
misundersandings and conflict with the French,
Barnett said, the Natchez and Europeans got alon
even trading goods.

But when Fort Rosalie was built and a colo
established, a new type of European would be cor
in from France, one less rugged and willing teete
the Natchez on their terms.

The people coming in from farms in France
didndét have a clue abo
live alongside, Barnett said. These colonists dema
the Natchez meet them on their terms.

When the Natchez people rose n@rms,
Barnett said, it was an end to them and the colony
the area, but Fort Rosalie lived on and with its
establishmen800 years ago, and so, too, did the
foundation for the City of Natchez.

AThe colonists are
have leaned to somewhat live together. Mississipp
has been good to us, where other states have ignc
or meddledWe come down every year with 25 to 3
people for the Powwow in March and observe our
traditions. 0

Mayor Darryl Grennell said kicking off
Nat c Ibighddy at the Grand Village was
appropriatei I t i s i mportant
Natchez I ndians, 0 Gren
forward to the next 300 years. We are going to rai
the bar and make Natchez the national treasure it
Wearegoingtomk e it shine. o

Grand Village Director Lance Harris said he
was honored to have the birthday celebrations beg
near the mounds and museuinT hi s si t e
the original peopl e of
very good place and a record of the ortance of the
Nat c h ez Thirkiagbhck ondhe hawk, Harri
said it was a particularly appropriate symbol becat

of Fi el ds® abikdan symbol
ARnThey al so call me
Fields said. AnAl Il of m

thergr aves i f | did not
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Clockwise from upper left Natchez Great Sun, Hutke Fie& prepares
to speak at ceremony. Attendees brave August sun at Grand Village

Fields addresses crowd in tent
| words in the Natchez language, perhaps the first spoken there in alm
300 yearsAll photos by Ben Hilyer, Natchez Democrat

| As part of a separate ceremor

at the Grand Village of the Natch
Indians, site director Lance Harris
makes the first cut into a celebrat
cake that fed guestiiringa specia

Photo by Nicole
Hester/Natchez
Democrat

ceremonymarking the 4t
anniversary of the Grand Village
openng as a Mississippi State Pa
on September 1, 1976.

The program for the event
included a panel discussion with
formerstatelaw makers,
archaeologists, and Natchez
residents who were involved in th
study and preservation of this
important site.

Note the mounds and plaza o
the cake that are modeled after tt
Grand Villagesite itself!




